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AV hom al! this lende [ehinge of ryght preterre, i 1 
Sith ot our langage ne was the lade- Herre A. 
That made hen to dygyls and rayne 1 
Ihe gold dewe dropys of {pecke am! cloquence $ 11 y 1 
Intoour tinge thrugh his excellence. LYDGATE. 8 x | | 
"The honanr ot Entilith tong is dede oF | 
My ma, fer CH AUC ER, floure of cloquence, | 
Mirrour of fruftuos entendement, ? 
Univerſcl fair in fc enge 138 | 
Inis londis verrey tretour and richeſſe L3H 
The ficke fender of dur fayre langage. OCCLEVE. Hh '1 
a > 1 
Venerabi!! C AUCER, principe ll poete but pere, an 
Hevinly trumpet, oricge and regulerc, | 4 
In eloquerce bhalme, condict and giall, 2 ; wi 
Mvlky rountane, clere rand, and rots riall, : „ 
Of fre ſche endue thru Athionm land braid. DCUGL ASI | Y 
O reverend CHAUCER! role ut retavuris all, | 1 
As in dure toung fone imperial * 3h 
That raiſe in Britianc evir, quha reidis richt SST 
Thou beiris at Makers the rw mphs royall, 19 
The freſcte enamilt termes celeſtiall: — 
This mater covth haif illuminit fulttaicht, * 
Was thou nocht, of our Inglis alt the 1ight, 4 
Sur mounting e\ ery thun twwrrettriall 138 
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER: 


VOL. II. 


CONTAINING HIS 


PROL.. TO CANT. TALES, || THE REVES TAIT EF, 
THE KNIGHTES TALE, | THE CUKES TALE, , 
THE MILLERES TALE, IHE MAN OF LAWES TALE, 
Sc. Sc. Cc. 
CI, 
But natheles certain 
I can right now nv thrifty Tale ſain, 
But CHAUCER, (though he can but lewedly 
On metres and on riming crattily) 
Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can 
Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 
And if he have not ſayd hem, leve brother, 
In „ book, he bath 1ayd hem in another 
Who fn that wol his large Volume ſeke. TALES, ver. 44065. 
Dan CHAUCER, „cHof Engliſh undeftt'd, 
On Fame 's eternal bead- roll worthy to be Hd 
Old Dan Geffrey, in whoſe gentle ſpright 
The pure well-head of poetry did du cl 
Jie whilft he lived was the foveraigne head 
Of ſhepherds all----- - SDENSER. 
Old CHAUCER, like the morning lar, 
To us diſcovers day from far 
Mis light thoſe miſts and clouds diſſolv'd 
Which our dark nation long involved; 
But he deſcending to the ſhades 
Darkneſs again the age invades. DENHAM. 
CHAUCER, him who firit with harmony iaform'd 
The language of aur fathers. - His legeniis blithe 
Je ſang of love or EFnichthood, or the wilcs 
Of homely life, thro” each eſtate and age 
Ine faſhions and the fillies of the world 
With cunning hand portraying----- 
Him who in Limes------ 
Dark aud untaught began with charming verſe 
Totametherudcnc's of bis native land AKENSITIDF. 
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THE CANTERBURY TALES. ? 


THE PROLOGUE. 


Wuanxxe that April with his ſhoures ſote 

The droughte of March hath perced to the rote, 
And bathed every veine in ſwiche licour, 

Of whiche vertue engendred is the flour; 

Whan Zephirus eke with his ſote brethe 5 
Enſpired hath in every holt and hethe 

The tendre croppes, and the yonge ſonne 

Hath in the Ram his halſe cours yronne, 

And ſmale foules maken melodie, 

That flepen alle night with open eye, 10 
So priketh hem nature in hir corages, 

Than longen folk to gon on pilgrimages, 

And palmeres for to ſeken ſtrange ſtrondes, 

To ſerve halwes couthe in ſondry londes; 


For a grammatical and metrical analyſis of the firſt eighteen 
lines ſee the y, Oc. p. 167—170. 

V. 8. Hath in the Ram) Rather the Bolle. See the reaſons in 
the Diſcourſe, c. p. 177. 

VN. 13. And palmeres)] The different ſorts of pilgrims are thus 
diſtinguiſhed by Dante, Vita nua cn, p. 80, ** Chiamanii Paimi- 
** eri, inquanto vannooltra mare, laonde molte volte recano 
* la palma; — Fereęrini, inquanto vanno alla can di Galizia; 
A omei, inquanto vanno 2 Roma.” But he ſpeaks as an ita- 
lian. Chaucer ſeems to conſider all piigrims to foreign parts as 
Palmers, 


Aiij 


6 THE PROLOGUE, 


Ard ſpecially from every ſhire's ende Is 
Of Englelond to Canterbury they wende, 
The holy bliſsful martyr for to ſeke 
That hem hath holpen whan that they were ſeke. 
Befelle that in that ſeſon on a day, 
In Southwerk at The Tabard as [ lay, 20 
Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage | 
To Canterbury with devoute corage, 
At night was come into that hoſtelrie 
Wel nine-and-twenty in a compagnie 
Of ſondry folk, by aventure yfalle 25 
In felawſhip, and pilgrimes were they alle 
That toward Canterbury wolden ride. 
The chambres and the ſtables weren wide, 
And wel we weren eſed atte beſte. 
And ſhortly when the ſonne was gon to reſte, 30 
So hadde | ſpoken with hem everich on, 
That I was of hir ſelawſhip anon, 
And made forward et ly for to riſe, 
To take oure way ther as I you deviſe. 
But natheles while I have time and ſpace, 35 
Or that I forther in this Tale pace, 


» 

*. 20. The Tabard] See Mr. Speght's note, as cited in the 
Diſourſe, Oc. n. 6. 

*. 29. wei—eſed] Bien aiſcs. The later French uſage of ai 
ſing. and aer ur. unaccented, ſeems to be a corruption. 

N. 33. Aud made forward) More properly forword. See be- 
low, ver. $21, 50, 54. from the Sax. fore-word, promiſe, Made 
(contreced from maked, is a eillyllable. See ver. 4361, 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


Me thinketh it accordant to reſon 
ro tellen you alle the condition 
f eche of hem, ſo as it ſemed me, 
and whiche they weren, and of what degre, 40 
And eke in what araie that they were inne; 
And at a knight than wol I firſte beginne. 
A Knight ther was, and that a worthy man, 
That fro the time that he firſte began 
To riden out he loved chevalrie, 45 
Trouthe and honour, fredom and curteſie. 
Ful worthy was he in his lordes werre, 
And therto hadde he ridden, no man ferre 


V. 43. A Knight] The courſe of adventures of our Knight 
may be illuſtrated by thoſe of a real knight of Chaucer's age, 
who (for any thing that appears to the contrary) might have 
been upon this very pilgrimage ; hisepitaph is in Leland's tin, 
v. iii. p. 111; „Icy gittle noble et vaillant Chivaler Matheu 
« de Gourney, c. - qui en fa vie fu a la bataille de Bena- 
maryn, et ala apres a la ſiege d' Algezire ſur les Sarazines et 
* auſſi à les batailes de PEcluſe, de Creſſy, de Deyngeneſſe, 
de Peyteres, de Nazare, d'Ozrey et x pluſours autres batail- 
* les et aſſeges en les quex il gaigna noblement graunt los et 
* honour,” —tle died in 1406 at the age of ninty-fix. Why 
Chaucer ſhould have choſen to bring his knight from Alexan- 
dria and Lettowe rather than from Creſſy and Poitiers is a pro- 
blem Qifficult to reſolve, except by ſuppoſing that the ſlighteſt 
ſervices againſt infidels were in thoſe days more honourable 
than the moſt ſplendid victories over Chrittians. 

v. 48. ferre} i. e. ferer, the comparative of fer, far. 8o 
Chaucer uſes derre for derer, the comparat. of dere, dear, 
ver. 1450: Ther n'as no man that 'Theſeus hath derre.” 
Ferrer is uied at length by Peter of Langt»ſt, and ferref, the 
ſuperl. below, ver. 496, 
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8 THE PROLOGUE, 


As well in Criſtendom as in Hetheneſſe, 

And ever honoured for his worthineſſe. $9 
At Aliſandre he was whan it was wonne: 

Ful often time he hadde the bord begonne 

Aboven alle nations in Pruce: 

In Lettowe hadde he reyſed and in Ruce, 


V. 51. At Aliſandre] Alexandria in Egypt was won (and im- 
mediately after abandoned) in 1365 by Pierre de Lufignan 
King of Cyprus. The ſame prince, ſoon after his acceſſion to 
the throne in 1352, had taken SataFe, the ancient Attalia; and 
in another expedition, about 1 367, he made himſelf maſter of 
6 town of Layas in Armenia. Compare1 1 Memoire /ur les 0u7) 

ges de Guillaume de Machaut. Acad. des Inf. t. xx. p. 426, 
3 and Aemoire ſur la wie de Philippe de Maizieres, t. xvii. 
p. 493. Sec alſo Froifart, v. iii. p. 21. Walſingham mentions 
the taking of Alexandria, [p- 180,] and adds, © Interſuerunt 
autem huic captioni cum rege Cypriz plures Anglici et A- 
« quitanici, referentes tam in Angliam quam in Aquita niam 
pannos aureos et holoſericos, ſplendoreſque gemmarum ex- 
„ ticos, in teſtimonium tantæ victoriæ.“ 

V. 52. He hadde the bord begonne----in Pruce. ] He had been 
placed at the head of the table, the uſual compliment to ex- 
traordinary merit, as the commentators very properly explain 
it. When our military men wanted employment it was uſual 
for them to go and ſerve in Pruſe or Pruffia with the Knights 
of the 'Teutonict order, who were in a ftate of conſtant war- 
fare with their Heathen neighbours in Lettowe, (Lithuania) 
Rufſe, Ruſſia) andelſewhere. A Pagan king of Lettowe is men- 
tioned by Walfingham, p. 180, 343. 

V. 54. reyſed] This is properly a German word. Kilian in 
v. Reyſen, iterfacere et Ger. militare, facere ſtipendium.“ 
The editions (except M.) and ſeveral miſſ. have changed it into 
ridden, which indeed ſeems to have been uſed by Chaucer in 
the ſame ſenſe ver. 48. 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


No Criſlen man ſo ofte of his degre : 55 
in Gernade at the ſiege eke hadde he be 

Of Algeſir, and ridden in Belmarie : 

At Leyes was he, and at Satalic, 

Whan they were wonne; and in the Grete ſee 

At many a noble armee.hadde he be. 60 


v. 56. In Gernade] The city of Algezir was taken from the 
Moorith King of Cranada in 1344. Mariana, [l. xvi. c. 11,] a- 
mong other perſons of diſtinction who came to aſſiſt at the ſiege 
in 1343, names particularly “ de Inglaterra, con licentia det 
« Rey Eduardo, los Condes de Arbid, y de Soluzber,“ which 
I ſuppoſe we may ſafely interpret to mean the Earls of Derby 
and Salifbury. Knighton ſays that the Earl of Derby was there, 
X Script. 2553. : 

V. 57. in Belmarie: ] I cannot find any country of this name 
in any authentick geographical writer. Froiſſart V. iv. c. 23, 
zeckons it among the kingdoms of Africa ; ** thunes, Bovgie, 
„% Maroch, Bel/:marine, 'Tremetien ;” and Chaucer [v. 1772,} 
ſpeaks of it as producing lions. Ihe battle of Benamarin, men- 
tioned in Sir M Gourney's epitaph, is ſaid by a late author of 
Vage de V anna, p. 73, n. 1, to have been ſo called © por ha- 
« ber quedado vencido en ella A!bouhacen, Rey de Marruecos, 
„del linage de Aben Marin.“ Perhaps, therefore, the domi- 
nions of that family in Africa might be called abuſively Bena- 
marin, and by a further corruption Belmarie. 

V. Fo. the Grete fee] This is generally underſtood to mean 
the Pontus Evxinus ; but I doubt whether the name of Mare 
Maggiore was given to that ſea by any other nation beſide the 


Italians. Sir John Mandeville, p. 89, calls that part of the Me- 


diterranean which wathes the coaſt of Paleſtine “ the Grete 
* ſee,” an appellation which it might poſſibly have acquired 
there to diſtinguiſh it from the two inland feas (as they were 
improperly ityled) the ſea of Tiberias and the Dead ſea.----In 
mf. T. ic is the Grekij/h ſer, a reading to which I ſhould have 
had no objection if had found it confirmed by any better m. 
in the middle ages the Mediterranean ſea from Siclly to Cyprus 
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10 THE PROLOCUE, 


At mortal batailles hadde he hen ſiftene, 
And foughten for our faith at Tramiſſene 
In liſtes thries, and ay flain his fo. 

This ilke worthy Knight hadde ben alſo 
Sometime with the Lord of Palatie 65 
Agen another Hethen in Turkie, 

And evermore he hadde a ſovereine pris, 
And though that he was worthy he was wiſe, 
And of his port as meke as isa mayde, 
He never yet no vilanie ne ſayde 70 
In alle his lif unto no manere wight : 
He was a veray parfit gentil knight. 
But for to telleg you of his araie, 
His hors was good, but he ne was not gaie. 
Of fuſtian he wered a gipon 75 
Alle beſmotred with his habergeon, 
Far he was late ycome fro his viage, 
And wente for to don his pilgrimage. 


was ſometimes called Mare Græcum, Howed. p. 709. $0 Brac- 
ton ſpeaks of Eſſoigns, © de ultra et de citra Mare Græcorum, “ 
I. v. tr. 2, c. 3. The ſee of Grece is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by 
Chaucer himſelf, ver. 4884. And in {\umbras, fol. 130, b. 
*''Tyl he come to the Grekes ſee.” 

V. Go. noble armee] I have printed this as the moſt intelli- 
gible reading, though I am not quite ſatisfied with it; the mil, 
have arme, arywe, and rywer. 

. Gg. the Lord of Palatie] Palathia in Anatolia, Sp. The na- 
ture of his lordſhip may be explained from Froi/. v. iii. c. 22; 
he gives an account there of ſeveral Rauts Barons in thoſe parts 
who kept poſſeſon of their lands paying a tribute to the Turk; 
he names particularly le Sire de Sathalic, le Sire de la Palice, 
ct le Sire de Haute-Loge. 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


With him ther was his ſone, a yonge Squier, 
A lover and a luſty bacheler, 
With lockes crull as they were laide in preſſe; 
Of twenty yere of age he was J geſſe. 
Of his ſtature he was of even lengthe, 
And wonderly deliver, and grete of ſtrengthe ; 
And he hadde be ſometime in chevachie 
in Flaundres, in Artois, and in Picardie, 
And borne him wel, as of fo litel ſpace, 
In hope to ſtonden in his ladies grace. 
FEmbrouded was he, as it were a mede 
Alle full of fresſhe floures white and rede: 
Singing he was or floyting alle the day; 
He was as fresſhe as is the moncth of May: 
Short was his goune, with ſle ves long and wide; 
Wel coude he fitte on hors, and fayre ride : 


N. 84. deliver] Nimble ; ſo below, ver. 15422, deliverly, 
nimbly : the word is plainly formed from the Fr. libre. The 
Italians uſe ſuelto or ſcialto in the ſame ſenſe. 

v. 85. inchewvachie] Chevauchee, French. It moſt properly 
means an expedition with a ſmall party of cavalry, but is often 
uſed generally for any military expedition. Hollinihed calls it 
a rode. 

. 89. Embrouded] Embroidered, from the Fr. broder, ori- 
ginally border. 

V. 91. floyting] Playing on the flute; ſo in H. F. iii. 133, 

And many a floite and litlyng horne 

Aud pipes made of grene corne 
The firſt ſyllable for a time retained the broad ſound of its o- 
riginal. See Du Cange, Hauta. Kilian, Huyte, ln fome copies it 
js changed to fow ting. 


TY THE PROLOGUE.» 


He coude ſonges make, and wel endite, 95 
Jaſte and eke dance, and wel pourtraie and write: 
So hote he {oved, that by nightertale 
Ile ſlep no more than doth the nightingale : 
Curteis he was, lowly and ſerviſable, 
And carf before his fader at the table, 
A Teman hadde he, and ſervantes no mo 
At that time, for him luſte to ride fo, 


TOO 


V. 97. nightertale] Night- time, from the Sax. nihrern del, 
nocꝭ urna portio. Lydgate uſes nightertyme. Traged. fol. 141, 
b. 156, b. 

N. 100. And carf before his fadler] The practice of ſquires 
(af the higheft quality) carving at their fathers” tables has been 
fully illuſtrated by M. de Ste Palaye, Ac. des Inſc. t. xx. p. C04. 

. 101. Aiman hadde he] The late editions call this cha- 
racer the Squire's Yeman, but improperly ; the pronoun e 
relates to the Knight. Chaucer would never have given the ſon 
an attendant when the father had none. Yeman, or yeo- 
man, is an abbreviation of yeongeman, as youthe is of ycong- 
the. Young men being mott uſually employed in ſervice, ſer- 
vants have, in many languages, been denominated from the 
ſingle circumſtance of ape, as ig, puer, garcon, boy, grome. 
As a title of ſervice or office Yoman js uſed in the ſtat. 37 Ed- 
ward III. c 9 and 11, to denote a ſervant of the next degree 
above a zar/on or groom ; and at this day in ſeveral depart- 
ments of the royal houtehold the attendants arg diſtributed 
into three claſſes of Serjeants or $quicrs, Yeomen and Grooms. 
In the houſehold of the Mayor of London ſome officers of the 
rank of Yeoman are fill, I believe, called Young Men. Sce 
Chambert ai: State of Gr. Brit. In the ſtatute 20 R. II. c. 2, 
Yoman and Vacletz are ſynonymous terms. Ihe Chanone's 
Yeman, who is introduced below, ver. 160 zo, is a common 
fervant. See alſo ver. 2770. The title of Teoman was given, 
in a tecondary ſenſe, to people of middling rank not in ſervice. 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


And he was cladde in cote and hode of grene; 
A fhefe of peacock arwes bright and kene 
Under his belt he bare ful thriftily : 103 
Wel coude he dreſſe his takel yemanly: 
lis arwes drouped not with fetheres lowe, 
And in his hond he bare a mighty bowe. 

A not-hed hadde he with a broune viſage: 
Of wood-craft coude he wel alle the uſage; 110 
Upon his arme he bare a gaie bracer, 
And by his fide a ſwerd and a bokeler, 
And on that other fide a gaie daggere, 
Harneiſed wel, and ſharpe as point of ſpere: 
A Criſtoſre on his breſt of ſilver ſhene. 115 
An horne he bare, the baudrik was of grene : 


$0 the Miller, ver. 3947, ls careful ** To ſaven his eſtat of Ve- 
„ manrie.” The appropriation of the word to ſignify a final 
landholder is more modern I apprehend. 

v. 104. peacock arwes) Arrows with peacock ſeathers. Sce 
Mr. Warton's iNuitration of this paſſage, Hi. of Eng. Poetry, p. 
4;0.—There is a patent in Rymer, 15 R. II. “de arte fagit- 
* tandi per Valettos Regis exercend4.”” Ihe Yeomen, and alt 
other ſervants of the royal houſehold, of whatever {tate or of- 
hce, under the degree of Yeomen, are ordered to carry bows 
and arrows with them whenever they ride, Tc. in the king's 
trail, 

V. 109. A not-bed] A head like a nut, from the hair pro- 
bably being cut ſhort. It has ſince been called a round hend 
(or the ſame reaſon. 

v. 115. A Criflofre] I do not ſee the meaning of this orna- 
ment. By the ſtat. 37 Edw. III. yomen are forbidden to wear 
y ornaments of gc! or Her. 
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She lette no morſel from hire lippes ſalle, 


14 THE PROLOGUE, 


A ſorſter was he ſothely as I geſſe. 2 
her was alſo a Nonne, a Privreſſe, 

'That of hire ſmiling was ſul ſimple and coy, 

Hire gretcſt othe n'as but by Seint Eloy, 122 

Aud ſhe was cleped Madam Eglentine; 

Fui wel ſhe ſange the ſervice devine, 

Entuned in hire noſe ful ſwetely; 

And Frenche ſhe ſpake ful fayre and fetiſly, 

Aiter the ſcole of Stratford atte Bowe, 123 

For Frenche of Paris was to hire unknowe: 

At mete was ſhe wel ytaughte withalle, 


Ne wette 
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lire over 
hat in h 
) greſe \ 
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And ful p 
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» 


N. 1:0. Seint Fr In Latin Sanus Fligius. I have no au- 


thority but that of edit. Urr. for printing this ſaint's name 2 But for 
: li. Ti I * 3+ ia * 0 
lengch. In all t = wlll which I have ſeen it is abbreviated he was ſc 
Loy, both in this place and in ver. 7146. The metre will te 
ſafe if othe be pronounced as 2 ditlyllable. ne wolde 
7. 124. And Frenche ſhe fpake] It has been mentioned before 'aughte i 
ay, e. n. 85. f -anly of tl: 
In, Oe. n. 55,] that Chaucer thought but meanly e A ſmale } 


Engliſh-French ſpoken in his time. It was proper howere! 
that the Priorefie thould ſpeak ſome ſort of French not only a 

woman of fathion, (a character which the is repreſented tos. 
ſect, ver. 1 39, 149,) but as a religious perſon. Ihe inſtiuc 
tions from the Abbot of St. Albans to the nuns of Sopewe!l, in 
1338, were in the French language. See Aud. Add. A. Pari, 
p. 1171. 

I. 127. At mete] The following circumflances of behaviou 
at table are copied from Rom. de la R. 1417 3— 14199 3 


ith roſte 
But ſore v 
Or if men 
nd all v 
Ful ſem 
ire noſe 


Ft bien ſe garde qu'elle ne mocille Hire mou! 
des doys au brouct juſqu' es jointes, Fc. ) 
Si ſagement port ſa bouchee, ut bkerly 


Que ſur ſon pied goutte n'en chee 

De ſouppe, nc de ſaulſe noir. 
F.i doit hi bien fa heouche terdre Tor hardil 
1] ant au'cl n'y laide greſſe aherdre 
Au 3s en a ſevre delleurt, 


t was alm 


TUE PROLOGUE. 


Me wette hire fingres in hire ſauce depe; 
vel coude ſhe carie a morſel and wel kepe, 
hatte no drope ne fell upon hire breſt : 
Wn curteſie was ſette ful moche hire leſt : 
WHire over lippe wiped ſhe ſo clene 
hat in hire cuppe was no ferthing ſene 
}f greſe whan ſhe dronken hadde hire draught; 
Full ſemely after hire mete ſhe raught: 
And ſikerly ſhe was of grete diſport, 
And ful pleaſant and amiable of port, 
ad peined hire to contrefeten chere 
Df court and ben eſtatelich of manere, 
ind to ben holden digne of reverence, 
But for to ſpcken of hire coaſcience, 
She was ſo cheritable and fo pitous 
he wolde wepe if that ſhe ſaw a mous 
-aughte in a trappe if it were ded or bledde. 
YM ſmale houndes hadde ſhe that ſhe fedde 
ith roſted fleſh, and milk, and waſtel brede, 
But ſore wept ſhe if on of hem were dede, 
Or if men ſmote it with a yerde ſmert ; 
nd all was conſcience and tendre herte. 
Ful ſemely hire wimple ypinched was, 
Hire noſe tretis, hire eyen grey as glas; 
Hire mouth ful ſmale, and therto ſoft and red; 
But ſikerly ſhe hadde a fayre forehed : 
t was almoſt a ſpanne brode I trowe, 


Tor hardily ſhe was not undergrowe. 
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16 THE PROLOGUE, 


Ful fetiſe was hire cloke, as | was ware. 
Of ſmale corall aboute hire arm the bare 
A pair of bedes gauded all with grene, 
And thereon heng a broche of gold ful ſhene 160 
On whiche was firſt ywritten a crouned A, 
And after Amor vue t omnia. | 
Another None alſo with hire hadde ſhe 
That was hire chapelleine, and Pregſes thre. 
A 1/on! ther was, a fayre for the mailtrie, 16g 
An out-rider, that loved venerie; 


N. 159. gauded all ætitb grene] Having the gawdies green; 
ſome were of filver gilt, Mona,. v. iii. p. 174 ; Tria para 
* precularium del corall cum lc gaudeys argenti deaurata,” 
So in Gower, Conf. Am. f. 100; 

A paire of bedes blacke as ſable 

She tokg and hynge my necke about. 
Upon the gane all without 

Was wryte of gold, pur repoſer. 

. 163. Another Nonne, Oc. ] Sce Diſcourſe, c. p. 180. 

V. 165. a fayre for the marie] We ſhould fay a farr one; 
but in Chaucer's time ſuch tautology was not, 1 ſuppoſe, cle- 
gant ; ſo below, ver. 159; 

Therfore he was a prickaſour a rizht, 
As to the phraſe for the maijcrie, I take it to be derived from 
the French pour Iz mariftrie, which 1 find in an old book & 
phytick applied to ſuch medicines as we uiually call Sovereign), 
excellent above all others. A/. Bod. 761, Serrera h. Sun. i! 
Hort bur nel, fol. 17, b. Ciroigne bone pur la maiſt rie a britt 
« et a meurer apokemes, Oc. Medicine magꝑiſtrel pur fe. 
« fire, Oc. Medicine pur la mailtrie pur feſtre.“ We. And in 
another treatiſe in the ſame mſi Medulla Cu Roland! U. 
milar phraſes are uſed in Latin, fol. 77, “ Poco bona pro w. 
« giſterio ad vulnera ſanavda,” Wc. fol. 79, * Contra lu. 
© zum, c. medicamen magiitrale,” In the fame ſenſe the 
Monk is ſaid to be fair for e nE above all others. The 
plyaſe is uſed by R. of Glouceiter, p. 55 3, An ſtede ac gi 
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THE PROLOGUE, 17 


A manly man to ben an abbot able; 
Ful many a deinte hors hadde he in ſtable, 
And whan he rode men mighte his bridel here 
Gingeling in a whiſtling wind as clere 170 
And eke as loude as doth the chapell belle 
Ther as this lord was keper of the celle. 

The reule of Scint Maure and of Seint Beneit, 
Becauſe that it was olde and ſomdele treat, 
This ilke monk lette olde thinges pace, 175 
And hield after the newe world the trace. 


He yave not of the text a pulled hen 


That faith that hunters ben not holy men, 


« prikie wel dor the marftrie.” The ſeveral chymical prepara- 
tions know! by the name of magiferium of lead, bifmurl:, We, 
I conceive to have originally acquired that name from their 
being conſidered at firſt as maferly operations. 

. 166. lowed denuerie] i. e. hunt; if the word in Chau- 


Fcer's time had born any other ſenſe he would hardly have put 


it into the mouth of Emilia in ver. 2310. The monks of that 
are are repreſented as fond of field-ſports. See below, ver. 189 
—192, and F. P. fol. L. a. Knighton ſays that an abbot of Lei- 
cefter, who died in 1377, © in denationc leporum inter omnes 
regni dominos famoſiſimus et nominatifimus habebatur.“ 
X Seriptor, p. 2631. He adds indeed that the abbot was uſed 
0 alert, What perhaps may have been partly true, “te non 
* deleciaſfe in hyjuſmodi trivolis venationibus, nit: ſolum pro 
* obizquiis do:ninis regni pretancis, et atlabilitate corum cap- 
* tanda, et pratia in ſuis negotiis adipiſcenda.” 

. 169. bis bridel---Gingeling] ce this faihion of hanging 
ils on bridles, c. illuttrated by Mr. Warton, AA. H Eng. Pc 
„ 164. See alſo below, ver. 14, 1, 

v. 177. a pulled ben] 8ce below, ver. 6694 ; 

3wiche arrogance n'is not worth an hen. 
do not ſee much force in the epithet pul/zd. Ca.l, reads bulls. 
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18 THE PROLOCUEF, 


Ne that a monk whan he is rekkeles 
Is like to a fiſh that is waterles; 1% 
This is to ſay, a monk out of his cloiſtre; 
This ilke text held he not worth an oiſtte; 
And I ſay his opinion was good. 
What! ſhulde he ſtudie and make himſelven wood, 
Upon a book in cloiitre alway to pore, 18 
Or ſwinken with his hondes, and laboure, 
As Auſtin bit ? how ſhal the world be ſerved ? 
Let Auſtin have his ſwink to him reſerved: 

N. 179. g he ig retteles)] M. C. reads cloiflertts ; to which 


the only objection is, that if it had been the true reading there 
would have been no occation to explain or paraphraſe it in ver, 


181. The text alluded to is attributed by Gratian, Decrct. J. 


ii. Cai. xvi. & i. c. 8, to a Pope Eugenius—** Sicut piicis fine 
« aqua caret vita, ita {ine monaſterio monachus.” In E. 7 


according to N. Cotten, Leb. B. xvi, (for the paſſage is ot. 


ted in the printed editions) a ſimilar ſaying is quoted irun 
Gregory; 

Gregori the grete clerk gart write in bokes 

The rule of alle religinun riytiful and obedient 

Fiyt as fiſhes in a tied whan hea failcth water 

Deien for drowthe wier thei eric liggen 

Rivt (o religious ca and Herren 

That out of covert ur cluiitre coveiten to dwelle. 
As the known ſenſes of eee (in. careleſs, nepligent,) br 
no means ſuit with this paſſage, I am inclined to ſuſpect thi! 
Chaucer poſſibly wrote reg Helles, i. e. without rule. Rego! (fron 
regula) was the Saxon word for a rule, and particularly fort 
monaſtick rule. Hence regol-lif, regular is ſeu monaſtica v 
regol lage, regularlum lex; and in the quotation from Orn, 
EPnry, Oc. n. 52, an reghel- hoc fingnities the book of rules df 
which the Auguſtinian canons were governed. 

FJ. 187. Ar uf i bit] i. e, biddeth: Chaucer frequent! a, 

breviates the third perſon ſingular ot the pretent tenie in tu 
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THE PROLOGUE, 19 


Therfore he was a prickaſoure a right. 

Greihoundes he hadde as ſwift as foul of flight. 190 
Of pricking and of hunting for the hare 

Was all his luſt, for no coſt wolde he ſpare. 

[ ſaw his ſle ves purfiled at the hond 

With gris, and that the fineſt of the lond; 

And for to faſten his hood under his chinne 195 
Hc hadde of gold ywrought a curious pinne; 

A love- knotte in the greter ende ther was: 

His hed was balled, and ſhone as any glas, 

And cke his face, as it hadde ben anoint ; 

He was a lord ful fat and in good point: ⁊ꝛco 
His eyen ſtepe, and rolling in his hed, 

That ſtemed as a forneis of a led; 

His bootes ſouple, his hors in gret eſtat; 

Now certainly he was a fayre prelat : 

manner. See ver. 976, 983, rit for rideth ; ver, 4069, 15686, 
fint for findeth ; ver. 4191, rift tor riſeth ; ver. 5038, 5071, 5, 
fant for fandeth ; ver. 7239, ft for jitteth ; ver. 7998, ſmit ſor 
ſmiteth, 

F. 193. his fewer purfil:d] From the Fr. pourfiler, which 
properly ſignities to work upon the edge. Pur Eng. and pour 
Fr, are generally corruptions of the Latin pro.—lt is not clear 
what ſpecies of fur the gris was, only that it was one of the 
better ſorts. See Du Canzeinv. Griſcum. Ifit was the fame with 
air, (commoniy called mene ver, i. e. menu vair) as he ſup- 
en it was probahly next in eſteem to ermin. See the ſtatute 

7 E. IIl. c. io and 12. Ore of Wolſey's ordinances for the re- 
formation of the Auguſtinian monks in 1519 is directed againſt 
the foppery here deſcribed ; “ In manicis ſub nulio modo fur» 


© runs utantur aut pellibus, niſi prout iis permiſſum eſt in ſta- 
* tutis Benedictints.“ Mong. v. ii. p. $67. 


. 203. Hi: Lecce, This is part of the deſcription of 2 
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20 THE PROLOGUE, 


He was not pale as a forpined goſt; 
A fat ſwan loved he beſt of any rot ; 
His palfrey was as broune as is a bery. 
A Frere ther was, a wanton and a mery, 
A limitour, a ful ſolempne man: 
In all the ordres foure is non that can 
So moche of daliance and fayre langage, 
He hadde ymade ful many a mariage 
Of yonge wimmen at his owen colt; 
Until his ordre he was a noble poſt, 
Ful wel beloved and familicr was he 
With frankeleins over all in his contree, 
And eke with worthy wimmen of the Toun, 
For he had power of confeſſion, | 
As ſaide himſelfe, more than a curat, 
For of his ordre he was a licenciat. 
Ful ſwetely herde he confeſſion, 
And plefant was his abſolution. 
He was an eſy man to give penance 
Ther as he wiſte to han a good pitance, 
For unto a poure ordre for to give 
Is ſigne that a man is wel yſhrive; 
For if he gave he dorſte make avant 
He wiſte that a man was repentant ; 
For many a man ſo hard is of his herte 
He may not wepe although him ſore ſmerte ; 


210 


215 


229 


225 


230 


ſmart abbot by an anonymous writer of the 12th century: 
** Ocreas habebat in cruribus, quaſi innate efſent, fine plick 


* porreQas,” A/. Bod. James, n. 6, p. 121. 
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THE PROLOGUE. ar 


1crfore in ſtede of weping and praieres 
Men mote give ſilver to the poure freres. 
His tippet was ay farſed ful of knives 


And pinnes for to given fayre wives: 


And certainly he hadde a mery note 233 
Wel coude he ſinge and plaien on a rote. 


of yeddinges he bare utterly the pris; 
His nekke was white as the flour de lis; 


Therto he ſtrong was as a champioun, 
And knew wel the tavernes in every toun, 240 
Ind every hoſteler and gay tapſtere, 
Better than a lazar or a beggere; 
For unto ſwiche a worthy man as he 
Accordeth nought as by his faculte 
To haven with ſike lazars acquaintance: 245 
Ic is not honeſt, it may not avance, 
As for to delen with no ſwiche pouraille, 
But all with riche and ſellers of vitaille. 
And over all, ther as profit ſhuld ariſe 
Curteis he was, and lowty of ſerviſe: 250 
Ther n'as no man no wher ſo vertuous; 
He was the beſte begger in all his hous, 


F. 233. ed] Stuffed, from the Fr. farcir. 

*. 237. Of yoddinges] This word, being not underſtood, has 
been changed in ſome copies into tidinges and weddinges. It 
probably means a kind of ſong, from the Sax. geddian or gid - 
alan, to ting, See the Sax9: Boetbius, cap. i. I. ut. where the 
words thus EE cugth, are rendered inthe poctical verſion, 
p. 132, dee thus, See more inſtances in e' Sax0n Did. 
Tic Saxon p paſſes frequently into y. 


22 THE PROLOGUE, 


And gave a certaine ferme for the grant 

Non of his bretheren came in his haunt : 

For though a widewe hadde but a ſhoo, 255 
(So pleſant was his In principie } 

Yet wold he have a ferthing or he wert; 

His pourchas was wel better than his rent: 

And rage he coude as it hadde ben a whelp; 

In lovedayes ther coude he mochel help; 260 


V. 256. In principio] This phraſe is commonly explained to 

refer to the beginning of St. John's Goſpel; it may alſo refer 
to the beginning of Genefis. In an old French romance, A. 
foire des trois Maries, it ſeems to ſignify ſome. paſſage in the 
concluſion of the maſs. Acad. des Inf. t. xiii. p. 521; 

Moult aiſe ſui quant audio 

Le Preitre dire iu principis, 

Car la Meſſe ſi elit ſince. 
It is not very material in which of theſe ſenſes it is underſtood 
either here or in ver. 15169. 

v. 258. His pourchas was, &'c.] From the Rom. de la Roſe, 
122883 | 

Mieux vault mon pourchas que ma rente. 
See R. R. 68 38. 

V. 260. In lodedayet] A day appointed for the amicable 
ſettlement of differences was called a Lovr-day. Brac:., l. v. 
fol. 369, * ſi ante judicium capiaturdies amoures.”—Ror, Far. 
13 H. IV. n. 13, ** agayn the ſourme of a love-day taken by» 
« twen the ſame parties.” The gloſſary calls them, improper- 
ly, Meetings for pleaſure and diverſion. 'They were meetings 
for buſineſs, though it is probable that the buſineſs when tinith- 
ed was uſually followed by a treat given to the arbitrators, c. 
See the Par. Roll. quoted above. In P. P. fol. xxvii, Sloth in 
the character of a prieſt ſays, 


I can holde lovedayes, and here a reve's rekenynge, 
And in cannon or in decretals I cannot read a lync. 
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THE PROLOGUE; 23 


For ther was he nat like a cloiſter ere, 
With thredbare cope, as is a poure ſcolere, 
25; ut he was like a maiſter or a pope: 
Of double worſted was his ſemicope, 
That round was as a belle out of the preſſe. 265 
Somwhat he liſped for his wantonneſſe 
To make his Engliſh ſwete upon his tonge ; 
260 And in his harping, whan that he hadde ſonge, 
His eyen twinkeled in his hed aright 


de As don the ſterres in a froſty night. 270 
. This worthy limitour was cleped Huherd. 
* A 7TJarchant was ther with a forked berd; 


In mottelee, and highe on hors he ſat, 
And on his hed a Flaundriſh bever hat. 
His bootes clapſed fayre and fetiſly; 275 
tod Eis reſons ſpake he ful ſolempnely, 
* % CSouning alway the encreſe of his winnipg: 
He wold the ſee were kept for any thing 
Detwixen Middelburgh and Orewell. 
Wel coud he in eſchanges ſheldes ſelle. 289 
lv. his worthy man ful wel his wit beſette; 
Pari. WW Ther wiſte no wight that he was in dette, 
So ſtedefaſtly didde he his governauce 
ings With his bargeines and with his cheviſance, 
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S " Þ. 278. the ſee wwere Rept] i. e. guarded. The old ſubſ dy of 
tu in tonnage and poundage was given to the king “ pur la ſaul- 
garde et cuſtodie del mer,” 12 Edw. IV. c. 3. 


24 THE PROLOGUE, 


Forſothe he was a worthy man withalle, 205 
But ſoth to ſayn I n'ot how men him calle, 
A Clerk ther was of Oxenforde alſo, 
That unto logike hadde long ygo. 
As lene was his hors as is a rake, 
And he was not right fat I undertake, 200 
But loked hol we, and therto ſoberly. 
Ful thredbare was his overeſt courtepy, 
For he hadde geten him yet no benefice, 
Ne was nought worldly to have an office; 
For him was lever han at his beddes hed 295 
Twenty bokes clothed in blake or red 
Of Ariſtotle and his philoſophie 
Then robes riche, or del or ſautrie: 
But all be that he was a philoſophre 
Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre, zc0 
But all that he might of his frendes hente 
On bokes and on lerning he it ſpente, 
And beſily gan for the ſoules praie | 
Of hem that ya ve him wherwith to ſcolaie. 


. 292. his owvereſt courtety] His uppermott ſhort cloke 0! 

cvarſe cloth. See ver. 6964, and P. P. fol. 33, b. I. ut. 

And kyt her copes, and courtepies hem made. 
It is a Teutonick word, from kort, curtus, and pj, penula (4 
adiles, ex willis craſſi ride. Kilian in vv. 

Y. 309. Yet hadde he] Hadde is here to be nden 284 
diſſyllable, the þ in he being conſidered as a conſonant: fo be- 
low, ver. 388. See alſo ver. 9859, 11784, 11805, 125 32,1254, 
in all which inſtances (and many others) the e feminine is to be 
pronounced before h. 

. 304. to ſcolaie] To attend ſchool, from the old Fr. verb 
r/colcier, It is uſed in the fame ſenſe by Lydgate, Tr g. fg! 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


Of ſtudie toke he moſte cure and hede; 

Not a word ſpake he more than was nede, 

And that was ſaid in forme and reverence, 

And ſhort and quike, and full of high ſentence: 

Souning in moral vertue was his ſpeche, 

And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche, 310 
A Sergeant of the Lawe ware and wile, 

That often hadde yben at the paruis, 

Ther was alſo, ful riche of excellence; 

Diſcrete he was, and of gret reverence; 

He ſemed {wiche, his wordes were ſo wile: 315 


by 


"90 Juſtice he was ſul often in alliſe 
By patent and by pleine commiſſioun: 
For his ſcience and for his high renoun 
Of fees and robes had he many on: 
3e0 So grete a pourchaſbur was no wher non : 320 


All was fce ſimple to him in effect, 
His pourchaſing might not ben in ſuſpect: 


99. So Chaucer uſes to wwerreie, ver. 10 324, 14339, and to 
fe/tzye, ver. 10659, from guerroier and jeftoier. 
zke 0! V. 307. in forme and reverence) With propriety and mode- 
y. In the next line “ ful of high ſentence” means only, 1 ap» 
pretend, full of high or excellent ſenſe. Mr. Warto! will 
he i excuſe me for ſuggeiting theſe explanations of this paſſage in 
lieu of thoſe which he has given in his Hf. of Eng. Po. p. 451. 
The credit of good letters is concerned that Chaucer thuuld 


ed a8 . 

© bes nat be ſuppoſed to have made a pedantick formality and a 
12830 preciſe ſententious ſtyle on all ſubjects the charaQerifticks of 
E tobe a ſcholar, 


N. 322. in ſuſpe?] In ſuſpicion, Sce ver. 8781, 12197. 
lune ZI. G 


r. ver) 


ed. f oj 


151 


* _— — 


_ —_— 
— —— 
* ä ———-—V— —— — — 


— — 


26 Tur PROLOGUE, 


No wher fo beſy a man as he ther n'as, 
und yet he ſemed beſict than he was, 
In termes hadde he cas and domes alle 325 


hat fro the time of King Will. weren falle; To 
'Therto he coude endite and make a thing; Th 
her coude no wight pinche at his writing; W: 
And every ſtatute coude he plaine by rote. 4 
He rode but homely in a medlee cote | 330 Seir 
Girt with a ſeint of filk with barres ſmale. Flis 
Of his array tell Ino lenger tale. A be 
A Frankelein was in this compagnic Wit! 
Vhite was his berd as is the dayeſie: Of 6, 
N. 331. int Mill with barres ſmale)] It appears from out It ine 
Aithor's tranſtation of K. K. ver. 1103, that barres were call- 
ed clouxin French, and were an uſual ornament of a girdle. Sce Of all 
Mr. Warton's Hf. p. 377, 426. Clary in Latin, from whence After 
the Fr. chu& is derived, ſeems to have figniticd not © y an So ch; 
0i:tward border, but alſo what we call a firipe. Mountfaucon, 
t. iii, P. i. Ch. vi. A har iu heraldry is a narrow ſtripe or firſerd, Ful m; 
Pu unge in v. Clients, quotes the Statut. Audega v. an. 1423, And u 
in witch the clergy, and efpecially the regulars, are turbid to 
wear z is) lars. v. 34 
v. 333. 4 Frautclcin] Forteſcue [4c L. L. Ang. c. 29, ] de- with go, 
ſcribes a Franklain to be a Pater familias magnts ditabut of his leg 
; - 7: Nonil us. He is clafed wich (but aiter) the mile; and arms the gu 
„and is dittinguithed from the lere tenentes and ⁊uledi, wh 
tough as it thould term the only real dittinction between him Thes 
ai other freeltiolders coniilted in the largeneſs of lis eftate, And s 
Hemau, in v. Franticin, quotes the following paſſage from For hi 
'\'rivet's Fr. Chronicle, LV. Brbl, Kk. S. n. 56, Thomas de Of the viz 
« }rotherton filius Edwardi I. Mareſchallus Angliz) apres la N. 2, 
riot {on pere elpoſa la file de un Francheleyn apelee Alice.” v. 344 
hehiforian did not think it worth his white even to mention the Fr. w 


u name ot the Frankelein. mg. AA. 
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THE PROLOGUE, 


Of his complexion he was ſanguin ; 

Wel loved he by the morwe a ſop in win: 
To li ven in delit was ever his wone, 

For he was Epicures owen ſoue, 

That held opinion that plein delit 

Was veraily felicite parkte. 

An houſholder and that a grete was he; 
Seint julian he was in his contree, 

His brede, his ale, was alway after on; 

A better envyned man was no wher non. 
Withouten bake mete never was his hous 
Of fiſh and fleſh, and that to plenteous 

It ſnewed in his hous of mete and drinke 
Of alle deintees that men coud of thinke, 
After the ſondry ſeſons of the yere 

So changed he his mete and his ſoupere. 350 
Ful many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe, 

And many a breme and many a luce in ſtewe. 


F. 342. Seint Julian] was eminent for providing his votarics 
with good lodgings and accomodations of all forts. In the title 
of his legende, C. Bod. 1596, f. 4,] he is called St. Julian, 
« the gode herberjour :” it ends thus; 

Therfore yet to this day thei that over lond wende 

Thei biddeth Scint Julian anon that gode herborw he hem ſende, 

And seint Julianes pater- notter oftc feggeth allo, 

For his fader ſoule and his moderes, that he hem bring thereto, 
Of the virtue of St. Julian's pater - noſter fee The Decam. d. ii. 
n. 2. 

V. 344. enciyned] Stored with wine. Cotgrave has preferved 
the Fr. word enwine in the ſame ſenſe. This is the reading of 
my). AR. 1, 2, and others. he common editions read viendid. 
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23 THE PROLOGUE, 


Wo was his coke but if his ſauce were Aſl 
Point and ſharpe, and redy all his gere. 1 
His table dormant in his halle alway 355 
dtode redy covered alle the longe day. AW 
At ſeliious ther was he lord and ſire; Wert 
Ful often time he was knight of the ſhire, Of a { 
An anclace and a gipciere all of ſilk Ful fr 
Iieng at his girdel white as morwe milk. 360 Hir k. 
Ws But al, 
N. 257. At ſons] At the ſeſſions of the peace. Ihe juſtices, H 
hy the ſtat. 34 Fd. III. c. 1, were to be in each county,“ un 5 81 
r.eur et v eſque lui trois ou quatre des meultz vauez du Wel ſe 


6. Or 
* * 5 

* cyuntee, enſemhiement ove aſcuns ſages de la ey.“ AN - To ſitt 

thy frankelcin might perhaps be conunitoned under this de- 


ſcription ; but I know not how he could be a knight of the V. 391 
inire, as they by 46 Edw. III. were to be CN ni . or Ser ants (upon wi 
cguntaur 


des iculx wauen dicpai; unleſs we ſuppoſe either that the rank 
r >erjant (Eſquire) was as undefined as it is now, or that his 
office at Jultice made him an Efquire within the meaning of 


what offi- 
inqueſt jr 
law-ploffa 


the act. 
N. 2359. An anelace] See the Glo. to M.Paris in v. Anelacius. — I on 
| than | 


It was a kind of knife or dagger uſualiy worn at the girdle. In 5 
that paſſage of M. Paris, p. 342, where Petrus de Rivallis is i ( 
mentioned as“ geftans anelacium ad lambare, quod clericum ade. he 
non decchat, it may be doubted whether the wearing o an TI 
anelace imply, or the wearing of it at the girdle,was an i de- * n 80 
cent thing in a clerk. Ihe tive city-mechanicks, a tew lines ; ugh th 
below, arc defciibed as wearing knives, and probably at thetr 2 * ſtew, 
virdles, (ſee ver. 370, though the latter circumſtance is not W 7 
cicarly exprefied. In the piQure of Chaucer which is inſerted hes cure a 
in fome copies of Occleve's book De Kegimine Principis he is 3 perh. 
revreſerted with a knife hanging froma button upon lis breait, | — andi 
tee ing. Har. 4566, Cotton, Otho, A. xviii. * 1 25 9 
V. 2359. a gifciere] Fr. gibeciere, a purſe. The mechanicks, — hae 
ver. 379, have alſo tlien pcuchies. I * more 
e gloflar 


THE PROLGGUE, 


A ſhereve hadde he ben and a countour; 

Was no wher ſwiche a worthy vavaſour. 
An Haberdaſber, and a Carpenter, 

A Webbe, a Deyer, and a Tuapiſer, 

Were alle yclothed in o livere 

Of a ſolempne and grete fraternite. 

Ful freſhe and newe hir gere ypiked was; 

Hir knives were ychaped not with bras, 

But all with ſilver wrought ful clene and wel, 

Hir girdeles and hir pouches every del: 

Wel ſemed cche of hem a favre burgeis 

To ſitten in a gild halle on the deis: 


F. 361. a ct,, This word has been changed in ed. Urr. 
(upon what authorſty I know not) to corner. The mi. ail read 
countour or comptour. At the ſame time it is not eaſy to ſay 
what office is meant. 1 have a notion that the foreman of the 
inqueſt in the Hundred-court was called a CH ονã/j:; but the 
law-gloffaries do not take notice orany ſuch ſenſe of the word, 
and I cannot at preſent produce any thing ſtronger in ſupporr 
of it than the fullowing paſſage of R. G. p. 8 38; ſperking of au 
Hundred court ſummoned by the Conſtable of Glouceiter 
Callie, he ſays that 

He hald this Hundred mid gret-folk ani! honour, 

And Adam of Arderne was is [his] chef Countory, 
Though this may poſſibly mean that Adam acted as accompt- 
ant or ſteward of the court. 

V. 262. vavaſuur] The preciſe import of this word is often 
as obſcure as its original. See Pu Cange in v. In this place it 
heul perhaps be underſtocd to mean the whole clais of mid- 
ting landiolders, 
y. 372. o the dir} This word occurs fo frequently in our 
0:4 authors that it may be worth the while to endeavour to 
ive a more ſatisfactory explanation of it than is to be tonne 
zu the glofſaries. 1 appretiend that it originally fignitied the 

C 1; 
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30 Tur PROLOGUP. 


Everich for the wiſdom that he can 
Was ſhapelich for to ben an alderman. 


wooden floor Pair, Fr. de oafſibus, Lat. J which was laid at the 
upper end of rhe hall, as we ſtill ſee it in college-halls. Oc. That 
part of the room therefore which was floored with planks was 
called the dais, the reſt being either the bare ground or at beſt 
paved with none) and being raid above the level of the other 
parts it was en called the bizh dais. In royal halls there were 
mored2i5thanone, eachofthem probably raiſed above the other 
by one or more ſteps, and that where the King tat was called 
the higheft dais. At a dinner which Charles V. of France gave 
ta the Emperour Charles IV. iu 1377, Chyiittine de Piſan ſays, 
LA. de Ch. V. P. iii. c. 33, ] “cinꝗ dois [41:5] avoit en la ſale 
* plains de Princes et de Barons, ct autres tables par · tuut.— 
t tient les deu grans tis et les drecouers fais de bar - 
« rieres a | 'environ”-- As the principal able was always placed 
upon a das, it began very ſoon by a natural abuſe of words 
to be called itſeiſ adais, and people were faid to ſit at the dais, 
inſtead of at the table upon the 47/3. It was fo in the time of 
M. Paris, Vit. Abb. p. 1070, Friore praudente ad magnam 
% menſam, quam deis vocgmus.” Menage, whoſe autho- 
rity ſeems to have led later antigquaries to interpret dais a ca- 
n py, has evidently confounded ders with ders. Ders and der- 
feet from dg ſum, as heobſerves) meant properly the hanginps 
at the back of the company, {Pu Cange, v. Dorſule,j but as the 
me hangings were often drawn over fo as to form a Kind of 
C40py over their heads the whole was called a ders. Ch in, 
p. ii. c. 41, „Sus chaſcun des trois [the Emperour and the 
Kings of France and Bohemia] avoit un ciel, dittinge Pun de 
«© | autre, dedrap d'or a fleurs de lis; et pardeſſus ces trois en 
* >yoit un grant, qui coudroit tout au long de la table, et tau 
« {erri-re eux fendait et eſtoit de drap d'or.” This laſt ciel of 
cancpy ** which covered the whole length of the table, ard 
„ hug down behind the company,” was a ders. 'I hat it was 
quite a different thing from a deis appears from what foo 
A b. utte dis [dais] auplus pres,” the ſays “ feoit---le Dau 
» phin and others. Et ſus ie chieſ du Daulphin avoit un Cty 
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THE PROLOGUE, 31 


For cate] hadden they ynough and rent, 375 
And eke hir wives wolde it wel aſſent; 

And elles certainly they were to blame: | 
It is ful fayre to ben ycleped Madame, 


| And for to gon to vigiles all before, 

And have a mantel reallich ybore. 380 
: A (le they hadden with hem for the nones, 

7 To boile the chikenes and the marie bones, 


* et puis un autre pardeſſus qui toute la table couvroit.“ Pais 
here plainly means @ table. Ihe Dauphin fat at the ſecond 
table, and had a Canopy over his own licad, and another which 
covered the whole tabic. In ſhort, one of Menage's own cita- 
tions, it properly corrected, will tully cttablith the dH inc ſen» 
ſes of theſe two words. Cercimeon. de Godifroy, p. 335, I. e 

* Roy fe vint mettre a table ſur un pant ders (read d-is) ſait et 
* prepare en la grande ſalle du logis Archiepiſcopal, /ous u, 
* 27and ders, le ſond du quel eſtoit tout d'or.” He has another 
citation from Martene, de Mon. Kit. LA. C. xi. p. 109, in which 

ca- be himſelf allows that dafum (the ſame as dais) mutt ſignity 

dere WR rate, a raiſed floor. It appears from the fame citation 

ings Nut the aſcent to the dum was by more tteps than une. — 

; the Sc below, ver. 2202, 9585. 10373, and Gower, Conf. Amat. 

ad of W'!. 155, a. Sittende ½% n the hie ders. 

Vine, V. 381. for the noncs] ** That is, as 1 conceive, for the acca- 

a the Wn. This phraſe, which was very frequently though not al- 

un de ways very precitely uicd by our old writers, I ſuppoſe to 

ois en ee been originally a corruption of corrupt Latin. From 

et cout nung TI ſuppoſe came for the nunc, and 10 for the nonce, 
ciel tu as from ad- nunc came ann. Ibe Spanith cntonces has 

e, ard Ven formed in the ſame manner from in- tung.“ I have 
it wa {Wcated this note from the latt edit. of Shakeſpeare, vol. v. p. 

ow WW? 45 1 have not found any reaſon to alter my opinion with 

c Paul Wnt to the original of tis phraſe. I will add here a lift of 
un Co patiaces in thete Tales in which it is wied in che tame 


33> THE PROLOGUE, 


4 


And poudre marchant, tart and galingale. 
Wel coude he knowe a draught of London ale, 
He coude roſte, and ſethe, and broile, and frie, 385 
Maken mortrewes, and wel bake a pie; 

zut gret harm was it, as it thoughte me, 
That on his ſhinne a mormal hadde he. 


ſenſe. See ver. 525, 547, 3469, 13945, 15339. Sec alſo R. G. 
p. 255, 
And he hadde wor the nones tweye ſuerdes by hys ſyde. 

V. 383. And poudre mare hit] What kind of ingredient this 
was I cannot tell. Cotgrave mentions a pouldre blanche and a 
pouldre de die, which ſeem both to have been uſed in cookery. 
I muit take notice that the epithet tat, in moſt of the mall. is 
annexed to poudre marchant, and I rather with I had left it 
there, as for any thing that I know it may ſuit that as well as 
galingale. 

F. 384. London ale] Whether this was a different ſort of ale 
from that of the provinces or only better made I know not, 
but it appears to have been in requeſt above a century aſter 
Chaucer. In the account of the feaſt of Archbithop Warham in 
1504 are the ſollowing articles. Lel. Collect. App. P. it. p. 30. 

De cerviſa Cant. vi. dol. prec. gol. xxv s. 

De cerviſa Ang. Bert xx. dol. prec. dol. xxlii 8. iv d. 

So that London ale was higher priced than Kentith by 5 s. a 
barrel. 

F. 286. Malen mortrettes] Lord Bacon, in his Nat. Hf. i. 
48, ſpcaks of a mortreſs made with the braun cf capors 
ramped and ſtrained.” Ile joins it with the cullice co; « 
cocks. It ſrems to have been a rich broth or ſoup, in the pre- 
parat ion of which the fleth was ſtamped or beat in a mortar, 
tem hence it probably derived its name, unc morereu/?, to 
I cannot ſay that 1 have ever met with the French word. 

V. 288. a mormal] A cancer cr ganetene; ſo :he Gloſſ. and 
I believe Chaucer meant nomore, by his confining the diſcae 
to the thin. The original word, Aalun, martin, Lat. 4100” 
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THE PROLOCUE., 


For blanc manger that made he with the beſt. 
A Shipman was ther woned fer by welt; 390 

For ought | wote he was of Derremouth ; 

He rode upon a rouncie, as he couthe, 

All in a goune of falding to the knee. 

A dagger hanging by e las hadde hee 

About his nekke under his arm adomn 395 

The hote ſommer hadde made his hewe al broun: 

And certainly he was a good felaw; 

ful many a draught of win he hadde draw 

From Burdeux ward while that the chapmen flepe : 

Oi nice conſcience toke he no kepe, 400 

[that he faught and hadde the higher hand 

by water he ſcnt bem home to every land. 


ut of his craft to rekon wel bis tides, 

lis ſtremes and his ſtrandes him beſides, 

lis herberwe, his mone, and his lodemanage, 405 
her was non ſwiche from Hull unto Cartage, 


, Fr. ſeems to have Honified a Kind of dead palſy, which 
« away emircly the we of the legs and teet. Du Cange in v. 
WR martuum. Jonron, in tu, tacion of this paſſage, has de- 
0d a cook with an old mortmal on his thin.” Sad 


15 p "Ty 

N R ord, A. 11. 4. 6. 
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m_ All in a goure of faidirg) I have added of! for the 
4 * oi the verſe, but perhaps unneceſlarily, as tome of the mil. 
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4 goune of falding unto the knee. 
and teadet has been ſorc warned [I, Oc. p. 168.) that Chau- 
ſcale not always correct in the diſpotition of lus accents. 
e. Uf nice conſcience} Il. Stephie. s informs us that nice 
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Hardy he was, and wiſe, | undertake; He 
With many a terapeſt hadde his berd be ſhake: were 
He knew wel alle the havens as they were And w 
Fro Gotland to the Cape de Finiſtere, a0 7c wa. 
And every creke in Bretagne and in Spaine : The cau 
His barge ycleped was the Magdelaine. Anon he 
With us ther was a Dectour of Phiſile; ul redy 
In all this world ne was ther non him like Io ſend } 
To ſpeke of phiſike and of ſurgerie, 418 or eche. 
For he was grounded in aſtronomie. lir frend 
He kept his patient a ful gret del VCl kaew 
In houres by his magike naturel : ad Diuſe 
Wel coude he fortunen the aſcendent d Hippo 
Of his images for his patient, nion, x 
verrois, I 


was the old French word for niais, one of the ſynonyms 

Sot. Apal. Herod. I. i. c. 4. Our Author uſes it elſewhere it 
original ſente for foolih, ver. 65203 

But ſay that we ben wiſe, and nothing nice. 

v. 405. His berbereve, his mone] In ver. 11 347 he uſs; 

berwe for the place of the ſun, which perhaps it may ſi 

here. Lodemanage ſeems to be formed (as the glofl. obſe 


Thard, an 
his diet 
it Was of 
: of gret n. 
$ ſtudie wa 


by adding a French termination to the Sax. ladman, a C998. ; . 0% 
pilot. It would have been more Englith to have ſaid lod 11, * 19002 Hf. 
thip, as ſeamanſhip, horſemanſhip, tc, From the ſan!Mht r — m. 
perty of leading the north ſtar, in ver. 2061, is called te the 1 

Mere 


flerre ; and hence alſo our name of loadſtone for the . ly obſer, 
* * A * - are * e 
. 418. by his magike nuturel] The ſame practices a When, wo, 1 


ed to in H. F. Iii. 175, ppocrates 41 
And clerkes cke, which conne wel * Aldang * 
All this magyke naturel, Magnus ts 2 
That eraftely do her ententes Alter et oe 
To maken in certay ne aſcendentes „on- rest 
» VET, 12 


mages, lo! through which magyke 
Fo n:2ken a man ben dolce or icke. 


THE PROLOGUE, 


He knew the cauſe of every maladie, 

Were it of cold, or hote, or moilt, or drie, 
And wher engendred, and of what humour : 
He was a veray parſite practiſour. 

The cauſe yknowe, and of his harm the rote, 
Anon he gave to the ſike man his bote. 

ul redy hadde he his apothecaries 

o ſend him dragges and his lettuaries, 

or eche of hem made other for to winne: 
lir frendſhip n'as not newe to beginne. 

Vel knew he the old Eſculapius, 

ad Dioſcorides and cke Rufus, 

d Hippocras, Halt, and Gallien, 

tapion, Raſis, and Avicen, 

verrois, Damaſcene, and Conſtantin, 
rnard, and Gatiſden, and Gilbertin. 

his diete meſurable was he, 

rit was of no ſuperfluitee, 

e vis Wt of gret nouriſhing, and digeſtible ; 


Av 1 | . . 
8 de die was but litel on the Bible. 440 
n. ag 3. 0% Hippocras) Whoever is curious to know more of 
10 hoe phyſicians mentioned in thiscatalogue may conſult the Ac- 
he (at of Authors, Gs. in ed. lr. Fabric Bibi. Med. Et, 


Medi! nd the Klench., Me ticor. Fet. ap. eund. N. Ui. Gr. C. xili. I 
ce ihe * only obſerve that the naracs of Hippocras or Y pucras, and 
ices rome were uſed, even by theLatin writers of the middle ages, 


lippocrates and Galen. See the inſcriptions in the library 
- Albans, Monat. t. i. p. 184; 

Magnus ram medicus, Ilypoecras ſum nomine dictus. 

Aer et egregius vocitatus cram Galienus. 

OW, ver. 12240. 


THE PROLOGUE, 


3þ 


jn ſanovin and in perſe he clad was alle 
Lined with taffata and with ſendalle. 
And yet he was but cſy of diſpence; 
He kepte that he wan in the pellilence; 
For gold in phiſike is a cordial, 44 
Therfore he laved gold in ſpecial, 

A good M was ther of beſide Bathe, 
But ſhe was ſora del defe, and that was ſcathe. 
Of cloth making ſhe hadde ſiche an haunt 


FAnd t 
he h: 
At Ro 
In Gal 
She cot 
zat tot 
pon a 
wimp! 
N brod 


9 
* 
Ag 
I 
Te 


She paſſed hem of Ipres and of Gaunt. 4/8 {ore n. 
In all the pariſh wif ne was ther non Hnd on! 
Thar to the offring before hire ſhulde gon, 5 felawi 


And if ther did, certain ſo wroth was ſhe 
That the was out of alle charitee. 


JWf remed 
or of tha 


Hire coverchieſs weren ful fine of ground; A good 
I dorite ſwere they weyeden a pound "Wil 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede : ut riche | 
Hire hoſen weren of fine ſcarlet rede, ewas al, 
Ful ſtreite yteyed, and Moon ful moiſt and newe: hat Crit 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and rede of hew. . pariſhe; 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; enigne he 
Houſbondes at the chirche dore had ſhe had five, aud in de 


Withouten other compagnie in youthe, 


. * 0 much tl 
But thero\ nedeth not to ſpeke as nouthe; 


d Obſcrve tha 
ee K. G. P. 45 
e verſe. 

N. 479. Gat 
iy ofthe mi 


v. 549. Af and newe] Moiſt ishere uſed in a pecullar ſent 
derived from muſcut ; for according to Nonius, 2, 518.“ 
« #111 non ſolum vinum, verum etiam noveilum quiqui 


« recte dicitur,” So in ver. 17009 moiſty ale is oppoſed 10:1, ca * 
= 0, Bd 110 „ J » $; s þ '_ 7 Fr, 
v. 464. as nue] Ne uſe of nouthe for now, in this meant by thi 
1 ale when ſp 


Volume IL 


TAE PROLOGUE, 37 


And thries hadde ſhe ben at Jeruſaleme; abs 
Phe hadde paſſed many a {trange ſtreme: 
At Rome ſhe hadde ben, and at Boloine, 
In Galice at Seint James, and at Coloine : 
She coude moche of wandring by the way; 
at- tothed was ſhe, ſothly for to ſay: 470 
WUpon an ambler eſily ſhe ſat, 
: 'wimpled wel, and on hire hede an hat 
Is brode as is a bokeler or a targe, 
\ ſote mantel about hire hippes large, 


[4 


4* 
And on hire fete a pair of ſporres ſharpe. 475 
In {clawſhip wel coude ſhe laughe and carpe 
)f remedies of love ſhe knew parchance, 
or of that arte ſhe conde the oldc dance. 

A good man ther was of religioun 
That was a poure Perſone of a toun, 489 
ut riche he was of holy thought and werk; 

c was alſo a lerned man, a Clerk, 
hat Criſtes goſpel trewely wolde preche; 
13 pariſhens devoutly wolde he teche ; 
enigne he was, and wonder diligent, 485 
And in adverſite ſul patient, 


as ſo much the appearance of a botch, that it may be proper 
pd obſcrve that the word was in uſe before Chaucer's time. 


ee K. G. p. 455, 8. In the latter inftance it is in the middle of 
ar (e1© verſe. 


518. FR. 470. Gat-rorbed) Whether we read thus, with the gene- 
wia ity of the miſ. or cat tothed, with . AA. 1, 2, or g- tzthed, 
oled, ith ed. Urry. Iconfeſs myſelf equally unable to explain what 


1 01115 PW meant by this circumſtance of deſcription. Ihe Wife uſcs the 
rate when ſpeaking of herſelf in ver. 6185. 
Velume II. D 
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38 THE PROLOGUE. 


And ſwiche he was ypreved often ſithes; 


Ful loth were him to curſen ſor his tithes, 80 th 


But rather wolde he yeven out of doute Ile u 
Unto his poure pariſhens aboute 492 and 
Of his offring, and cke of his ſubſtance; He w 
He coude in litel thing have ſuſſiſance: Ne of 
Wide was his pariſh, and houſes fer aſonder, But ir 
But he ne left nought for no rain ne thonder, Jo dr 
In ſikeneſſe and in miſchief to viſite 407 By go 
The ferreſt in his parith moche and lite But it 
Upon his fete, and in his hand a ſtal: What 
This noble enſample to his ſnepe he yaf, lim w 
That firſt he wrought and afterward he taught, A bett. 
Out of the goſpel he the wordes caught, 80 He wat 
And this figure he added yet therto "= mal 
That if gold ruſte what ſnuld iren do? 3h Cr 
For if a preeſt be foule on whom we truſt He tauę 
No wonder is a lewed man to ruſt; 2 With 
And ſhame it is if that a preeſt take kepe get That ha 
To ſee a ſhitten ſhepherd and clene ſhepe: 4 Nenn 
Wel ought a prceſt enſample for to yeve Living ii 
God love 


By his cleneneſſe how his ſhepe ſhulde live. 


| At alle ti 
He ſette not his bencſice to hire, t alle ti 


. . A 
And lette his ſhepe acombred in the mire, 31 of tha 
GY r 
And ran unto London unto Seint Poules os wolde 
vor Criſt, 


To ſeken him a chanteric for ſoules, 
Or with a brotherhede to be withold, 
But dwelt at home and kepte wel his ſold, 


Withoute 


v. 528. 
t Ido no 


THE PROLOGUE, 


80 that the wolf ne made it not miſcarie: 
He was a ſhephefd and no mercenarie; 
And though he holy were and vertuous 


2 23 
4 : He was to ſinful men not dilpitous, 
Ne of his ſpeche dangerous ne digne, 
But in his teching diſerete and benigus. 
To drawen folk to hever with fairencile, 
407 By good enſample, was his befinclie; 
70 


But it were any perſonue dbſtinat, 

What ſo he were of highe or low eſtat, 

lim wolde he ſnibben fazrply for the nones: 
A better preeft I trowe that no wher non is. 

' He waited after no pompe ne reverence, 


* Ne maked him no ſpiced conſcience 
But Criſtes fore, and his apoſtles twelve 
He taught, but firſt he folwed it himſelve. 530 
With him ther was a P/5w0:2un, was his brother, 
my That hadde ylaid cf dong ful many a fother; 


A trewe ſwinker and a good was he, 

Living in pees and parfite charitee : 

God loved he befte with alle his herte 835 
At alle times, were it gain or ſmertæe, n 
And than his neighebour right as himſelve. 

He wolde threſn, and therto dike and delve, 

For Criſtes ſake, for c very poure wight 

Vithouten hire, if it lay in his might. 540 


$10 


v. 523. ſpiced conſi2nce] This phraſe occurs again ver.6017, 
wt Ido not underitand it. 


Dy 


40 THE PROLOGUE, 


His tithes paied he ful fayre and wel 


Both of his propre ſwinke and his catel, Andt 


In a tabard he rode upon a mere. $ 2 2 
Ther was alſo a Reve, and a Millere, | * * 
A Sompnour, and a Pardoner alſo, 54: N 2 
A Manciple, and myſelf; ther n' ere no mo. 1 — 
The Miller was a ſtout carl ſor the nones, $2 
Ful bigge he was of braun and eke of bones, 07 . 
That proved wel, for over all ther he came, Wy" 
At wraſtling he wold bere away the ram. oy ol oY 
He was ſhort ſhuldered, brode, a thikke gnarre, A or 
Ther n'as no dore that he n'olde heve of barre * ha 
Or breke it at a renning with his hede ; 
His berd as any ſowe or fox was rede, a 
And therto brode as though it were a ſpade. „ey att: 
G11:a8, an 


Upen the cop right of his noſe he hade hls a 
A wert, and theron ſtode a tufte of heres Naas ( 
Rede as the briſtles of a ſowes eres : 


Omn 
His noſe-thirles blacke were and wide : _ 
A ſwerd and bokeler bare he by his fide : 56s Mand 
His month as wide was as a forneis: he laſt ſta 
. - . Sum 
He was a jangler and a Goliardeis, — 
Y. 550. the ram] This was the uſual prize at wreſtling Po 2 
matches. See below, ver. 12671, and Gamelyn, ver. 343, 55% n 
M. Paris mentions 2 wreſtling- match at Weſtminſter in tit he Gallo : 
year 1222, at which a ram was the prize, p. 265. x crops 
V. 562. a Goliardeis) Un Goliardois, Fr. Goliardus, or C Ma wh g 
arden/is, Lat. This jovial ſe ſeems to have been ſo called g. hs ** — 
Golias, the real or aſſumed name of a man of wit toward the e ding — 
141 3 


of the 12th century, who wrote the Apocal ya Goalie and vi tethren 


g * 


THE PROLOGUE, 


And that was moſt of ſinne and harlotries : 
: Wel coude he ſtelen corne and tollen thries; 
And yet he had a thomb of gold parde, 
A white cote and a blew hode wered he: 
54) WF A baggepipe wel coude he blowe and ſoune, 
And therwithall he brought us out of toune. 
A gentil Manciþle was ther of a temple, 
Of which achatours mighten take enſemple 570 
For to ben wiſe in bying of vitaille, 
ror whether that he paide or toke by taille 
a Algate he waited ſo in his achate 
That he was ay belore in good eſtate: 


pieces in burleſque Latin rhymes, ſome of which have been 
alſely attributed to Walter Map. Sce Tannetr”*s Bibl. Brit. in v. 
Hias, and Du Cange in v. Goliardus, 'Chere is a poem by one 
f this ſeQ in n. Bod. 3869, Fames, 32, which is entitled Dia 
Yuſdam Goliardi Anglici, and begins thus ; 

Omnibus in Gallia, Anglus Goliardus, 

Obediens et humilis, ſrater non battardus, 


Goliz diſcipulus, dulzns quod tam tardus, 
Mandat ſalutem fratribus, nomine Richardus, 


he laſt ſtanza is this; 


$3 


cbs 


summa falus omnium, filius Marie, 

Paſcat, potet, veiliat puervs Galiæ, 

Et conſervet ſocios ſanctæ coaftariæ 

Ad dies uſque ultimos Enochet Elyæ. 
n ſeveral authors of the 12th century, quoted by Du Cange, 
he Goliardi are claſſed with the joculatores cr buFancs. 
V. 565, a thomb of gold} If che alluſion be, as is mot pro- 
ible, to the old proverb. Every honeſt miller has a thumb 
' of gold,” this paſſage may mean that our Miller, notwith- 
t mT his thefts, was an honeſt miller, i. e. as honec!t as his 
Tetaren, 


rreftling 


343, 555 
x in tit 


, or Git 
led frof 
d thee 
and o 


g * 
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42 THE PROLOGUE, 


Now is not that of God a ful fayre grace 
That ſwiche a lewed mannes wit ſhal pace 
The wiſdom of an hepe of lered men ? 

Of maiſters had he mo than thries ten 
That were of lawe expert and curious, 
Of which ther was a doſein in that hous 
Worthy to ben ſtewardes of rent and lond 
Of any lord that is in Englelond, 

To maken him live by his propre good 
In honour detteles, but if he were wood, 
Or live as ſcarſly as him liſt deſire, 

And able for to he!pen all a ſhire 

In any cas that mighte fallen or happe; 


And yet this Manciple ſette hir aller cappe. 


The Reve was a ſlendre colerike man, 


His berd was ſhave as neighe as ever he can: 


His here was by his eres round yſhorne; 
His top was docked like a preeſt beſorne: 
Ful longe were his legges and ful lene, 
like a ftaff; ther was no calf yſene : 

Wel coude he kepe a garner and a binne; 


Ther was non auditour coude on him winne : 
Wel wiſte he by the drought and by the rain 


"The yelding of his ſeed and of his grain. 


F. 588. ſettte bir aller cage] Aller is the genitive plural 
alle, from the Sax. ealra. Hir aller would be properly render 
in Latin cerumomaium. See the Fav, c. n. 27. To ſet a mal 
cap is the ſame as to make a fool of him. See ver. 3145, 


How that a clerk hath ſet the wrightes cappe. 


His Ic 
His fi 
Were 
And b 
; Sin th: 
Ther c 
Ther n 
That h 
They v 
His wol 
With gi 
e couc 
Ful rich, 
His lord 
To yeve 
ind hav, 
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his Rey 
hat Was 
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THE PROLOOUE, 


10 


75 


His lordes ſhepe, his nete, and his deirie, 


* 


Were holly in this Reves governing, 
And by his covenant yave he rekening, 
Sin that his lord was twenty yere of age; 
3% Ther coude no man bring him in arerage. 
Ther n'as baillif, ne herde, ne other hine, 605 
That he ne knew his ſleight and his covine; 
They were adradde of him as of the deth. 
His wonning was ſul ſayre upon an heth; 
With grene trees yſhadewed was his place; 
He coude better than his lord pourchace: 610 
Tul riche he was yſtored privily: 
His lord wel coude he pleſen ſubtilly 
To yeve and lene him of his owen good, 
and have a thank and yet a cote and hood. 
n youthe he lerned hadde a good miſtere; 615 
e was a wel good wright, a carpentere. 
his Reve ſate upon a right good ſtot 
hat was all pomelee grey, and highte Scot : 


Oar At 


* 
. 


58 


59 


v. 67. a right good ot] I take fot to be put here for o, 
e Saxon word for a ftallion. A ſtot ſignified properly a bul- 
(ck, as it ſtill does in the North. See the Percy Houſb. Book, 
2,and note. The paſſage which Du Cange, in v. Stattus, has 
oted from Maddox, Form. Angl. p. 427, to ſhew that fortus 
nifies equus admiſſarius, proves rather that it ſignifies a bul- 
k. John de Nevill leaves to his eldeſt ſon ſeveral ſpecifick 
acies; „et eciam cc vaccas pro ftauro, cc fottos et flirkes, 

mm bidentes,” c. Stirke is the Sax. name for a heifer, ſo 

at there can be little doubt that cc tte et firke; ſhould be 

dered ce bullocks and heifers. 


e pluti 
y renden 
ſet a mY 


3145. 


His ſwine, his hors, his ſtore, and his pultrie, co 
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44 THE PROLOGUE. 
Ne of 
Wel lo 
And fc 
Than; 
And w. 
Than v 
A fewe 


A long ſurcote of perſe upon he hade, 
And by his ſide he bare a rufly blade. 620 
Of Norfolk was this Reve of which 1 tell, 
Beſide a toun men clepen Baldeſwell. 
Tucked he was, as is a frere aboute, 
And ever he rode the hindereſt of the route. 

A Sompnour was ther with us in that place 62; 


That hadde a ſire- red cherubinnes face, [hat he 
For ſauſefleme he was, with eyen narwe; No won 
And eke 


As hote he was and 1ikerous as a ſparwe, 

With ſcalled browes blake and pilled berd; 

Of his viſage children were ſore aferd. 630 
Ther n'as quickſilver, litarge, ne brimſton, 

Boras, ceruſe, ne oile of tartre non, 

Ne oinement, that wolde clenſe or bite, 

That him might helpen of his whelkes white, 


an clep 
ut who 
han ha, 


12 
He wa 


better 
le wolde 


v. 626. cherubinnes face] H. Stephens, Apol. Herod. l. i. , good fe 
30, quotes the ſame thought from a French epigram ; 


Noe grands docteurs au cherubin viſuge, Cc. 


N. 627. ſauſef:me}] I find this word in an old Fr. bock of phy- 
ſick, which I have quoted before in n. on ver. 165; *Oignemert Wt V+ 648. L 
* magiſttel pur ſauſefleme et pur cheſcune manere de roigne.” W'tntly in Þ 
—Roigne ſignifies any ſcorbutick eruption. So in the Taν,i s, Quid 7 
Notable Things, b. i. 70, ** A ſawsfleame or red pimpled e Ang. Mc 
is helped with this medicine following.”—'Two of the * *crit ad hy 
gredients are quickſilver and brimſtone. In another place,“ V. 649. a ; 
ii. 20, oyle of tartar is ſaid “ to take away cleane all fp en to men 
« freckles, and filthy wwhealzs.” Theſe laſt I ſuppoſe are u Welſh, is f. 
Chaucer calls c t. -The original of the word ſeems to bung wom 
pointed out in the following paſſage, Vit. k. ii, a Mon. F to hay 
p. 169; © facies alba---interdum ſang uinis feamate viclato,” 05, King of 


| twelve 
ul privel 


THE PROLOCUE, 45 


Ne of the knobbes fitting on his chekes : 635 

wel loved he garlike, onions, and lekes, 
And for to drinke ſtrong win as rede as blood, 

Than wolde he ſpeke and crie as he were wood; 

And whan that he wel dronken had the win, 

Than wold he ſpeken no word but Latin: 640 
A fewe termes coude he, two or three, 
That he had lerned out of ſom decree; 
No wonder is, he heard it all the day: 
And cke ye knowen wel how that a jay 
an clepen watte as wel as can the pope: 645 
ut who ſo wolde in other thing him grope 
han hadde he ſpent all his philoſophie; 
y Pueſlio quid juris; wolde he crie. 

He was a gentil harlot and a kind; | 
better felaw ſhulde a man not find: 659 
le wolde ſuffre for a quart of wine F 
good felaw to have his concubine 
\ twelve month, and excuſe him at the full : 
ul prively a finch eke coude he pull; 


v. 648. Jud io quid Juris) This kind of queſtion occurs fre- 
uently in Ralph de Hengham. After having ſtated a caſe he 


520 


625 


630 


LES 


of phy 


Nemen 


jene.“ 

en Its, Quid iuris? and then proceeds to give the anſwer to it. 
ned fate Heng. Mag. c. xi, ; “ Eſto autem quod reus nullo modo ve- 
the nerit ad hunc diem. quid juris 7? c. See allo c. 12. 

place, V. 649. a gentil harlot] The name of Harlot was anciently 
all (p< to men as well as women. See below, ver. 7336. Herlod, 
are wi Welch, is ſaid to fignify fimply a young man, and herlodes 
ms to ung woman. Richards, Welſh Dict. in v.; with us it ſeems 
u. FU as to have been a diſgraceful appellation. In R. R. ver. 


65, King of harlets is Chaucer's tranſlat. of Roy des ribaulx. 


« $..64 
2C127% 1 


46 THE PROLOGUE, 


And if he found o where a good felawe 
He wolde techen him to have non awe 
In ſwiche a cas of rhe-archedekencs curſe, 
But if a mannes joule were in his purſe, 
For in his purſe he ſhulde ypuniſhed be; 
Purſe is the archedekens helle ſaid he, 66; 
But wel I wote he lied right in dede; 
Of curſing ought eche gilty man him drede, 
For curſe wol ſle right as aſſoiling ſaveth, 
And alſo ware him of a fgnificavit. 
lu danger hadde he at his owen giſc 66; 
The yonge girles of the docile, | 
And knew hir conſeil and was of hir rede. 
A gerlond hadde he ſette upon his hede 
As gret as it were ſor an aleſtake ; 
A bokeler hadde he made him of a cake, & 
With him ther rode a gentil Pardonere 
Of Rouncevall, his frend and his compere, 


k 14 
v 


v. 664. a fignificavit) The writ de excommunicato c 
commonly called a fgniFeavit, from the beginning of the wr: 
which is as follows; Rex Vicecomiti L. ſalutem. 5yniiican 
&* nobis vegcrabilis pater H. L. Epiſcopus,” c. Col. A bi 
p- 1054. | 

v. 665. In danger halide he] i. e. within the reach or contt 
of his office, See Hif. Abbar. Pipexvelt, ap. Monat. nal. t. 
815 ; „Nec audebant Abbates eidem refiitere, quia aut pro 
« nariis aut pro bladis ſemper fuerunt Abbatcs i danger is oi 
ti Officialis. The youge girles, inthe next lac, may % 
nify either the young men or the young women, as girl v 
formerly an appellation common to both fexes. 

i. 672. Of Rouncewal!] I can. hardly think that Chan- 
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Du Cange | 


THE PROLOCUE, 


chat ſtreit was comen from the court of Rome; 
Wl loude he ſang Come hither love to me. 
nis Sompnour bare to him a ſtiff burdoun, 675 
Ny as never trompe of half ſo gret a ſoun. 
Wis Pardoner had here as yelwe as wax, 
„ Wit ſmoth it heng as doth a ſtrike of flax; 
Wy unces heng his lokkes that he hadde, 
nd therwith he his ſhulders overſpradde : 680 
heant to bring his Pardoner from Roncevaux in Navarre, and 
ct I cannot find any place of that name in England. An hoſ- 
ital * Beatz Marize de Rouncyvalle” in Charing, London, is 
6 W:cntioned in the Mona. t. ii. p. 443 ; and there was a Runce- 
al-Hall in Oxford, Stevens, v. it. p. 262; ſo that perhaps it 
as the name of ſome fraternity. 
v. 67.4. Come hither love to me] This, I ſuppoſe, was the be- 


inning or the burthen of ſome known ſong. —Love is here 2 
Hyllable, as in ver. 260 


68 In love dãys, ther coud he mGchel helpe. 
d in ver. 1627; 
Ful (oth is ſayde, that love nc lordſhip. 
he double rhyme of to me anſwering to Rome, proves evi- 


16100 8 "t'y chat Rome in this place is to be pronounced as a diſſyl- 
he ie; we need therefore have no ſcruple, I think, of pronoun». 
nil cars it in the ſame manner wherever the metre requires two 
fu. bi abies. See ver. 4562, 4576, 5 388, 5568.—A like uſe may 
made of other fimilar rhymes in Chaucer for eſtabliſhing 
comme pronunciation of thee ferainine. In ver. 1667 3 by me rhymes 
„t. ee, and in 77. ii. 991, to time and prime; and accord- 
1: prodigy boch time and prime are uſed in other places as diſſyl- 
erhgges. See ver. 7984, 10827 —10674, 12596. ·ͥ In theſe caſes. 
may e nal monoſyliable me transfers its accent to the preceding 
„gi able, after the manner of the Greek encliticks, and the final 
courſe becomes a mere e feminine. 
Cha 675. bare—a fAiff burdoun] Sang the baſs. See ver. 4163, 


Di Cage in v. Burda, 


48 TAE PROLOGUE» 


Ful thinne it lay, by culpons on and on, 
But hode for jolite ne wered he non, 
For it was truſſed up in his wallet. 

Him thought he rode al of the newe get, 
Dithevele, ſauf his cappe, he rode all bare: 683 
Swiche glaring eyen hadde he as an hare: 

A vernicle hadde he ſewed upon his cappe; 

His wallet lay beforne him in his lappe 

Bret-ful of pardon come from Rome al hote: 

A vois he hadde as ſmale as hath a gote: 691 


hatt 
Upon 
; He ha 
Und ir 
zut wi 


\ pour 
| pon a 
"han t.! 

And th 


Ile mac 


No berd hadde he, ne never non ſhulde have; But t 
As ſmothe it was as it were newe ſhave: He was 
I trowe he were a gelding or a mare. Vel cou 
But of his craft, fro Berwike unto Ware Put alde 
Ne was ther ſwiche an other Pardonere, or wel 
For in his male he hadde a pilwebere He muſl 
Which, as he ſaide, was oure Ladies veil; 'o winn 
He ſaide he hadde a gobbet of the ſeyl herfore 
Now | 


v. 634. thenewwe get] The new faſhion. Gette or jert (fortit BY 
mill. differ) is uſed in the ſame ſenſe by Occleve, De Reg. Tria. h eſtat, 
m. Bod. 1504, 1786; 


Alſo ther is another nete gette, F. 710; 

All foule waſte of cluth and cxcefſifo—— oner was 

F. 689. Bret-ful of pardon] This is the reading of all the ni Frate 
Ihe ſame word occurs in the ſame ſenſe in ver. 2166, fl. VIII. c. 


F. iii. 1033, but I have found no other paſſages in which ti*Wountry wi 
word bret is uſed. Fret (for freighred, fraught,) is uſed by Fonds. Thi 
gate, in a ballade falſely attributed to Chaucer, edit. e been 

552, ver. 269; * Ther kinde is fret with doublenes”—a"l WWPue/iarii ; 
Trazed. b. v. c. 7; „ Fret full of Rones,” h. viii. c. 7,“ wih raders of! 
« riche ſtones fret. ret may alſo be derived from the 8 I'olume 

fretwian, ornare, 


2 


THE PROLOGUE; 


hatte Scint Peter had whan that he went 

upon the ſee till Jeſu Criſt him hent ; 700 
N Nc had a crois of laton ful of ſtones, 

nd in a glas he hadde pigges bones. 

But with theſc relikes whanne that he ſond 

4 poure perſone dwelling up on lond, 

pon a day he gat him more moneie 705 
"han that the perſone gat in monethes tweie; 

Hund thus with fained flattering and japes 


68; 


lc made the perſone and the peple his apes. 
But trewely to tellen atte laſt, 0 
He was in chirche a noble eccleſiaſt: 710 


Vel coude he rede a leſſon or a ſtorie, 
Put alderbeſt he ſang an offertorie; 
For wel he wiſte whan that ſong was fonge 
He multe preche and wel afile his tonge 
o winne ſilver, as he right wel coude, 715 
herfore he ſang the merier and loude, 
Now have l told you ſhortly in a clauſe 
Th' eſtat, th' araie, the nombre, and eke the cauſe, 


695 


t {ſor tie 


Z- Drink 


F. 710, a noble ecclefiaf} It appears fromhence that the Par- 
oaer was an itinerant eccleſiaſtick, of much the ſame ſtamp 
rien Frate Cipolla in The Decameron, vi. 10. By the ftat. 22 
I. VIII. c. 12, all procors and pardoners going about in any 
ountry without ſufficient authority are to be treated as vaga- 
donds. Their impoſitions upon the credulity of the vulgar 
ave been checked by ſeveral councils. See Dr Cange in v. 
weſliarii and Dueftionarius, under which gencral names the 
enders of indulgences are included. 
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350 THE PROLOGUE. 


Why that aſſembled was this com pagnie 

lu Southwerk at this gentil hoſtelrie 

That highte The Tabard, faſte by the Belle. 
But nov is time to you for to telle 

How that we baren us that ilke night * 
Whan we were in that hoſtelrie alight; 
And after wol I telle of our viage, 


b. ili. pr. 12. See alſo Kom, de la R. ver. 7465. 


And all the remenant oſ our pilgrimage. Strong 
But firſte | praie you of your curteſie 4 "So 
That ye ne arette it not my vilanie, ror to 
Though that I plainly ſpeke in this matere, Ane 
Jo tellen you hir wordes and hir chere, kl TY? bas 
Ne though I ſpeke hir wordes proprely ; Bold of 
Fer this ye knowen al ſo wel as I, And of 
Who ſo ſhall telle a Tale after a man Eke the 
He moſte reherſe as neighe as ever he can Land aft 
Everich word, if it be in his charge, 735 WM And (fp: 
All ſpeke he never ſo rudely and ſo large, Whan t 
Or elles he moſte tellen his Tale untrewe, And ſai 
Or feinen thinges, or finden wordes newe : Ye ben 
He may not ſpare although he were his brother; 
He moſte as wel ſayn o word as an other, 7%. 761 
Criſt ſpake himſclf ful brode in holy writ, 3 
And wel ye wote no vilanie is it: Re 
Eke Plato ſayeth, who ſo can him rede, 8 
The wordes moſte ben ceſin to the dede. FR 
IſuſpeR t 
F. 7.43. Fhe Plato ſayetb) This ſaying of Plato is quoted an, gem 
gain, ver. 19156, Our Author probably took it from Boetuu BF poſitions, 


725 


130 


733 


er; 
14 


uoted y 
 oCtiuus 


N My wit is ſhort ye may well underſtonde. 


THE PROLOGUE. 41 


Alſo I praie you to forgive it me 745 


4 All have I not ſette folk in hir degree 
Here in this Tale as that they ſhulden ſtonde : 


<* 


$ Gret chere made oure Hoſte us everich on, 

And to the ſouper ſette he us anon, 750 
And ſerved us with vitaille of the beſte; 

strong was the win, and wel to drinke us leſte. 

14 ſemely man our Hoſte was with alle 

For to han ben a marſhal in an halle; 

A large man he was, with eyen ſtepe; 755 
A fairer burgeis is ther non in Chepe: 

Bold of his ſpeche, and wile, and wel ytaught, 

And of manhood elaked right him naught :; 

Fke therto was he right a mery man, 

And aftzr ſouper plaien he began, 760 
And ſpake of mirthe amonges other thinges 

Whan that we hadden made our rekeninyes, 

And ſaide thus; Now Lordinges, trewely 

Ye ben to me welcome right hertily, 


. 761. amonges] I have ventured to lengthen the common 
reading among by a ſyllable, as the metre requires it, and Ch, 
uſes the word ſo lengthened in other places. See ver. 65 34; 

Ovide, amonges other thinges fal 
and ver. 99023 
Amonges other of his honeſt thinges. | 
ſuſpect that the Sax. gemang had originally a termination in 
an, 82mangan, like many other of che Saxon. adverbs and pre- 
poſitions, 
E ij 


52 THE PROLOGUE, 


For by my trouthe, if that 1 ſha} not lie, 

1 ſaw nat this yere ſwiche a compagnie 

At ones in this herberwe as is now; 

Fayn wolde 1 do yon mirthe and I wiſte how; 
And of a mirthe I am right now bethought 
To don you eſe, and it ſhall coſte you nought. 
Ye gon to Canterbury; God you ſpede, 

The bliſsful martyr quite you your mede; 


And wel I wot as ye gon by the way 


Ye ſhapen you to talken and to play: 
For trewely comfort ne mirthe is non 
To riden by the way dombe as the ſtou; 
And therfore wold I maken you diſport, 
As I ſaid erſt, and don you ſome comfort, 
And if you liketh alle by on affent 

Now for to ſtonden at my jugement, 
And for to werchen as I ſhal you ſay 
To-morwe, whan ye riden on the way, 
Now by my faders ſoule that is ded 

But ye be mery, ſmiteth of my hed : 


Hold up your hondes withouten more ſpeche. 


Our conſeil was not Jonge for to feche ; 
Us thought it was not worth to make it wile, 
And granted him withouten more aviſe, 
And bad him ſay his verdit as him leſte. 


Lordinges, (quod he) now herkeneth for the beſte; 


F. 787. to make it wiſe) To make it a matter of wiſdom d 
deliberation; ſo in ver. 3975, 11535, he made it trange— 


ſignifies 


he made it a matter of difficulty, 
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THE PROLOGUE». 


765 but take it nat, I pray you, in diſdain: 
; This is the point, to ſpeke it plat and plain, 
That eche of you to ſhorten with youre way 
In this viage ſhal tellen Tales tway, 
ro Canterbury ward L meue it ſo, 795 
5 And home ward he ſhall tellen other two, 
k Of aventures that whilom han befalle. 
And which of you that bereth him belt of alle, 
That is to ſayn, that telleth in this cas 
Lales of beſt ſentence and moſt ſolas, 800 
hal have a ſouper at youre aller coſt 
Here in this place ſitting by this poſt, 
Whan that ye comen agen from Canterbury. 
And for to maken you the more mery 
II wol my ſelven gladly with you ride, 805 
Night at min owen coſt, and be your gide, 
Und who that wol my jugemeut withſay 
bal pay for alle we ſpendea by the way. 
And if ye voucheſauf that it be fo 
relle me anon withouten wordes mo, 810 
nd | wol erly ſhapen me ther fore. 
This thing was granted, and our othes ſwore 


LOS | 
— 
—— 


789 


F. 792. This is the point] See the Diſcourſe, Fc. 17. 
v. $12. and our 9thes fare] i. e. and we ſwore our othes, 
and praled him, fc. It is too frequent a practice with our 


e beſte Author to omit the governing pronoun before his verbs. See 

elow, ver. 1757, And fawe—for—and they ſawe; ver. 5042, 
cdom ct and layn---for---and they fayn ; ver. 5054. and yet lith----for 
inge and yet he lith; ver. 6123, aud blamed himſelſ--- for-- and 


> ey — — — 


: 
1 
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34 THE PROLOGUE, 


With ſul glad herte, and praiden him alſo 


That he wold voucheſauf for to don ſo, 

And that he wolde ben our governour, 

And of our Tales juge and reportour, 

And ſette a ſouper at a certain pris, 

And we wol reuled ben at his deviſe 

In highe and lowe: and thus by on affent 

We ben accorded to his jugement ; 

And therupon the win was fette anon: 

We dronken, and to reſte wenten eche on 

Withouten any lenger tarying. 1 
A morwe whan the day began to ſpring 

Up roſe our Hoſte, and was our aller cok, 

And gaderd us togeder in a flok, 

And forth we riden a litel more than pas 

Unto the watering of Seint Thomas, 

And ther our Hoſte began his hors areſt, 

And ſaide, Lordes, herkeneth if you leſt : 

Ye wete your forword, aud it record: 

If even ſong and morwe ſong accord, 


he blamed himſelf; ver. 6398, and made him --- for — and! 


made him. 


v. 819. In highe and lobe] In, or, De alto et bad, barb. Lat. 
Haut et bas, Fr. were expreſſions of entire ſubmihon on one 
ſide and ſovereignty on the other. So P. J. p. 283, ſpeaxing 
of the Pope, ſays-+--** He ſalle at his dome ſet it lowe and biz," 


See Du Cange in v. 


V. 827. alitel more than pas] A pas, with Chaucer, meant 
always, I believe, a foot-pace. See ver. 2899, And riden fort 
a fas—and ver. 12800, Than thou wolt gon a pas not buta 


mile. Sce alſo ver. 16043—more than trot or fas. 
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ut calls it 


and! 


et ſc now who ſhal telle the firſt Tale: 
; ever mote I drinken win or ale 
Nyno ſo is rebel to my jugement 835 
hal pay for alle that by the way is ſpent. 
low draweth cutte or that ye forther twinne ; 
e which that hath the ſhorteſt ſnal beginne. 
Sire Knight, (quod he) my maiſter and my lord, 
'ow draweth cutte, for that is min accord. 849 
'ometh nere (quod he) my Lady Prioreſſe, 
\nd ye fire Clerk ; let be your ſhamefaſtneſſe, 
le ſtudieth nought : lay hand to every man. 
Anon to drawen every wight began, 
\nd ſhortly for tellen as it was, 845 
Vere it by aventure, or ſort, or cas, 
The ſothe is this, the cutte felle on the Knight, 
[ which ful blith and glad was every wight; 
ind tell he muſt his Tale as was reſon, 
dy forword and by compoſition, 859 
\s ye han herd; what nedeth wordes mo? 
And whan this good man ſaw that it was ſo, 
\s he that wiſe-was and obedient 
To kepe his forword by his free aſſent, 


815 


$20 


826 


$30 


rb. Lat. . ; , 

on one Mie ſaide; Sithen I ſhal begin this game, 855 
hy Vhat, welcome be the cutte a Goddes name. 

nd bie.“ 


mem 3: 837. Now drawer cutte] Draweth is the ſecond perſon 

af forth ural of the imperative mode. See the y, c. n. 32. The 

ot but a remony of drawing cutte occurs again ver. 1 2727 % f. Froits 
ut calls it tirer a la longue paille, V. i. c. 294. 
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56 THE KNIGUTES TALE. 
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Now let us ride, and herkeneth what I ſay, 

And with that word we riden forth our way; 
And he began with a right mery chere 
His Tale anon, and ſaide as ye ſhul here. 860 


— 


—ͤ— — 


THE KNIGHTES TALE. 


Walon, as olde ſtories tellen us, 

Ther was a duk that highte Theſcus; 

Of Athenes he was lord and governour, 

And in his time ſwiche a conquerour, 

That greter was ther non under the ſonne; 36; 
Ful many a riche contree had he wonne. 

What with his wiſdom and his chevalrie 

He conquerd all the regne of Feminie, 

That whilom was ycleped Scythia, 

And wedded the fresſhe quene Ipolita, 899 
And brought hire home with him to his contree 
With mochel glorie and great ſolempnitee, 

And cke hire yonge ſuſter Emelie. 

And thus with victorie and with melodie 

Let I this worthy duk to Athenes ride, $74 
And all his hoſt in armes him beſide. 


V. 886. * 
et two, r 
empeſt ; 01 


v. 868. the regne of Feminie] The kingdom of the Amaz0ts 
so pentlieſilea is called by Gower the Queen of Feminec, c 


Amat. fol. 75, a. 97, b. Toſto 
have there 


PHE KNIGHTES TALE, 


And certes, if it n'ere to long to here, 
wolde have told you fully the manere 
aw wonnen was the regne of Feminie 
y Theſeus and by his chevalrie, 
and of the grete bataille for the nones 
\twix Athenes and the Amaſoncs, 
and how aſſeged was Ipolita, 

The faire hardy quene of Scythia, 

\nd of the feſte that was at hire wedding, 
nd of the temple at hire home coming; 
jut all this thing I moſte as now forbere : 
have, God wot, a large feld to ere, 

nd weke ben the oxen in my plow : 
The remenent of my Tale is long ynow. 
wil not-letten eke non of this route; 

et every felaw telle his Tale aboute, 

\nd let ſe now who ſhal the ſouper winne. 
Ther as [ left 1 wil agen beginne. 

This duk, of whom l made mentioun, 
Vhan he was comen almoſt to the toun, 

n all his wele and in his moſte pride, 
le was ware, as he caſt his eye aſide, 
Ther that ther kneled in the highe wey 
\ compagnie of ladies twey and twey, 


803 


87 


ret 


$7; 


Im 420 
nec, 0 


empeſt; on the contrary it ſays that the paſſage 
Toſto fornito fu et ſenza pene. 


880 


gee 


v. 886. And of the temple] The editions, and all the mil. ex- 
ext two, read t. But Che Theſeida ſays nothing of any 


dave therefore preferred the reading of my. c. i, and H. f. a3 


$8 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


Eche after other, clad in clothes blake; 

But ſwiche a crie and ſwiche a wo they make, 

That in this world n'is creature hving 

That ever herd ſwiche another waimenting ; 

And of this crie ne wolde they never ſtenten 

Till they the reiues of his bride] henten. 
What folk be ye that at min home coming 

Perturben ſo my feſte with crying! 

Quod Theſeus; have ye ſo grete envie 

Of min honour, that thus complaine and crie ? 

Or who hath you miſboden or offended ? 

Do telle me, if that it may be amended, 

And why ye be thus clothed alle in blake ? 
The oldeſt lady of hem all than ſpake, 

Whan ſhe had ſwouned with a dedly chere, 

That it was reuthe for to ſeen aud here. 


She ſayde, Lord, to whom Fortune hath yeven 


Victorie, and as a conqueror to liven, 


915 


91} 


Theſeus is deſcribed making his offerings, c. upon lis retu 


in a temple of Pallas, Te. I. ii. 
v. 907—1 3.] Imitated from The Theſelda 


Chi ſon coſtoro, che a noftri lieti aventi 
Cum crini ſparti, batendoſe el pecto, 

Di ſqualor piene in altri obſcuri vettimenti, 
Tutte piangendo, come ſe in deſpeto 
Haveſſen la mia gloria e Valtre genti. 


The zd line, I ſuſpeR, ſhould be read thus; 
Di ſqualor piene in atri veſlimenti. 
Obſcuri was a gloſs for atri. 


V. 911. mifboden] Injured; ſo in a charter of Canute toil 


church of St. Paul, Meng. v. iii. p. 304, that nan man 


heom mifbeade. 
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THE KENIGHTES TALE, 


7 


Nought greveth us your glorie and your honour, 


ive mercie on our. woe and our diſtreſle : 
ome drope of pitee thurgh thy gentilleſſe 
Ppon us wretched wimmen let now falle; 
For certes, Lord, ther n'is non of us alle 


900 


ow be we caitives, as it is wel ſene: 
hanked be Fortune and hire falſe whele 
hat non eſtat enſureth to be wele. 
und certes, Lord, to abiden your preſence, 
lere in this temple of the goddeſſe Clemence 930 
Ve han ben waiting all this fourtenight: 
low helpe us, Lord, fin it lieth in thy might. 
[ wretched wight, that wepe and waile thus, 
Vas whilom wif to King Capaneus 
hat ſtarfe at Thebes, curſed be that day; 935 
nd alle we that ben in this aray, 
nd maken all this lamentation, 
e loſten alle our huſhondes at that toun, 
hile that the ſiege therabouten lay: 
Ind yet now the olde Creon, wala wa! 940 
hat lord 18 now of Thebes the citee, 
ulfilled of ire and of iniquitee, 


? gle 


91 


cn 


v. 940. wala va I ſhall! take the liberty of conſtantly re- 
reſenting this interjection in this fimple form, though in the 
fl. it is written very differently, wwalaway, eweiloway, wel- 
"ay, Ec. from whence the more modern vulgar weladay. 
a and la are both Saxon interjections ofgrief. The compound 
Al d is uſed in Chr. Sax. Gily. p. 191. 


te tom 
nan 


Put we beſeke you of mercie and ſocour: 920 


hat ſhe n'hath ben a ducheſſe or a quene; 925 
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He for deſpit, and for his tyrannie, 
To don the ded bodies a vilanie, 


Of alle our lordes, which that ben yſlawe, 947 


Hath alle the bodies on an hepe ydrawe, 
And will not ſuffren hem by non aſſent 
Neyther to ben ybericd ne ybrent, 

But maketh houndes ete hem in deſpite. 


And with that word, withouten more reſpite, 9; 


They fallen groſf, and crien pitouſly, 
Have on us wretched wimmen ſom mercy, 
And let our ſorwe ſinken in thin herte. 

This gentil duk doun from his courſer ſterte 


With herte pitous whan he herd hem ſpeke; - gg 


Him thoughte that his herte wolde all to-breke 
Whan he ſaw hem ſo pitous and ſo mate 

Fhat whilom weren of ſo gret eſtate, 

And in his armes he hem ail up hente, 


And hem comforted in ſul good entente, 960 


And ſwore his oth, as he was trewe knight, 
He wolde don fo ferforthly his might 
Upon the tyrant Crecn hem to wreke, 
That all the peple of Grece ſhulde ſpeke 


How Creon was of Theſeus yſer ved, gb 


As he that hath his deth ful wel deſerved. 
And right anon, withouten more abode, 

His banner he diſplaide, and forth he rode 

To Thebes ward, and all his hoſt beſide : 


No ner Athenes n'olde he go ne ride, 9* 


V. 979. No ner Lthenes] Nere is uſcd for nerre, and thats 
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THE ENICHTES rar. 6r- 


ſe take his eſe ſully half a day, 

ut onward on his way that night he lay, 

ud ſent anon Ipolita the quene, 

and Emelie hire yonge ſiſter ſhene, 

!nto the toun of Athenes for to dwell ; 975 
and forth he rit; ther n'is no more to tell. 

The red ſlatue of Mars, with ſpere and targe, 

Wo ſhineth in his white banner large, 

hat all the feldes gliteren up and doun 

Hud by his banner borne is his penon 980 
Pe gold ful riche, in which that ther was ybete 
he Minotaure which that he flew in Crete. 

uus rit this duk, thus rit this conquerour, 

Hud in his hoſt of chevalrie the flour, 

il that he came to Thebes, and alight 985 
Fayre in a feld, ther as he thought to fight. 

ut ſhortly for to ſpeken of this thing, 

Nich Creon, which that was of [hebes king, 

He ſought, and flew him manly as a knight 

plaine bataille, and put his folk to flight; 990 
4 nd by aſſaut he wan the citee after, 

Ind rent adoun bothe wall, and ſparre, and rafter ; 
Ind to the ladies he reſtored again 

WT he bodies of hir houſbondes that were ſlain, 


ä 
rer, the comparative of ner: ſo ver. 1852, ſerre ne nere; ver. 
Aso, nere and nete; ver. 16189, never the nere. 
v. 981. ybete] Probably ſtamped, that operation being an- 
Wently, I ſuppoſe, performed by the hammer. See ver. 11948, 
1951. 
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To don the obſequies, as was tho the giſe. 995 


But it were all to long for to deviſe But | 
The grete clamour and the waimenting The 
Whiche that the ladies made at the brenning TW 
Of the bodies, and the gret honour Nor r 
That Theſeus, the noble conquerour, 1000 WT Out « 
Doth to the ladies whan they from him wente; And 
But ſhortly for to telle is min entente. 1 

Wuhan that this worthy duk, this Theſeus, o A 
Hath Creon ſlaine, and wonnen Thebes thus, I Perp. 
Still in the feld he toke all night his reſte, 100; And 
And did with all the contree as him leſte: | He to 
To ranſake in the tas of bodies dede, ö With 
Hem for to ſtripe of harneis and of wede, And t 
The pillours dide hir beſineſſe and cure, [4 Term 
Aſter the bataille and diſcomfiture 1 Andi 
And ſo. befell that in the tas they found, 5 Dwell 


Thurgh-girt with many a grevous blody wound, 
Two yonge knightes ligging by and by, 

Bothe in on armes wrought ful richely; 

Of whiche two Arcita highte that on, 1015 


And he that other highte Palamon. aive v 
© if uſt ſig 
V. 1016. And be that other} He is inſerted for the ſake «i ignifies 


the metre ; but perhaps we ſhould rather read, with ſome > 4 ; ent inſt 

the mil. And that other knight higbte Palamon. See the u. 08s = —— 

ver. 393. —-Hia hte is a diflyllable here, as in other places, v DE 
3 ax. 


618, 862, 1730, 3097, et al. It is diflicult to determine pr N 
ciſely what part of ſpeech it is ; but upon the whole 1 am lf ” 
clined to conſider it as a word of a very ſingular form, a v0 WF * : 


* 
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| Not fully quik ne fully ded they were, 
But by hir cote armure and by hir gere 
7 The heraudes knew him wel in ſpecial, 


As tho that weren of the blod real I020 


of Thebes and of ſuſtren two yborne. 
1000 WT Out of the tas the pillours han hem torne, 
5 And han hem caried ſoft unto the tente 
Of Theſeus, and he ful ſone hem ſente 
To Athenes, for to dwellen in priſon TO25 
| Perpetuel, he n'olde no raunſon. 
100; And when this worthy duk had thus ydon 
He toke his hoſt, and home he rit anon, 
With laurer crouned as a conquerour, 
And ther he liveth in joye and in honour 1030 
Terme of his lif; what nedeth wordes mo? 
1010 And in a tour in anguiſh and in wo 
PDwellen this Palamon and eke Arcite 
ind, For evermo, ther may no gold hem quite. 
Thus paſſeth yere by yere, and day by day, 1035 
ill it felle ones in a morwe of May 


ates. Sox. 23-4 


1 


1015 


ative with a paſſive ſignification. See ver. 1560, where I hight? 
muſt ſignify I am called, as in the verſe preceding to highte 
ignifies to be called. According to this hypotheſis, in the pre- 
Went inſtance, and in ver. 618, 862, 1730, where highte ſigni- 
ſhes was called, it is put for highted ; and in ver. 3997, where 
| . ſignifies is called, for highteth. It ſhould be obſerved that 
the Sax. Hatan, wocare, promittere, from whence bighte is de- 
- ed, is a verb active ofthe common form, and ſo is highte it- 


Pell, when it ſignifies to promiſe. Sec ver. 6606, 8372. 
F 1 
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That Emclie, that fayrer was to ſence 7 Of u 
Than is the lilie upon his ſtalke grenc, | 4 Was 
And ſresſher than the May with floures newe, Ther 
(For with the role colour ſtrof hire hewe; 194 Br 
not which was the finer of hem two) had 
Er it was day, as ſhe was wont to do, Aw 
She was ariſen, and all redy dight, Vas! 
For May wol have no ſlogardie a night; In wl 
The ſeſon priketh every gentil herte, 1c and, 
And maketh him out of his ſlepe to ſterte, Ther 
And ſayth, Ariſe, and do thin obſervance. Vas! 
This makgth Emelie han remembrance Th 
To don honour to May, and for to riſe: Goth 
VY clothed was ſhe fresſhe for to deviſe. 1050888 A nd + 
Hire yelwe here was broided in a treſſe That 
Behind hire back, a yerde long I geſſe; An 
And in the gardin at the ſonne upriſt That! 
She walketh up and doun wher as hire liſt: Of yr 
She gathereth floures, partie white and red, Ic He ca 
To make a ſotel gerloud tor hire hed; E And t 
And as an angel hevenlich ſhe ſong. As th 
The grete tour that was fo thikke and ſtrong, An 
Which of the caſtel was the chef dongeon, 
(Wher as theſe knightes weren in priſon, eb! N 
3 N ä dan, m. 
N. 105 3. at the ſonne upriſt] I ſhould have had no objecha 8 
to the reading of ed. Ury. as the ſonne , i. e. r rin 
had found it in any mf. The common reaCing is ſupported? v. Blen 


Lydgate, Th, fol. 364, a. where e is uſed for upriſing. 
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| Ther as this Emelie had hire playing. 
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Of which I tolde you, and tellen ſhal) 
Was even joinant to the gardin wall, 


Bright was the ſonne and clere that morwening, 


And Palamon, this woful priſoner, 1065 
As was his wone, by leve of his gayler 

Was riſen, and romed in a chambre on high, 

ln which he all the noble citee ſigh, 

And eke the gardin, ful of branches grene, 

her as this fresſhe Emelia the ſhene 1670 
Was in hire walk, and romed up and doun. 


This ſorweful priſoner, this Palamon, 


Goth in his chambre roming to and fro, 
And to himſelfe complaining of his wo: 
That he was borne ful oft he ſayd Alas! 1075 


And ſo befell, by aventure or cas, 


That thurgh a window thikke of many a barre 
ol yren gret, and ſquare as any ſparre, 


He caſt his eyen upon Emelia, 
And therwithal he blent and cried A! 10 80 
As though he ſtongen were unto the herte: 

And with that crie Arcite anon up ſterte, 


d. 1080. be blent) This word has various ſenſes in Chaucer, 
as it is derived from blinnan, ceJare; blindan, cecare ; or blen- 
dan, miſcere. It ſeems here to be uſed in a fourth ſenſe, the 
ſame in which Shakeſpeare uſes the verb to blench, i. e. to 
ſhrink or ftart aſide. Fobnſo1's Did. in v. Blench. See GH. in 
v. Blent, pa. t. of Bleach, 


F 11 
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And ſaide, Coſin min, what eyleth thee 
That art ſo pale and dedly for tu fee? 
li Why crideſt thou ? who hath thee don offence? 108; 
For Goddes love take all in patience 
Our priſon, for it may non other be; 
Fortune hath yeven us this adverſite: 
1. Som wikke aſpect or diſpoſition 
| Of Saturne, by ſom conſtellation, loge 
Hath yeven us this, although we had it ſworn; 
1 So ſtood the heven whan that we were born: 
4. We moſte endure; this is the ſhort and plain. 
This Palamon anfwerde, and ſayde again, 
Colin, forioth of this opinion ogg 
Thou haſt a vaine imagination: 
| This priſon cauſed me not for to crie, 
4 But 1 was hurt right now thurghout min eye 
| Into min herte, that wol my bane be: 
| The fayrneſſe of a lady that Iſe 1100 
Yond in the gardin roming to and fro 
| i; Is cauſe of all my crying and my wo: 
| 3 n'ot whe'r ſhe be woman or goddeſſe, 
But Venus is it ſothly as | geſſle. 
| And therwithall on knees adoun he fill, TICS 
| And ſayde ; Venus, if it be your will 
| You in this gardin thus to transſigure, 
Beforgime ſorweful wretched creature, 
Out of this priſon helpe that we may ſcape; 
And if ſo be our deſiine be ſhape 1110 
1 
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By eterne word to dien in priſon, ; 
Of our lignage have ſom compaſſion, 
That is ſo low ybrought by tyrannie. 
And with that word Arcita gan eſpie 
Wher as this lady romed to and fro, 11157 
And with that ſight hire beaute hurt him ſo, 
That if that Palamon were wounded fore 
Arcite is hurt as moche as he or more: 
And with a figh he fayde pitoufly, 
rhe frezſhe beaute fleth me fodenly 1120 
Of hire that rometh in the yonder place; 
And but ] have hire mercie and hire grace, 
That I may ſeen hire at the leſte way, 
[ 1'am but ded; ther nis no more to ſay. wh 
This Palamon, whan he theſe wordes herd, 1125 x 4 
Diſpitouſly he loked, and anſwerd, | 7 
Whether ſayeſt thou this in erneſt or in play? | 
1100 WS Nay, quod Arcite, in erneſt by my fay ; , 
God helpe me fo, me luſt full yvel pley. 
This Palamon gan knit his browes twey. 1139 
t were, quod he, to thee no gret honour 
For to be falſe, ne for to be traytour 
To me, that am thy cofin and thy brother . 
Yſworne ful depe, and eche of us to other, 1 
That never for to dien in the peine 1135 | l. 
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Ti! that the deth departen ſhal us tweive, u 


V. 1135. to dien in the peine] So in Froifiart, v. i. c. 206, | 
Edi, HI. declates that he will not return © juſques atant qui! | 
auroit fin de guerre, ou paix a ſutifance, ou à ſon grand hon= ah. 
Vencur: oui mourroit en la peine.“ oce allo R. R. 3326. | 
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Neyther of us in love to hindre other, 
Ne in non other cas, my leve brother ; 
But that thou ſhuldeſt trewely forther me 
In every cas as I ſhuld forther thee. 
This was thin oth; and min alſo certain; 
I wot it wel thou darſt it not withſain : 
Thus art thou of my conſeil out of doute, 
And now thou woldeſt falily ben aboute 
To love my lady whom I love and ſerve, 1145 
And ever ſhal til that min herte ſterve. 

Now certes, falſe Arcite, thou ſhalt not ſo: 
I loved hire firſte, and tolde thee my wo 
As to my conſcil, and my brother ſworne 
To forther me as I have told beforne, 1150 
For which thou art ybounden as a knight 
To helpen me, if it lie in thy might, 
Or elles art thou falſe I dare wel ſain. 

This Arcita full proudly ſpake again. 
Thou ſhalt, quod he, be rather falſe than I, 115; 
And thou art falſe, | tell thee utterly; 
For par amour ] loved hire firſt or thou. 


V. 1157. par amour I loved hire) i. e. with love I loved her, 
This is a genuine old expreſſion. See FroiJart, v. i. c.196; *l 
* 4ima adonc par amours, et depuis eſpouſa, Madame Ylabelt 
„ de Juillers”—and Boccace, Decam. x. 7, ** per amore ami. 


© ate.” So below, ver. 2114, That loveth par amaur.— Fron 


hence paramour or paramours (in one word) was uſed vulgar 
ly to fignify love, [ſee ver. 3354, 4390,13772,] and a miſticl, 
ver. 6036, 
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69 


What wolt thou ſayn? thou wiſteſt nat right now 


Whether ſhe were a woman or a goddeſſe: 

Thin is aſſection of holinetfe, ' 

And min is love as:to a creature, 

For which l talde ther min aventuro 

As to my coſin andany brother ſwone. 
[poſe that thou lovedeſt hire hefirne: 

Woſt thou not wel the ode clerke/ ſawe, 


That who ſhall. give a lover any lawe? 


Love is a greter lawe by my pas 
Then may be yeven oſ any erthy man; 


And therfore poſitiſ la we and ſwiche decree 


s broken all day for love in echidegree. 

A man moſte nedes love maugrihis hed; 

He may not fleen it though he ſſuld be ded, 

All be ſhe maid, or widewe, or (les wif. 
And eke it is not bkely all thylit 

To ſtonden in hire grace, no mee ſhal I; 

For wel thou woſt thy ſelven veuity 


That thou and I be damned to piſon 


Perpetuel; us gaineth no raunſo- 
We ſtrive as did the houndes fr the bone, 


They foughtall day, and yet hir prt was none: 


1160 


1165 


1170 


1175 


1180 


Ther came a kyte, while that thy were ſo wrothe, 


And bare away the bone betwix lem bothe. 


V. 1165. the 91d: clerhes farve] Thenlde elerk is Boethivg, 
from whoſe book De conſaintione Chaueg has borrowed largely 
in many places. Ihe patlage alluded tgis in l. iii. net. 12; 


Quis legem det amantibus ? 
Major lex amor cit Ai. 
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And therfore at the kinges court, my brother, 
Eche man for himſelf, ther is non other, 
Love if thee liſt, for I love, and ay ſhal; 11% 
And ſothly, lee brother, this is al. 
Here in this prſon moſten we endure, 
And everich of is take his aventure. 

Gret was the trif, and long betwix hem twey, 
If that 1 hadde leſer for to ſey: 1190 
But to th' effect. t aapped on a day, 
(To tell it you as ſurtly as I may) 
A worthy duk thathighte Perithous, 
That felaw was to his duk Theſeus 
Sin thilke day that:hey were children lite, 119; 
Was come to Athaes his felaw to viſite, 
And for to play asie was wont to do, 
For in this world h loved no man ſo, 
And he loved hims tendrely again: | 
So wel they loved, is olde bokes ſain, 1200 
That whan that orwas dede, ſothly to tell, 
His felaw wente ad ſought him doun in hell: 
But of that ſtorie It me not to write. 

Duk Perithous ved wel Arcite, 
And had him knoye at Thebes yere by yere: 1205 
And finally, at reaeſt and praiere 
Of Perithous, witiouten any raunſon, 
Duk Theſeus himiet out of priſon, 
Frely te gon wherthat him liſt over all, 
In ſwicle a giſe as I you tellen ſhall, 1210 


Cy, 
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THE KNIGHTES TALE, 71 


This was the forword, plainly for to endite, 


; Betwixen Theſeus and him Arcite; 


; That if ſo were that Arcite were yfound 
; Ever in his lif, by day or night, o ſound 


In any countree of this Theſeus, 1215 
And he were caught, it was accorced thus, 

That with a ſwerd he ſhulde leſe his hed; 

© Ther was non other remedie ne rede; 

But taketh his leve, and homeward he him ſpedde : 
Let him beware, his nekke lieth to wedde. 1220 
Ho gret a ſorwe ſuffereth now Arcite? 

The deth he feleth thurgh his herte ſmite; 

ne wepeth, waileth, crieth, pitouſly, 

To ſleen himſelf he waiteth prively, 

P He ſaid, Alas the day that I was borne! 1225 
| Now is my priſon werſe than beforne ; 


Now is me ſhape eternally to dwelle 
Not only in purgatorie but in helle. 
5 Alas! that ever I knew Perithous, 
; For elles had I dwelt with Theſeus, 12 0 
vfetered in his priſon evermo; 
Than had I ben in bliſſe and not in wo: 
Only the ſight of hire whom that ! ſerve, 
Though that I never hire grace may deſerve, 
& Wold have ſufficed right ynough for me. 2233 
£ O dere cofin Palamon, quod he, 
5 


. 1214. 9 found] One moment. For this reading we arc o- 
5 dliged to m/. C. i, vulg. or found, 
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I hin is the victorie of this aventure ; 

Ful blisful in priſon maieſt thou endure : 

In priſon ? certes nay, but in paradiſe; 

Wel hath Fortune yturned thee the diſe, 

That haſt the fight of hire and I th' abſence. 

For poſſible is, fin thow haſt hire preſence, 

And art a knight. za worthy and an able, 

That by ſome cas, fir Fortune is changeable, 

Thou maieſt to thy deſir ſomtime atteine: 

But that Lam exiled, and barreine 

Of alle grace, and in ſo gret deſpaire, 

That ther n'is erthe, water, fire, ne aire, 

Ne creature, that of hem maked is, 

That may me hele or don comfort in this, 

Wel ought I ſerve in wanhope and diſtreſſe. 

Farewel my lif, my luſt, and my gladneſſe. 
Alas! why plainen men ſo in commune 

Of purveiance of God or of Fortune, 

That yeveth hem {ul oft in many a giſe 

Wel better than they can hemſelſ deviſe ? 

Som man defireth for to have richeſſe, 

That cauſe is of his murdre or gret ſikneſſe; 

And ſom man wold out of his priſon fayn, 

That in his houſe is of his meynie ſlain, 

Infinite harmes ben in this matere: 


We wote not what thing that we praien here. 


We ſaren as he that dronke 1s as a mous ; 
A dronken man wot wel he hath an hous, 
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1250 


1257 


1269 


F - 1264, 4 dronken man] This is alſo ſrom Boeth. I. iii. pr. 
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Bat he ne wot which is the right way thider, 126g 
And to a dronken man the way is flider, 
Aud certes in this wort: fo ſaten we. 

We leken faſt after tchicite, 
But we go wrong ful often trewely, 
Thus we may ſayen alle, and namely I, 1270 
Irhu wende, and had a get opinion, 
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rhat if | might eſcapen iro priſou 

han | had ben in joye aud parſite hele, 

her now | am exiled fro my ele. 

in that | may not feen you Emelic 1257 
l a' am but ded; ther n'is no remedie. 

Vu pon that other ſide Palamon, 

WV han that he wiſt Arcita was agen, 

iche ſorwe he maketh, that the grete tour 
Wi.clouncd of his yelling acd clamour. 1229 
Fre pure ſetters on his ſninnes grete 
W\V crc of his bitter ſalte teres wete. 


1245 


1250 


Alas! quod he, Arcita, colin min, 

Oſ all our ſtrif, God wot, the frute is thin. 

lou wallkeſt now in Thebes at thy large, 1285 
Pud of my wo thou yeveſt litel charge. 


hon maiſt, ſith thou haſt wiſdom and manhede, 
110% D cmblen all the folk of our kinrede, 
V. 1251, The pure fetters] The Hery fetters; ſo in the Duh, 
re. er. 533, the pure deth. Ihe Greeks uſed 1x99; in the fame 


eie, CT. xa p. Avery Timon, Arb. Or. 1545,] 
» TP. _ - " 1 . . «+ 1 . 

= the Latins Put us PULNS, SEC Fro. v. ii. C104, fur Angle 
courage. ED 
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And make a werre ſo ſharpe on this contree, 


"That by ſom aventure or ſom tretee 1299 


Thou maiſt have hire to lady and to wif 
For whom that | muſt nedes leſe my lif. 
For as by way of poſhbilitee, 
Sith thou art at thy large of priſon free, 


And art a lord, gret is thin avantage, 129 


Tore than is min, that ſter ve here in a cage: 
For I may wepe and waile while that I live, 
With all the wo that priſon may me yeve, 
And cke with peine that love me yeveth alfo, 


That doubleth all my tourment and my wo. 130 


Therwith the fire of jalouſie up ſterte 
Within his breſt, and hent him by the herte 
So woodly, that he like was to behold 
The box-tree, or the aſhen ded and cold. 
Than ſaid he; O cruel Goddes! that governe 130! 
This world with binding of your word eterne, 
And writen in the table of athamant 
Your parlement and your cterne grant, 
What is mankind more unto yhold 
Than is the ſhepe that rouketh in the fold? 11310 
For ſlain is man right as another beœeſt, 
And dwelleth eke in prifon and arreſt, 
And hath fikneſle and gret adverſite, 
And often times gilteles pare. 
What governance 1s in this preſcience 1315 
That giltcles turmenteth innocence? 
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And yet enereſeth this all my penance, 
That man is bounden to his obſervance 
For Goddes ſake to leten of his will, 

Ther as a beeſt may all his luſt fulfill. 

And whan a beeſt is ded he hath no peine; 


Though in this world he have care and wo: 
Withouten doute it maye ſtonden fo, 
The anſwer of this:lete 1 to divines, 


Alas! I ſee a ſerpent ot a theſe, 
That many a trewe man hath-do meſchefe, 


But | moſte ben in priſon thurgh Saturn, 
And eke thurgh Juno, jalous and cke wood, 
That hath wel neye deſtruied all the blood 
Of Thebes, with his waſte walles wide. 

And Venus ſleeth me on that other ſide 

For jalouſie, and fete of him Arcite. 

Now wol I ftent of Palamaon a lite, 

And leten him in his prafon ſtill dwelle, 
And cf Arcita forth l wol vou telle. 

The ſommer paſſoth, and the nightes long 
ncreſen double ite the peines ſtrong 

oth of the lover aud of the priſoner ; 

In'ot which hath the wotuller miſtcre. 
For ſhortly for to ſay, this Palamon 
Perpetuelly is damned to priſon, 

Gi 


But man after his deth mote wepe and pleine, 


But wel | wote that in this world gret pine is. 


Jon at his large, and wher him luſt may turn. 
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In chaines and in ſetters to ben ded; 
And Arcite is exiled on his hed 

For evermore as out of that contree, 
Ne never more he ſhal his lady ſee. 

You lovers axe I now this queſtion, 
Who hath the werſe, Arcite or Palamon ? 
That on may ſe his lady day by day, 

But in priſon moſte he dwellen alway : 
'Fhat other wher him luſt may ride or go, 
But ſen his lady ſhal he never mo. 

Now demeth as you liſte, ye that can, 
For | wol tell you forth as | began, 


Whan that Arcite to Thehes comen was, 


Ful oft a day he ſwelt and ſaid Alas! 
For ſen his lady ſhal he never mo, 
And ſhortly to concluden all his wo, 
So mochel forwe hadde never creature 


That is or ſhak be while the world may dure, 
His flepe, his mece, his drinke, is him byraft, 


That lene he wex, and drie as is a ſhaft, 
His eyen holwe, and griſly to behold, 
His hewe falwe, and pale as aſhen cold, 
And ſolitary he was, and ever alone, 


And wailing all the night, making his mone : 


v. 1346. eviled on his hed] $0 in Froige. v. i. c. 241, orden 
were given “que nul ſur ſa tte ne 8'advancait Caller devant.“ 
In v. ii. c. 41, he uſes indiflerently “ ſur la teſte“ and fur 


« heine de la teſtes,” 


7346 


1350 


1360 


1365 


7346 


1350 


1355 


1360 


41, orden 
devant.“ 
and ** fur 


so feble were his {pirites, and ſo low, 


; His ſpeche ne his vois. though men it herd. 
And in his gere, for all the world he ferd 
& Nought only like the lovers maladie 1375 1 


© Engendred of humours melancolike, | 

T& Beforne his hed in his celle fantaſtike. | q 

And ſhortly turned was all up ſo doun [ 

Both habit and eke diſpoſitioun 1380 

Jof him, this woful lover Dan Arcite, | 1 
| 


Wim thought how that the winged god Mercury 
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And if he herde ſong or inſtrument, 
Than wold he wepe, he mighte not be ſtent, 1370 


And changed ſo, that no man coude know i | ! 
36 
| 


Of Ereos, but rather ylike manie, 


what ſhuld I all day of his wo endite ? 
Whan he endured had a yerr or two 
This cruel torment, and this peine and wo, Fi 
At Thebes, in.his contree, as | ſaid, 1385 | 
[Upon a night in ſlepe as he him laid, | 1 


Be ſorne him ſtood, and bad him to be mery. IG 
His ſlepy yetde in hondhe bare upright ; BY 
An hat he wered upon his heres bright: 1390 10 
Arraied was this god (as he toke kepe) "OY 
s he was whan that Argus toke his ſlepe, 


v. 1378, Beforne bis bed in bis celle] This is the reading of 
. E. The mY. C. i, and HA. read beforn his tuen celle—and 
perhapstheir authority ought to have been followed in the text 


Giij 
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And ſaid him thus; To Athenes ſhalt thou wende; 
Ther is thee ſhapen of thy wo an ende. 

And with that word Arcite awoke and ſtert. 1395 
Now trewely how fore that ever me ſmert, 
Quod he, to Athenes right now wol I fare; 
Ne for no drede of deth hal I not fpare 
To ſe my lady, that I love and ſerve; 
In hire preſence I rekke not to ſterve. 0 1400 
And with that word he caught a gret mirrour, 
And (aw that changed was all his colour, 
And ſaw his vage all in another kind; 
And right anon it rau him in his mind, 
That {th his face was fo disſigured 1405 
Of maladie the whick he had endured, 
He mighte wel, if that he bare him love, 
Live in Athenes evermore unknowe, 
And ſen his lady wel nigh day by day. 
And right anon he changed his aray, 1410 
And clad him as a pure labourer. 
And all alone, fave only a ſquier, 
That knew his privite and all his cas, 
Which was diſguiſed pourely as he was, 
To Athenes is he gon the nexte way. 1415 
And to the court he went vpon a day, 
And at the gate he proffered his ſervice, | 
To drugge and draw what fo men wold deviſe. 
Aud ſhortly of this matere tor to ſayn, 
He fell in office with a charaberlain, 1423 
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The which that dwelling was with Emelie, 
For he was wile, and coude ſone eſpie 

Ol every ſervent which that ſerved hire: 
Wel coude he hewen wood, and water bere, 
For he was yonge and mighty for the nones, 
And therto he was ſtrong and big of bones 
To don that any wight can him deviſe. 

A yere or two he was in this ſervice, 
Page of the chambre of Emelie the bright, 
And Philoſtrate he ſayde that he hight. 

But half jo wel beloved a man as he 

Ne was ther never in court of his degre. 

He was ſo gentil of conditioun, 

That thurghout all the court was his renoun. 
They ſayden that it were a charite 

That Theſeus wold enhaunſen his degre, 
And putten him in worſhipful ſervice, 

Ther as he might his vertues exerciſe, 

And thus within a while his name is ſpronge 
Loth of his dedes and of his good tonge, 

Ihat Theſeus hath taken him ſo ner 

That of his chambre he made him a ſquier, 


1425 


1439 


1433 


1440 


* 140. Philef rate) In The Theſcida Arcite takes the name 
0: fentheo. Sec the Diſcourſe, Cc. p. 186. The name of hi- 
lolrate might be ſuggeſted to Chaucer either by Boccace's 
poem entitied FH iat rato, or by The Decameron, in which one 
of he characters is ſo called. In The Midſam. Night's Dream, 
of which the principal ſubject is pla inly taken from this Tale, 
LPUibiiratc is allo introduced as a favourite ſervant. of The- 


cus, and matter of his ſports. 
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And gave him gold to mainteine his degre; And! 
And eke men brought him out of his contre For li 
Fro yere to yere ful prively his rent; 1445 Of 2 c 
But honey and fleighly he it ſpent, With 
That no man wondred how that he it hadde. Titat a 
And thre yere in this wiſe his lif he ladde, The gn 
And bare him ſo in pees and eke in werre And th 
Ther n'as no man that Theſeus hath derre. 140 The 1 
And in this bliſſe let I now Arcite, That ne 
And ſpeke I wol of Palamon a lite. Ant to: 
In derkeneſſe and horrible and ſtrong priſon With dr. 
This ſeven yere hath ſitten Palamon, or thor! 
Forpined, what for love and for diſtreſle, 145 WW hit in 
Who feleth double ſorwe and he vineſſe nd in th 
But Palamon ? that love diſtraineth ſo, 70 Thebe 
That wood out of his wit he goth for wo, n Theſe 
And eke therto he is a priſonere \nd ſhort 
Perpetuell, not only for a yere. 1460 WW winner 
Who coude time in Engliſh proprely his is the 
His martirdom ? forſoth it am nor I, Now we 
Therfcre I paſſe as lightly as I may. hat litel y 
It fell that in the ſeventh yere, in May chat Fo. 
The thridde night, (as olde bokes ſayn, 146; 
That all this ſtorie tellen more plain) 7.1479. 7 
Were it by aventure or deſtinee, _ 4 a 
(As whan a thing is ſhapen it ſhal be) mote himfe; 


to hide iu 
%; 


That ſone after the midnight Palamon, 
By helping of a frend, brake his priſon, 


z 


Or Ree; Ce 
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And fleeth the cite faſte as he may go, 
For he had yeven drinke his gayler fo 
Of a clarre made of a certain wine, 
With narcotikes ar'd opie of Thebes fine, 
Tiat all the night though that men wold him ſhake, 
The gailer fl: ot, he mighte not awake: 147 6 
And thus he flecth as faſte as ever he may. 
150 The night was ſhort, and fate by the day, 
That n:des coſt he moſte himſelven hide; 
An to a grove faſte ther beſide 1480 
With dredfu! foot than ſtalketh Palamon : 


i 


or ſhortly this was his opinion, 

That in that grove he wold him hide all day, 

nd in the night than wold he take his way 

o Thebes ward, his frendes for to preie 1483 
a Theſcus to helpen him werreie: 

\nd ſhortly, eyther he wold leſe his lif 

r wiunen Emelie unto his wif. 

his is the effect, and his entente plein. 

Now wol turnen to Arcite agein, 1490 
hat litel wiſt how neighe was his care, 

il that Fortune had brought him in the fnare, 


1453 


1460 


146; 
V. 1479. That nedes cat] The ſenſe of this paſlage, as it 
Vds in the miſ. is fo obſcure that I am incliaed to adopt the 
14.07 propcſed in G. Urry. v. Nede ; That nedes caff he 
ie limſe;ven hide;” i. e. that he mutt needs catt or con» 
{ to hide iymic!lf,— But I find the ſame expreſion in L. If, 
80; 


3 
Or nede; cojfie this thing mote have an ende. : 
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The beſy larke, the meſſager of day, 

Salewith in hire ſong the morwe gray, 

And firy Phebus riſeth up ſo bright, 

That all the orrentJaugheth of the ſight, 

And with his ſtre mes drieth in the greves 

The ſilver dropes hanging on the leves. 

And Arcite; that is in the court real 

With Theſeus the ſquier principal, 

Is riſen, and loketh on the mery day; 

And for to don his obſervance to May, 

Remembring on the point of his deſire, 

He on his coutſer, ſterting as the ſire, 

Is ridden to the feldes him to pley, 

Out of the court, were it a mile or twey; 

And to the grove of which that 1 you told 

By aventure his way he gan to hold, 

To maken him a gerlond of the greves, 

Were it of woodbind or of hauthorn leves, 

And loud he ſong agen the ſonne ſhene; 
Maye, with all thy floures and thy grene, 

Right welcome be thou faire freſhe May, 

hope that Lſome grene here getten may. 

And from his courſer with a luſty herte 

Into the grove ful haſtily he ſterte, 

And in a path he romed up and doun, 

Ther as by aventure this Palamon 

Was in a buſh, that no man might him ſe, 

For ſore afered of his deth was he. 
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Nothing ne knew he that it was Arcite; 
Cod wot he wold have trowed it ful lite. 
But ſoth is faid, gon ſithen are many yeres, 
That feld hath eyen, and the wood hath eres. 
t is ful faire a man to bere him even 1525 
For al day meten men at unſet ſteven, 
Ful litel wote Arcite of his fclaw, 
That was ſo neigh to herken of his aw, 
For in the buſh he ſitteth now ful ſtill. 
Whan that Arcite had romed all his fill, 2539 
And ſongen all the roundel luſtily, 
Into a ſtudie he fell ſodenly, 
As don thefe lovers1n hir queinte geres, 
Now in the crop, and now down in the breres, 
Now up, now doun, as boket in a well. 1533 
Right as the Friday, ſothly for-to tell, 
Now ſhineth it, and now it raincth faſt ; 
ght ſo can gery Venus overcaſt 
Ihe hertes of hire folk, right as hire day 
 gerfull, right ſo changeth ſhe aray. 1540 
elde is the Friday all the weke ylike. 
Whan Arcite hadde yſonge, he gan to ſike, 
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ct ; 
* F. 1524. 714 bath eyen] An old monkith verſe to this effect 
quoted in mf, Bod. Jumes, n. 6, p. 161; Campus habet 
umen, et habet nemus auris acumen.” 

V. 15 37. Now /hineth it, and now] I have printed this line 
upon the credit of edit. M. which proteſies to follow mi. 
perhaps we might ſaſely read with my. A. Now itte ſhineth 


e may have been a diflyllable formerly as well as at. 
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And ſet him doun withouten any more; 
Alas! (quod he) the day that | was bore! 
How longe, Juno, thurgh thy crueltee 
Wilt thou werreien 'Chebes the citee ? 
Alas! ybrought is to confuſion 

Ihe blood real of Cadme and Amphion: 
Of Cadmus, which that was the firſte man 
That Thebcs built, or firſte the toun began, 
Aud of the citce firſte was crouned king, 
Oſtis liuvage am l, and his ofspring 

By veray line, as of the ſtok real; 

And now i am fo caitif and ſothral, 

7 hat he that is my mortal enemy 

I {:rve him as his ſquier pourely. 

And yet doth Juno me wel more ſhame, 
For ] dare not beknowe min owen name, 
But ther as I was wont to highte Arcite, 
Now highte | Pluloſtrat not worth a mite. 
Alas ! thou fell Mars, alas! thou Juno, 
Thus hath your ire our linage all fordo, 
Save only me and wretched Palamon, 
That Thefeus martireth in p:1fon. 

And over ali this, to len me utterly, 
Love hath his ſiry dart fo brtuningly 


Yitiked tnurgh my erewe Carciul nert, 


hat ſhapes was my Cuth exit tran ny ſhert. 


Ye Yen me with your yen Emerg; 
Xe ben the cauſe wherlore that i die. 
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Of all the remenant of min other care 
Ne ſet I not the mountance of a tare, 
So that j coud don ought to your pleſance. 
And with that word he fell doun in a trance 
8 A longe time, and afterward up ſterte 1573 
This Palamon, that thought thurghout his herte 
He felt a calde ſwerd ſodenly glide; 
For ire he quoke, no lenger wolde he hide: 
And whan that he had herd Arcites tale, 
As he were wood, with face ded and pale, 15 80 
He ſterte him up out cf the buſhes thikke 
And ſayde; Falſe Arcite, falſe traitour wicke, 
Now art thou hent, that loveſt my lady ſo, 
For whom that I have all this peine and wo, 
And art my blood, and to my conſeil fworn, 1585 
As I ful oft have told thee herebeforn, 
And haſt beiaped here Duk Theſcus, 
And falſely changed haſt thy name thus; 
wol be ded, or elles thou ſhalt die: 
hou ſhalt not love my lady Emelie, 1490 
Tut | wol love hire only and no mo, 
For lam Palamon thy mortal fo. 
And though that 1 no wepen have in this place, 
ut out of priſon am aſtert by grace, 
I drede nought that eyther thou ſhalt die 1595 
Or thou ne ſhalt nat loven Emelie : 
Cheſe which thou wolt, for thou ſhalt not aſterte. 
This Arcite, tho with ful diſpitous herte, 
Felume II. 11 
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Whan hc him knew, and kad his tale herd, 
As fers as a leon pulled out a ſwerd, I6c9 
And ſayde thus; By God that ſitteth above, 
N'ere it that thou art fike and wood for love, 
And ecke that thou uo wepen haſt in this place, 
Thou ſhuldeſt never ont of this grove pace, 
"That thou ne ſhuldeſt dien of min hond; 1005 
For I deſie the ſuretee and the bond 
Which that thou ſaiſt that I have made to thee, 
"What ! veray fool, thinke wel that love is free, 
And I wol love hire maugre all thy might. 
But for thou art a worthy gentil knight, 100 
And wilneſt to darraine hire by bataille, 
Have here my trouth, to- morwe Iwill not faille, 
Withouten weting of any other wight, 
That here 1 wol be founden as a knight, 
And bringen harneis right ynough for thee, 161; 
And cheſe the beſte, and leve the werſte for me: 
And mete and drinke this night wol I bring 
Ynouch for thee, and clothes for thy bedding; 
And if fo be that thou my lady win, 
Ard ſie me in this wede, ther | am in, 1629 
Thou maiſt wel have thy lady as for me. 

This Palamon anſwerd, | grant it thee: 
And thus they ben departed til a morwe, 
Whan eche of hem hath laid his ſaith to borwe. 

O Cupide! cut of alle charitee, 16% 
O regne! that wolt ao iclaw have with thee, 
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bat ſtondeth at a gappe with a ſpere, 
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Ful ſoth is ſayde, that love nc lordſhip 
Wol nat his thankes have no fclawſhip. 
Wel finden that Arcite and Palamon. 

Arcite is ridden anon unto the toun, 1639 
And on the morwe, or it were day light, 
Ful prively two harncis hath he dight, 
Both ſuſfiſant and mete to darreine 
The bataille in the feld betwix hem tweine 
And on his hors, alone as he was borne, 1635 
He carieth all this harneis him beforne; 
And in the grove, at time and place yſette, 
This. Arcite and this Palamon ben mette. 
Tho changen gan the colour in hir face, 
Right as the hunter in the regne of Trace 1640 


Whan hunted is the lion or the bere, 


And hereth him come ruſhing in the greves, 
And breking bothe the boughes and the leves, 
And thinketh here cometh my mortal enemy, 1645 


Withouten faile he muſt be ded or I; 


; For eyther I mote ſlain him at the gappe, 


Or he mote flen me if that me miſhappe. 


V. 1628. his thankes] With his good will. See alſo ver. 2100, 
$354, and ver. 2116, hir ta:{-;, with their good will. So in 
the Sax. Chron, p. 243. ſume here thankes, and fume here 


c TH bas » - 2 28 he * a . 
uubantes,;“ aliqui libenter ct aliqui ingratis. 


V. 1644. And breking) "The mil. all read breteth. But it is 
murelikely, I think, that the firtt tranſcriber thould have made 


2 Nite in that word thar thit Chaucer thould have offended 


lo unueceſſarily againtt grammar. 


Hy 
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So ſerden they in changing of hir hewe, 
As fer as eyther of hem other ewe. 
Ther n'as no good day, ne no ſaloing, 
But ſtreit withouter wordes reherſing 
Everich of hem hat pet armen other 
As frendly as he were his owen brother; 
Aud after thatwith ſharne ſperesftrong 
They foineden eche at other wonder long. 
Thou mighteſt wenengrbat this Palamon 
In his ſigneid g Were a0 2 wood leon, 
And as a nel tigre was Arcite: 
As Milde yores Zan thev 10 der [wite, 
That frothen white ac fome for ite wood: 
Up to the ancle forghre they in hir blood: 
And in this wiſe let hem fighting dwelle, 
And forth ! wol of Theſeus you telle. 

The deitinee, miniſtre general, 
That executeth in the world over al 


The purvciunce that God hath ſen beforne, 
So ſtrong it is, that though the world had fworne 


the contrary of à thing by ya or nay, 
Yet ſom time it ſhalt fallen on a day 


. 1658, /n his fehting vere as] 45 has heeninferted for he 
ſake of the metre, but I am not ſatisRed with it. Perhaps ve 
mould read #7brtinge, and pronounce the final e. In the Sa con, 
verbals of tliis form are ſaid to terminate in ange, inge, % 


unge. Hickey, Gr. 19. c. 3. xvii. 
. 1670, 1. ] So in The Theſeida, 1. v.; 


Ma come nui vegian venir in hora 
Coſſa che in mille anni non aviene 
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That falleth nat efte in a thouſand yere, 

For certainly our appetites here, 

Be it of werre, or pees, or hate, or love, 

All is this ruled by the fight above. 

This mene I now by mighty Theſeus, 1675 
That for to hunten is ſo deſirous, 

And namely at the grete hart m May, 

That in his bed ther daweth him no day 

That he n'is clad, and redy for to ride 

With hunte and hor ue, and houndes him beſide; 1680 
For in his hunting hath he ſwicke delite, 

That it is all his joye and appetite 
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1669 
To ben himfcif the grete harts bane; 
For aſter Mars he ferveth now Diane. 
Clere was the day, as I have told or this, 1683 
And Iheſeus, with alle joye and blis, 
i 065 With his Ipolita, the fayre quene, 
And Emele, yclothed all in grene, 
Ou hunting ben they ridden really: 
And to the grove, that ſthod ther faſte by, 1690 


ne 
lo which ther was an hart u men him told, 
16-9 . Duk l heſcus the ſtreite way hath hold, 
Wü Aud to the launde he rideth him fal right, 
aps vt Ther was the hart ywont to have his flight, 
* And over a brooke, and lo forth on his wey, 1693 
Orgs 


bis duk wol have 2 cours at him or twey 

Vith houndes, ſwiche as him luſt to commaunde. 
nd when this duk was comen to the launde, 

H jj * 
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Under the ſonne he loked, and anon 
He was ware of Arcite and Palamon, 
That foughten breme, as it were bolles two; 
The brighte ſwerdes wenten to and fro 
So hidouſly that with the leſte ſtroke 
It ſemed that it wolde felle an oke, 
But what they weren nothing he ne wote : 
This duk his courſer with his ſporres ſmote, 
Aud at a ſtert he was betwix hem two, 
And pulled out a ſwerd and cried, Ho! 
No more, up peine of lefing of your hed; 
By mighty Mars he ſhal anon be ded 
That ſmiteth any ſtroke that I may ſen! 
But telleth me what miſtere men ye ben, 
That ben ſo hardy for to fighten here 
Withouten any juge or other oftcere, 
As though it were in littes really. 

This Palamon anſwered haſtily 
And ſaide; Sire, what nedeth wordes mo? 
We have the deth deſerved bothe two: 
Two wofſul wretches ben we, two caitives, 
That ben accombred of our owen lives, 
And as thou art a rightful lord and juge 
Ne yeve us neyther mercie ne refuge; 
And ſie me firit tor ſrinte charitee, 
But fle my feizw eke as wel as me; 
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in a He. - which pJrizps is zight. See before, ver. 1014, 
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Or fle him firſt, for though thou know it lite, 1725 
This is thy mortal fo, this is Arcite, 
That fro thy lond is baniſhed on his hed, 
For which he hath deſerved to be ded; 
For this is he that came unto thy gate, 
And ſayde that he highte Philoſtrate. 1730 
Thus hath he japed thee ful many a yere, 
And thou haſt maked him thy chief {quicre, 
And this is he that loveth Emelie. 
For ſith the day is come that I ſhal die 
I make plainly my confeſſion, 1735 
That lam thilke woful Palamon 
hat hath thy priſon broken wilfully : 
I am thy mortal fo, and it am 
That loveth ſo hot Emelie the bright, 
That I wold dien preſent in hire fight, 1740 
Therſore I axe deth and my iewiſe; 
5 But fie my felaw in the ſame wiſe, 
For both we have deſerved to be ſlain, 
This worthy duk anſwerd anon again, 
And ſayd, his is a ſhort concluſion ; 1745 
k Your owen mouth, by your confeſſion, 
$ Hath damned you, and | wol it recorde ; 
lt nedeth not to peine you with the cords : 
Le ſhul be ded by mighty lars the Rede. 
The quene anon for veray womanhede 1750 
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celle caute ſurent faites.“ In the preceding line other is 
7 the old expretiion for or 
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Gan for to wepe, and ſo did Emelie, 

And all the ladies in the compagnie. 

Gret pite was it, as it thought hem alle, 

That ever ſwiche a chance ſhulde befalle, 

For geutil men they were of gret eſtat, 1755 
And nothing but for love was this debat; 

And ſawe hir blody woundes wide and ſore, 

And alle criden bothe leſſe and more, 

Have mercie Lord upon us wimmen alle, 

And on hir barc knees adoun they falle, 1769 
And wold have kiſt his feet ther as he ſtood, 
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Till at the laſt aflaked was his mood; E —5 
(For pitee renneth ſone in gentil herte) a Again 
And though he ſirſt for ire quoke and ſterte, | 125 * 
He hath conſidered ſhortly in a clauſe 1765 por he 
The treſpas of hem both, and eke the cauſe; N Of eve 
And although that his ire hir gilt accuſed, 101 
Yet in his reſon he hem both excuſed; hate 
As thus; he thoughte wel that every man And n 
Wol helpe himſelf in love if that he can, 1770 5 And v 
Aud cke deliver himſelſ out of priſon ; & And't 
And cke his herte had compaluon And yi 
Cf wimmen, for chey wepten ever in on, WY bro: 
And in his gentil herte he thoughte anon, Now 10 
And ſoft unto himſelf he ſayed; Fie 177; ME Who n 
Upon a lord that wol have no mercie, » Behald 

v. 1749. Mars the relle] So below, ver. 1971, Boccace ase how 


given Mars the ſame epithet in the opening of his Thefcida; 


— do Marte. N 1 hus h 
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But be a leon both in word and dede, 
To hem that ben in repentance and drede, 
As wel as to a prond difpttous man 

That wol mainteinen that he firſt began. 
That lord hath liteb of diſcretion 

That in ſwicke cas can no diviſion, 

But weivheth pride and hum blefle after on. 


155 


Aud ſhortly han his ire is thus agon 

He gan to loken up with even light, 

Ard ſpake theſe ſame wordes all on hight. 
The god of Love, a beredicite 7 


| 760 


How mighty and how grete'a lord is he ? 
Again his might ther gainen non obſtacles, 
Ee may de cleped 2 God for his miracles, 
For he can maken at his owen giſe 

W Of exerich herte as that him liſt deviſe. 
10 here this Arcite, and this Palamon, 
That quitely weren out of my prifen, 
And might have lived in Thebes really, 
And weten Lam hir mortal enemy, 
Aud that hir deth lith in my might alſo, 
And yet hath love, maugre hir eyen two, 
TY brought hem hither hothe for to die; 

: Now loketh, is not this an heigh folie ? 


1763 


177 | Who may ben a fool; but if that he love? 

behald for Godars ſake that ſitteth above, 
ou se how they-blede! be they not wel araied ? 
[C164 3 
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Hir wages, and hir fees for hir ſervice, Te 


And yet they wenen for to be ful wiſe Thad 
That ſer ven Love for ought that may befalle. Iche 
And yet is this the beſte game of alle, To v 
That ſhe for whom they have this jolite | ſpek 
Con hem therfore as mochel thank as me. 1:15 For v. 
She wot no more of alle this hote fare, Ye we 
By God, than wot a cuckow or an hare, At on 
But all mote ben aſſaied hore or cold; ut o 
A man mote hen a fool other yonge or old; He me 
I wot it by myſelf ful yore agon, 191; This i- 
For in my time a ſervant was ! on; A be 
And therfore ſith I know of loves peine, | ws fe 
And wot how fore it can a man deſtreine, # NAT e 
As he that oft hath ben caught in kis las, As hin 
I you foryeve all holly this treſpas, 1829 Lo her 
At requeſt of the quene that knelcth here, NM 
And eke of Emelie, my ſuſter dere, * ithol 
And ye ſhul bothe anon unto me ſwere oh: 

Nat ev 


That never mo ye ſhul my contree dere, 
Ne maken werre upon me night ne day, 1% reh | 
But ben my ſrendes in alle that ye may. * 
I you foryeve this treſpas every del, Leerich 
And they him ſware his axing fayr and wel, 

And him of lordſhip and of mercic ptuid, 

And he hem granted grace, and thus he ſaid: 1539 


Armed 
Alle red 
And thi 


0 A non m 
v. 1817. And ther fore) Imitated from The Tia, l. .; That w] 
ut wh 
Ma pero che gai inamorato fui | 
E per amor ſovente tolcgiai, 


M'e caro molto il perdonate altrul. 
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To ſpeke of real linage and richeſſe, 

Though that ſhe were a quene or a princeſſe, 

} che of you bothe is worthy donteles 

Toy wedden whan time is, but natheles 

I ſpcke as for my ſuſter Emelie, 1835 
fror vchom ye have this ſtrif and jalouſie, 

Ve wot yourſelf ſhe may not wedden two 

At ones, though ye fighten evermo; 


906 


810 


— —e— H U =" * 
- —_ i 
. 2 


Put on of you, al be him loth or lefe, 
le mot gon pipen in an ivy lefe : 1840 
This is to ſay, ſhe may not ha ve you bothe, 
Al he ye never ſo jalous ne fo wrothe. 
And forthy I you put in this degree, 
That eche of you ſhall have his deſlinee 
As him is ſhape, and herkneth in what wiſe; 1845 
Lo here your ende of that | ſhal deviſe, 
My will is this for plat concluſion 


1329 


Withouten any replication, 

Ii chat you liketh, take it for the befte, 

That everich of you ſhal gon her him leſte 1850 
13; il Freely withouten raunſon or dangere, 

And this day lifty wekes, ferre ne nere, 

Everich of you ſhal bring an hundred knightes, 
Armed for liftes up at alle rightes, 

Alle redy to darrein hire by bataille. 13855 
1910 Ard this behete I you withouten faille 
pon my trouth, and as | am a knight, 


7, J. Veg j ) 
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This is to ſayn, that whether he or thou 
lay with his hundred, as I ſpake of now, 1860 
Sle his contrary, or out of liſtes drive, 
Him ini] | yeven Emehe to wive 
To whom that Fortune yeveth ſo fayr a grace. 
The liſtes ſhal I maken in this place, 
And God fe wifly on my ſoule rewe, 136; 
As | ſhal even juge ben and trewe. 


Ye that non other ende with me maken 


That on of you ne ſhal be ded or taken; 
And if you thinketh this is wel yſaid, 
Saith your avis, and holdeth you apaid : 1370 
This is your ende and your conclufion, 

Who loketh lightly now but Palamon? 
Who ſpringeth up for joye but Arcite ? 
Who coud it tell, or who coud it endite, 
The joye that is maked in the place 1875 
V/han Theſcus hath don fo fayre a grace ? 
But doun on knees went every manere wight, 
And thanked him with all hir hertes might, 
And namely theſe Thebanes often ſith. 

And thus with goed hape and with herte blith 10% 
They taken hir leve, and homeward gan they ride 
To Thebes, with his olde walles wide. 

I trowe men wolde deme it negligence 
If i foryete to tellen the diſpence 


N. 1861. Se bis vontrary] The terms in The Theſeidz #* 
fimty 


Chi Valtra parte caccera di fuore 
Fer £0774 d'arme, marity li fa 
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Of Theſeus, that goth fo beſily 1885 
To maken up the liſtes really, 
That ſwiche a noble theatre as it was 
dare wel ſayn in all this world ther n'as : 
The circuite a mile was aboute 
Walled of ſtone, and diched all withoute; 1899 
Round was the ſhape, in manere of a compas 
Ful of degrees, the hight of ſixty pas, 
That whan a man was ſet on o degree 
He letted not his fela for to ſce. 
Eſtward ther ſtood a gate of marbel white, 1895 
Weſtward right ſwiche another in th* oppoſite; 
And ſhortly to concluden, ſwiche a place 
Was never in erthe in ſo litel a ſpace, 
For in the lond ther n'as no craſes man 
That geometrie or arſmetrike can, 1900 
Ne portreiour, ne kerver of images, 
That Theſeus ne yaf him mete and wages 
The theatre for to maken and deviſe. 

And for to don his rite and facrifice 
He eſtward hath-upon the gatc above, 1905 
In worſhip of Venus goddeſſe of Love, 
Don make an auter and an oratorie, 
And weltward, in the minde and in memorie 

v. 1900. arſmetrit-] So arithmetick was commonly called 


in our ancient language. Sec below, ver. 7804, and The Seve/s 
Cages of Rome, mf. Cotton, Galba. E. ix. ; 


Geometrie and ar; metrike, 
Figl and alſo returike. 


Vilume 11, 1 
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Of Mars he maked hath right ſwiche another, 
That coſte largely of gold a fother : 

And northward, in a touret on the wall, 

Of alabaſtre white and red corall 

An oratoric riche ſor to lee, 


1910 


In worſhip of Diane of chaſtitee, 
Ilath Theſeus don wrought in noble wiſe, 

But yet had I foryctten to deviſe 
The noble kerving and the portreitures, 

The ſhape, the cor tellance, of the figures 
That weren in theſe oratorics three, 

Firſt in the temple of Venus maiſt thou ſee 1929 
Wrought on the wall, ful pitous to beholde, 
The broken {lepes, and the ſikes colde, 

The ſacred teres, and the waimentinyes, 
The ſiry itrokes of the defiringes, 
That Loves ſet vantes in this hf enduren, 


1915 


1925 
The othes that hir covenants aſſuren. 
Pleſance and Hope, Deſire, Foolhardineſſe, 
Bcaute and Youthe, Baudrie and Richeſſe, 
Charmes and Force, 1.cfinges and Flateric, 
Diſpence, Beſineſſe, and Jaloutic, 1939 
N. 1915. Hub heut don zworoug ht] This ſhould rather be 
don <COre. The pat tic) ple of the paſt tine is put improperly i 
the iniinitive mode. but the ſame inaccuracy occurs 4gaitiil 
ver. 4591; 
Theſe marchants han don fraught hir ſhippes newer ——— 
v. 1920. He the aft In the defeription of this tewp'e 
"bt 


Chaucer Os taken very little from Boccace, as he had alreavy 
11: ici Cw wn ++ ho Cl C! * 1 Mita non 01 this palrt ot 't he Thee! Gail 


That 
And 
Feſte 
Luſt 
Of L 
Py ot 
And! 
For ft 
Ther 


Was! 


With 
Nong 
Ne N. 


Ne ye 


Ne ye 
Th' et 
Ne of 
The r. 


is A. 


1 
Andes 


Gau 
t will fe 
Nen CO 
19 
uthorit 
my mſ, 
V. 19. 
ichefle 


the pc 


THE KNIGHTES TALE, 99 


That wered of yelwe goldes a gerlond, 
And hadde a cuckow fitting on hire hond, 
Feſtes, inſtruments, and caroles and dances, 
Luſt and array, and all the circumſtances 
Of Love, which that I reken and reken ſhall, 1935 
Py ordre weren peinted on the wall, 
1913 And mo than I can make of mention; 
For ſothly all the mount of Citheron, 
Ther Venus hath hire principal dwelling, 
Was ſhewed on the wall in purtreving, 1940 
With all the gardin, and the luſlineſſe: 
19:0 WIN ought was foryetten the porter Idelneſſe, 
Ne Narciſſus the fayre of yore agon, 
Ne yet the folie of King Salomon, 
Ne yet the grete ſtrengthe of Hercules, 1945 
'Th' enchantment of Medea and Circes, 
192; Ne of Furnus the hardy fiers corage, 
Ihe riche Creſus caitif in ſervage. 


1910 


is Aſ-mblee of Foules, from ver. 183, to ver. 287. If that poem 
Wu (as 1 fuſpeR) to the intended marriage between John 
! Gaunt and Blanche of Lancaſter, which took place in 1359, 


1939 twill follow that the poem of Paiamon and Arcite muſt have 
ather be een compoſed after that period. 
perly fir V. 1932. And badde a cucko<v] Hadde is inferted upon the 
againin vthority of edit. A. Ido not recollect to have found it in 

ny ml, 

FOOT V. 1942. the porter Ideinefe] In the Alemb. of b. ver. 261, 
«temple jcheſſe is the porter of Venus; but Ideinefſe, Dame Oyteule, 
Latccadty e porter of the Jardin de Deduit. Rom. de la R. 645, 
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Thus may ye {een that wiſdom ne richeſſe, 
Beaute ne ſleighte, ſtrenghte ne hardineſſe, 1930 11 


Ne may with Venus holden champartie, Wit! 
For as hire liſte the world may ſhe gie. Of & 
Lo, al! theſe folk fo caught were in hire las In w 
"Fil they for wo ful often ſaid Alas! As tl 
Sufficeth here enfamples on or two, 1935 And 
And yet | coude reken a thouſand mo. Ther 
The ſtatue of Venus, glorious for to ſee, Wro! 
Was naked fleting in the large ſee, Was 
And fro the navel doun all covered was And 
With wawes grene, and bright as any glas. 1960 That 
A citole in hire right hand hadde ſhe, The! 
And on hire hed, ful ſemely for to ſee, For v 
A roſe gerlond ſresſh and wel ſmelling, Thur 
Above hire hed hire doves fleckering : The. 
Before hire ſtood hire ſone Cupido, 1963 Y cle 
Upon his ſhoulders winges had he two, With 
And blind he was, as it is often ſene; Ever 
A bow he bare and arwes bright and kene. Was 
Why ſhulde I not as wel eke tell you all 1 
The purtreiture that was upon the wall T1970 Of Fe 
Within the temple of mighty Mars the Rede! The « 
All peinted was the wall in length and brede The 
Like to the eſtres of the griſly place v. 1 
'That highte the grec temple of Mars in Trace, da wh; 
In thilke colde and froſty region, 1975 | 


Ther as Mars hath his ſovercine manſion, 


19350 


1955 


1965 


1970 


1975 


THE KNIGCHTES TALE. FCI 


Firſt on the wall was peinred a foreſt, 
In which ther wonneth neyther man ne beſt, 
With knotty knarry barrein trees old 
Of ſtubbes ſharpe and hidous to behold, 1930 
In which ther ran a romble and a ſwough, 
As though a ſtorme ſhuld breſten every hough; 
And dounward from an hill under a bent 
Ther ſtood the temple of Mars Armipotent, 
Wrought all of burned ſtele, of whichth' entree 1985 
Was longe and ſtreite, and ghaſtly tor to fee; 
And therout came a rage and ſwiche a vite 
That it made all the gates for to riſe. 
The northern light in at the dore ſhone, 
For window on the wall ne was ther none 1999 
Thurgh which men mighten any light diſcerne: 
The dore was all of athamant eterve, 
Yclenched overthwart and endelong 
With yren tough, and for to make it ſtrong, 
Every piler the temple to ſuſtene I995 
Was tonne-gret, of yren bright and ſhene, 
Ther ſaw i firſt the derke imagining 
Of Felonie, and alle the compalling ; 
The cruel ire, red as any glede, 
The pikepurſe, and eke the pale drede, 2540 


V. 1977. ] I thall throw together a few lines of The Thc ;- 
da which Chaucer has plainly copied ia this deſcription ; 
Ne viera heftig ancora ne pre 
Cerri==Nadoſi, aſori, rigid Ce tn, 
E le porte eran de crerno adamante 
Ferratu d'ugni parte tutte quante. 


I 11) 


V 


. a2. *K_5 


as 


102 THE KNIGHTES TALE. 


The ſmiler with the knif under the cloke, vet 7 
The ſhepen brennivg with the blake ſmoke, The h 
The treſon of the mordring in the bedde, The ſ. 


The open werre, with woundes all bebledde; 
Conteke with blody knif and ſharp manace: 2ccx 
All full of chirking was that ſory place, 

The leer of himſelf yet ſaw I there, 


The c 
Noug| 
The c: 
Under 


His herte blood hath bathed all his here; The 
The naile ydriven in the ſhode on hight, Th' at 
The colde deth, with mouth gaping upright. 2010 That! 
Amiddes of the temple ſate Miſchance, the ten 
With diſcomfort and fory contenance; ix in 
3 ler, a f 
Yet ſaw | Woodnefle laughing in his rage, 2 
: a webb 
Armed Complaint, Outhees, and fiers Outrage ; called: 
The carraine in the buſh, with throte ycorven, 2013 guages. 
; F : Cancin 
A thouſand ſlain, and not of qualme yſtor ven; | Pa 
The tirant, with the prey by force yraſt; of The 
The toun deſtroĩed, ther was nothing laft: + 
1 
F. 1999. The cruz! ire] From The Theſeida ; 1 anot 
Vide vi ic ire roſſe come focho Wy rept 
E la paura palida in quel locho. | U * 
The pikepurſe (1 am ſorry to ſay) is Chaucer's own. 15 l : 
v. 2002, The /hepen} The fable, from the Sax. ſcy pen, Pugs 
which ſignifies the ſame thing. Ihe tranſlator of Bede renders 1 A 
ad abula jumentorum—to neata {CY pene. B. iv. c. 24. ö var 
V. 2014. Outhees) Outcry, from butefum, a term wellknowt 5 ha - 
in our law. This line has uſually been printed he = 
Armed complaint on th and hers co age. #2 | 
v. 2019. the /hippes hoppeſteres] It is needleſs to trouble the 6 der 
reader with the various readings and interpretations of u Wa 
pallage. To Hoe, in Saxon, ſigniſied exactly the ſame as to rk - 


dance, though with us it has acquired a ludicrous ſenſe; and 


THE KNIGHTES TALE, 103 


Yet ſaw I brent the ſhippes hoppeſteres, 
The hunte yſtrangled with the wilde beres; 2020 
he ſow ſreting the child right in the cradel, 
The coke yſcalled for all his long ladel : 
aCc3 Nought was foryete by th' infortune of Marte 
The carter overridden with his carte; 
Under the wheel fal low he lay adoun. 2025 
Ther were alſo of Martes diviſion 
Th' armerer and the bowver, and the ſmith, 
That forgeth ſharpe ſwerdes on his ſtith; 


the termination Are or fler was uſed to denote a female, like 
tri in Latin. As therefare a female baker was called a bake- 
iter, a fernale brewer a brewefter, a female webbe or weaver 
a webbeſter, ſo, I conceive, 2 female hopper or dancer was 
es called an boppefer. It is well known that a thip, in moſt lan- 
guages, is conſidered as a female. ---'Though the idea of a ihip 
Cancing on thę waves be not an unpoetical one, the adjunct 
17pc)\ers does not feem ſo proper in this place as the bellatr ici 
oi The Theſeida, I. vii.; 

Vedevi ancor le navi bellatrici, 

In voti carci e Ii volti guaſtati. 
1 another reſpect Chaucer has improved upon his original, 
Wy repreſenting the ſhips on fre. It thould be obſerved that 
the principal circumitances in Boccace's deſcription of this 
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ſc pen, temple of Mars are copied from Statius, |. vii. 
renden v. 2020, The bunte] The huntſman, from the Sax. bunta. Sce 
before, ver. 1650, and below, ver. 2630. I know not hat to 
"NIE: Whink of the two following lines. Was Chaucer ſerious, or did 
e mean, in this and ſome other, mi lar paflages, to ridicule 
he minute and often incongruous deſcriptions of the old ro- 
ible the iancers? The lines are in all the mil. 
« of thi v. 2027. Th armerer and the buyer] The editions, and 
1 Uthe mil. except Dr. Aſkew's, read — The barbour and the 


ſe: and geber. I was glad to avail mytelf of the authority of thole two 
bl 
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With 
n re: 

Ne 
As 1h 
To te 
Depe 


And all above depeinted in a tour 
Saw [ a Conqueſt, ſitting in gret honour, 2030 
| With thilke ſharpe ſwerd over his hed 

4 Yhanging by a ſubtil twined thred. 

Depeinted was the ſlaughter of Julius, 

Of gret Nero and of Antonius: 


r 


The w 
Thi. 
With { 


[4 All be that thilke time they were unborne, 2c Of hu 
| Vet was hir deth depeinted ther beforne, [her 
| | | By manacing of Mars, right by figure, IWhar 
3 So was it ſhewed in that purtreiture Was t 
| | | As is depeinted in the cercles above, And 
| | Who that be flaine or elles ded for love. = WT 
| Sufficeth on enſample in ſtories olde; Hire! 
| I may not reken hem alle though I wolde. Ther | 
| | The ſtatue of Mars upon a carte ſtood men. 
15 Armed, and loked grim as he were wood, But P. 
1 ö And over his hed ther ſhinen two figures 2046 Ther! 
| 43 Of ſterres that ben cleped in ſcriptures, For ve 
14 | That on Puclla, that other Rubeus, I ſaw | 
$1444 This god of Armes was araied thus; And fi 
4 17 A wolf ther flood beforne him at his fete Yet pe 
4 tf With eyen red, and of a man he ete: 2060 How. 
11 And 
| | : mil, to inſert the armerer inſtead of the barbour, and in of For wl 
41 ſequence of that emendation I have ventured {from cont Ther ſ 

| ture only) to ſubſtitute the boroyer for the becher. 


/ 

1 N. 2031. With tl ilke are t rd] Thilke is from core 

1 ture only. The mfl. read — the. Sha, eis a diſſyllable in othel 
| places. See ver. 2028, 2605, 9033.----In the next line 114 

alſo put Zhanging inilcad of hanging. 


THE KNIGHTES TALE, tog 


With ſubtil penſil peinted was this ſtorie, 
n redouting of Mars and of his glorie, 
Now to the temple of Diane the chatte 
As ſhortly as can lol me haſte, 
To tellen you of the defcripticun, , 2055 
Depeinted by the walles up and doun, 
Of hunting and of ſhameſaſt chaſtitee. 
[her ſaw | how wefui Califtope, | 
Whan that Diane agreved was with here, , Fi 
Was turned from a woman til 2 bere, 2060 
And after was ſhe made the lodeſterte: 
Thus was it peiated, I can ſay no ſerre; 
Hire ſone is cke a ſterre as men may (ce. 
Ther ſaw I Dane yturn«d til a tree, 
Il mene not hire the goddeſſe Diane, 2065 
But Peneus daughter. which that highte Dane. 
204; Ther ſaw I Atteon an hart ymaked, 
For vengeance that he ſaw Diane all naked: 
I ſaw how that his houndes have him caught, 
And freten him, for that they knew him naught. | 
Yet peinted was a litel forthermore 2071 
20% ow Athalante hunted the wilde bore, 
And Meleagre, and many another mo, 
For which Diane wroughte hem care and wo. 
Ther ſaw I many another wonder ſtorie, 2075 
The which me liſte not drawen.to memorie, ' 
This goddeſſe on an hart ful heye ſete, 
With ſmale houndes all aboute hire fete, 
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10 6 TUE KNIGHTES TALE, 


And undernethe hire feet ſhe hadde a mone, 
Wexing it was, and ſhulde wanen ſone. 2080 
In gaudy grene hire ſtatue clothed was, 
With bow in hond. and arwes in a cas. 
Hire eyen caſte ſhe ful low adoun, 
Ther Pluto hath his derke regioun. 
A woman travaiiling was hire beforne, 2085 
But for hire childe ſo longe was unborne 
Ful pitouſly Lucina gan ſhe call, 
And ſayed ; Helpe, for thou mayeſt beſte of all. 
Wel conde he peinten lifly that it wrought, 
With many a florein he the hewes bought. 2090 

Now ben theſe liſtes made, and Theſeus 
That at his grete coſt arraied thus 
The temples, and the theatre everidel, 
Whan it was don him liked wonder wel. 
But Rint I wol of Theſeus a lite, 2095 
And ſpeke of Palamon and of Arcite, 

The day approcheth of hir returning, 
That everich ſhuld an hundred knightes bring, 
The bataille to darreine, as I you told ; 
And til Athenes hir covenant for to hold, 21c0 
Hath everich of hem brought an hundred knightcs 
Wel armed for the werre at alle rightes. 
And ſikerly, ther trowed many a man 
That never ſithen that the world began, 
As for to ſpeke of knighthood of hir hond, 2105 
As fer as God hath maked ſce and lond, 


N'as of i 
For ever 
And wo 
Hath pr 
And we 
For it th 
Ye knov 
That lov 
Were it 
They we 
To tight 
It were: 
Andr 
With by 
Som wol 
And ina 
And ſom 


And ſom 


Som wol 
And hav 
Ther n'i 
Armed t 
Everich : 

Ther! 
Licurge 
Elake w: 

v. 2128 
el. M. Th 


THE KNIGHTES TALE, 107 


N'as of ſo ſewe ſo noble a compagnie; 
For every Wight that loved che valrie, 
And wold his thankes han a paſſant name, 
Hath praied that he might ben of that game, 2110 
And wel was him that therto cholen was, 
For if ther fell to-morwe ſwiche a cas, 
Ye knowen wel that every luſty knight 
That loveth par amour, and hath his might, 
Were it in Englelond or elleſwher, 2115 
They wold hir thankes willen to be ther. 
To light for a lady, a benedicite / 
It were a luſty ſighte for to ſe. 
And right fo ferden they with Palamon. 
With him ther wenten knightes many on 2120 
Som wol ben armed in an habergeon, 
And in a vreſt plate, and in a gipon; 


And ſom wol have a pair of plates large, 
And ſom wol have a Pruce ſheld or a targe; 
Som wol ben armed on his legges wele, 2125 
And have an axe, and ſom a mace of ſtele. 
Ther n'is no newe guiſe that it n'as old. 
ö Armed they weren as I have you told 
Everich after his opinion. 
Ther maiſt thou ſe coming with Palumon 27:9 
Licurge himſelf, the grete King of race 
Elate was his berd, and manly: was his tace ; 


v. 2128. Armed they cveren] This is upon the authority &. 
el. M. The mY, read—armed were they, 


W 
iS 


108 THE KNIGUHTES TALE. 


The cercles of his eyen-in his hed 
They gloweden betwixet yelwe and red, 


And like a griffon loked he about, 213; 


With kemped heres on his browes tout ; 

His limmes gret, his braunes hard and ſtronge, 
His ſhouldres brode, his armes round and longe; 
And as the guiſe was in his contree, 


Ful highe upon a char of gold ſtobd he, 2100 


With foure white bolles in the trais. 

Inſtede of cote armure on his harnais, 

With nayles yelwe, and bright as any gold, 
He hadde a beres ſkin, cole-blake for old. 


His longe here was kempt behind his bak, 414 


As any ravenes fether it ſhone for blake. 

A wreth of gald arm-gret, of huge weight, 
Upon his hed ſate, ful of tones bright, 

Of fine rubins and of diamants. 


About his char ther wenten white alauns, Ut 


Twenty and mo, as gret as any ſtere, 

To hunter at the leon-or the dere, 

And folwed him, with moſel ſaſt ybound, 
Colcred with gold, and torettes filed round. 


F 2150. a/2uns] Alan» is the Spanith name of a ſpecs 


df which the ditionaries call a Maſtiſf. Sir J. Bouchicr'sta 
lation of Froillart, b. iv. c. 24, “ foure courſers and twoal 
% of Spayyne jayre and good.“ 

Y. 2154. 157072195] Rather roretes, with the mf. from the! 


rouret, witch is explained by Cotgrave to ſignify, among & 
things, te tte 1 oy v 1c a hawke's lune (or leath) 8: 
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THE KNIGHTES TALE, 109 


An hundred lor des had he in his route 2155 
Armed full wel, with hertes ſterne and ſtoute. 

With Arcita, in ſtories as men find, 
The gret Emetrius the King of Inde, 


| Upon a ſtede bay, trapped in ele, 


Covered with cloth of gold diapred wele, 2160 
Came riding like the god of Armes Mars; 

His cote armure was of a cloth of Tars, 

Courhed with perles white, and round, and grete; 
His ſadel was of brent gold new ybete; 

A mantelet upon his houldres hanging 2165 
ret- ſul cf rubies red, as fire ſparkling; , 
His criſpe here like Tinges was yronne, 

And that was yelwe, aud glirered as the ſonne; 

His noſe was high, his even bright citrin, 


His lippes round, his colour was ſanguin, 2170 


A ſewe ſtaꝶnes in his face yſpreint, 


betwixen yelwe and blake ſomdel ymeint, 


And as a leon he his loking caſte, 

Of tve-and-twenty yere his age I cafte; 

His herd was wel begonnen for to ſpring, 2175 
is vols was as a trompe thandering ; 


ened unto the jefſes. Mr. Warton has fhewn, by ſeveral quan- 


tations, that toretet were aiſixcd to the collars of dogs for a fi- 


mir purpoſe. Hf. of Eng. Po. p. 364. Our Author ſays that 


the ringe [of the aſtrolabe] renneth in a mauner of a ture. 
Tr. cf J. fol. 201. b. 
V. 2171, Hanes] The Sax. word for what we call ect. 
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FIO THEKNIGHTES TALE, 


Upon his hede he wered of laurer grene, 

A gerlond fresſhe and luſty for to ſene; 

Upon his hond he bare for his deduit 

An egle tame, as any lily whit : 2109 
An hundred lordes had he with him there, 

All armed fave hit hedes in all hir gere, 

Ful richely in alle manere thinges ; 


Ne wh 
What ] 
What | 
Of allt 
But of 


Now c 


For truſteth wel that erles, dukes, kinges, a bg 
Were gathered in this noble compagnie, 213; * Dan 
For love and for encreſe of chevalrie. a An 
About this king ther ran on every part a NN 
Ful many 2 tame leon and leopart. 
And in this wiſe theſe lordes all and fome „ 
5 : Unto tt 
Ben on the Sonday to the citee come 2190 
x : 5 mene 
Abouten prime, and in the toun alight. aan 
This Theſeus, this duk, this worthy knight, : i 90 
Whan he had brought hem into his citee, ; 
And inned hem everich at his degree, 2 
He feiteth hem, and doth ſo gret labour 219; n 5 
To eſen hem, aud don hem all honour, To 
"That yet men wenen that no mannes wit ; = 
Of non eſtat ne cond amenden it. ; — 
The minſtralcie, the ſervice at the feſte, ? = 
The grote yeftes to the molt and leſte, 22% . 221, 


cer's aſtro 
Berg, edit 
* piers [ce 
de la nu 
et la pr. 
66 pour Ce 


The riche array of Theſeus pales, 

Ne who ſate firit ne laſt upon the deis, 
What ladies ſayreſt ben or be!t dancing, 
Or which of hem can carole beſt or ſing, 
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Ne who moſt felingly ſpeketh of love, 2205 

What haukes ſitten on the perche above, 

What huundes liggen on the floor adoun, 

Of all this now make I no mentioun, 

But of the eſſect, that thinkerh me the beſte; 2209 

Now cometh the point, and herkeneth if you leſte. 
The Sonday mght or day began to ſpring, 

Whan Palamon the larke herde ſing, 

Although it n'ere not day by houres two, 

Yet ſang the larke, ond Palamon right tho 

Wich holy herte, and with an high corage 2215 

He role, to wenden on his pilgrimage 

Unto the blisful Citherca benigne, 

mene Venus, honovrable end digne, 


And in hire houre he walketh forth à ꝓas 


Sax] * *%. 


SOS 


2 


8 * 


Unto the liſtes, ther hire temple was, 2220 


v. 2206. What hautes] He alludes to the following defcrip- 

tion in The Theſcida, 1. vii; 

L'aula grand d'alti cavalieri 

Tutta era piena, e di diverſe gente. 

Qutvi aveva zugulsri e minitiricri 

Di diverũ ati copiofamente, 

Zilfalchi, aſtori, falcoui, e ſparavieri, 

Brachi, livreri, e maſtin ver mente, 

Su per le ftanze e in terra a giacere, 

Aſſai a quor zentili belli a vedere. 
Þ. 2219. And in hire haurt] I cannot hetter Rluſtrate Chaus 
cer's aſtrology than by a q1:otation from the old X ier ie 
Berg, edit. 1500, ſign. K M. b.; Qui vent ſavoir comme ber- 
"* giers ſcevent quel planete rene chaſcune heure du jour et 
de la nuit, doit ſavoir le planete du jour qui veult Senquerir; 
et la premiere heure temporeile du toletl levant ce jour eit 
** pour celluy planete. ia ſeconce heure eit pour la planete en- 
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12 THE KNIGHTES TAL. 


And doun he kneleth, and with humble-chere 
And herte ſore he ſayde as ye ſhul here: 
Fayreſt of fayre, o lady min Venus, 
Daughter to Jave, and ſpouſe of Vulcanus, 
Thou glader of the Mount of Citheron ! 2225 5 
For thilke love thou haddeſt to Adon | 


ave pitec 
id take 1 
Alas! 1 
e effect. 
in herte 
m ſo co! 
it mercy 
ly thoug 
onſider a 
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hat make 
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1 ſuſvant. et la tierce pour l'autre,“ fc. in the following u. 
der, ig. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Veuus, Mercury. Lum 
'To apply this doctrine to the pretent caſe. The firit hour d 
the Sunday, reckoning ſrom ſunriie, belonged tothe dun, the 
planet of the day, the fecond to Venus, the third to 1:7 
ry. C..; and continuing this method of allotment we (hal 
find that the twenty-ſecond hour alſo belonged to the Su 
and the twenty third to Venus, ſo that the hour of Venus rei 
ly was, as Chaucer ſays, two hours before ſuntiſe of the tollos. 
ing dv. Accordingly we are toid in ver. 2277 that tl 
third hour afcer Palamon ſct out tor the temple of Venus tir 
ſan roſe, and Emelie began to go to the temple of Diane. lty 
not ſaid that this was the hour of biane or the Moon, but. 
really was; fer, as we have juit ſeen, the twenty-third la 
of Sunday belonging to Venus, the twenty-fourth mutt beg 
ven to Mercury, and the firit hour of Menday falls in courleto 
the Moon, the preſiding planet of that Cay. After this -. 
cite is deſcribed as walking to the temple of Mars, ver. 23% 
in the nexte houre of Mars, that is, the fourth hour of the Cay, 
It is neceſſary to take theſe words together, for the nexte Hu 
ſingly, would ſignify the /econd hour of the day; but that ac 
cording to the rule of rotation mentioned above belonged! 
Saturn, as the tied did to jupiter. "The fourth was the cal 
houre of Mars that occurred after the hour laſt named. 
F. 2223. #avreft of favre} So Palamon in The The/cida; 


e axe In 
e renoun 
t pris of: 
ut | wold 
t Emelie 
ind thou 

rekke no 
= 0 have V 
chat | h 
Wor thoug 


ad again, | 
O beila dea, de} bun Vulcan ſpoſa, 


Per cui ſe aliegra il monte Citherone, Io non 
Dee i ti priego, che mi fi pictota, Io cerc 
Per qucllo amore che puitaiii ad Adoucs wn 

" 


O clic 


THE ENIGHTES TALE, 113 


ave pitee on my bitter teres ſmert, 
id take myn humble praier at thin herte. 


; Alas! | ne have no langage to tell 

? ie effecte ne the torment of min hell; 2439 
"I ; in herte may min harmes not bewrey; 

1 am ſo confuſe that | cannot ſay: 
TP: Wit mercy, lady bright! that knoweſt wele 
Ln y thought, and ſeeſt what harmes that I fele: 


onſider all this, and rue upon my ſore, 2235 
s willy as I ſhall for ever more 


© th Wnforth my night thy trewe ſervant be, 
"2 ö nd holden werre al way with chaſtite; 
irs N hat make I min avow fo ye me helpe, 
at tle epe nought of armes for to yelpe, 2249 
* 1 ( e axe | nat to-morwe to have victorie, 
butt i e renoun in this cas, ne vaine glorie 
1 f pris of arnies, blowen up and doun, 
* Bt wold have fully poſſeſtoun f 
vis Pf Emelie, and die in hire ſerviſe; 2245 
ad thou the manere how, and in what wiſe. 
7 rekke not but it may better be 
ao have victorie of hem or they of me 
ot that | have my lady in min armes; 
Ver though ſo be that Mars is god of Armes, 2250 
445 


ad again, [Sce below, ver. 2240.3] 


Io non techegio in arine aver victoria —— 
Io cercho fla Emilia, la qual poi 
Donarmi, Dea, fe donar la mi voi. 
It modo trova tu, ch'io nen ne curo 
O CL"io va viuto, v ch'io ia vincitore. 


K iy 


— * 
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Your vertue is ſo grete in heven above, Up ro 
That if you liſte I ſhal wel have my love. 1 t 
'Fhy temple wel I worſhip evermo, Bire 1 
And on thin anter, wher | ride or go, Ful re 
I wo! don ſacrifice, and fires bete. 1275 Th'en 
And if ye wol not ſo, my lady ſwete ! That t 
Thau pray I you to-morwe with a ſpere The hi 
That Arcita me thurgh the herte bere; Ther | 
Than rekke I not whan I have loſt my lif Smok i. 
Though that Arcita win hire to his wif. 2200 This E 
This is the eſſucte and ende of my praiere, Fire b 
Yeve me my love thou blisful lady dere! Eut ho 
Whan the oriſon was don of Palamon But it! 
His ſacrifice he did, and that anon, And ye 
Full pitouſly, with alle circumſtances, 220; To hin 
Al tell I not as now his obſervances, g Put it i 
But at the laſt the ſtatue of Venus ſhoke, lire br 
And made a ſigue wherbyv that he toke WA corot 
That his praiere accepted was that day; ; Upon h 
For though the ſigne ſnewed a delay, 2270 WM Two fir 
vet will he wel that granted was his bone, 4 And dic 
And with glad herte he went him home ful fone. in Stace 
The thridde houre inzqua! that Palamon OW 
Began to Venus tem ple for to gon be. | v 
3.2273. The thridile houre inequal} In the aſtrological ſvſen V. 229 
the day (ſrom ſunriſe to ſunſet) and the night (from tun'2t XII.; 
ſunciſe/ being each divided into twelve hours, it is; lain {1 R = 
the hours of the day and night were never equal except ia E pe 
the equinoxes. The hours attributed to the pianets vage . 2222 


this unequal ſort. See Kalendrier de Berg. c. cit. and dur 
thor's Treatiſe on the Aſtrolabe. 


2255 


2200 


2205 


2279 


ne. 


r 
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Up roſe the ſonne, and up roſe Emelie, 2275 
And to the temple of Diane gan hie. 

Hire maydens that ſhe thider with hire ladde 

Tul redily with hem the fire they hadde, 

Th encenſe, the clothes, and the remenant all, 

That to the ſacrifice longen ſhall, 2280 
The hornes ful of mede, as was the giſe; 

Ther lakked nought to don hire ſacrifiſe. 

Smoking the temple, ful of clothes fayre, 

This Enielie with herte debonaire 

Hire body westhe with water of a well, 2285 
Eut how ſhe did hire rite I dare not tell, 

But it be any thing in general, 

And yet it were a game to heren all; 


To him that meneth wel it n'ere no charge; 

Eut it is good a man to hen at large. 2299 
lire bright here kembed was, untreſſed all; 

A coroune of a grene oke cerial 

Upon hire hed was ſet ful fayre and mete: 

8 Tvo fires on the auter gan ſhe bete, 


And did hire thinges as men may behold 2295 


: In Stace of Thebes, and theſe bokes old. 


* 2283. « Fu mondo il tempio e di hei drapi ornato.“ 
T Þ2f. I. vii. 
V. 2291. Hire bright ter, J So Emelie is deſcribed in TH. 
« Xil. ; 
Dicho che i ſuo crin parevan doro. 
Non con trezza cefreiti, ma ſuluti 
E petinati. 


« 2292, A caroune! * Corona di querzia cereale.“ Th. I. vii. 


. 
* 1 4 


e 
_ - 
. » 


— <5 — Ha 
a 


* 


— Dy - 
„% Fl Io a) Ser oO os 


— — - 


— — 


116 rut KNIGHTES TALE, 
rif m. 
bat | f 
s {end: 
= cho! 
Due bitt 
; din thou 


Whan kindled was the fire, with pitous chere 
Unto Diane ſhe ſpake as ye may here: 

O chaſte goddeſſe of the wodes grene, 
To whom both heven, and erthe, and ſee, is ſene, 
Quene of the regne of Pluto derke and lowe, 2301 
Goddeile of maydens, that min herte haſt knowe 
Ful many a yere, and woſt what I deſire, 
As ke pe me fro thy vengeance and thin ire, 
That Atteon aboughte cruelly ! 2305 
Chaſte goddeſſe! wel woteſt thou that 1 
Deſire to ben a mayden all my lif, 
Ne never wol | be no love ne wif: 
I am (thou woſt) yet of thy compagnie, __— 
A mayde, and love hunting and venerie, 2319 1 Kg, 
And for to walken in the wodes wilde, + RE 
And not to ben a wif and be with childe; mw 
Nought wol | knowen compagnie of man; . _ 
Now helpe me, Lady, ſith ye may and can, Y 
For tho three formes that thou haſt in thee: 241; 


: ly may 
8 And wh 
he f 
1 Vile E 


$i 
0 or righ 


* 


f And qui] 


ut ſode 


Wor whic 


What ſhe 
And Palamon, that hath ſwicke love to me, ern gp 
And eke Arcite, that loveth me ſo ſore, + at onl 
This grace | praie thee withouten more, 5 nd 0 


As ſende love and pees betwix hem two, 

And fro me torne away hir hertes ſo, 2390 
That all hir hote love and hir deſire, 

And all hir beſy torment and hir ſire 

Be queinte, or torned in another place. 

And if ſo be thou wolt not do me grace, 


= And tt 
WV ith boy 
nd ſayd 
WD mong t 


Nad by c 


THE KNIGUTES TALE, 


rif my deſtinee be ſhapen ſo 
hat l ſhall nedes have on of hem two, 
s{ende me him that moſt deiireth me. 
Rcholde, goddefie of clene Chaſtite ! 
Hie bitter teres that on my chekes ſall: 
Win thou art mayde, and keper of us all, 2330 
) maydenhed thou kepe and wel conſerve, 
and while l live a mayde | wol thee ſerve. 

he fires brenne upon the auter clere 
Vaile Emehe was thus in hire praiere, 
But ſodenly ſhe ſaw a ſighte queinte 2335 
or right anon on of the fires qucinte 
knd quiked again, and after that anon 
hat other fire was queinte and all agon, 
Ind as it queinte it made a whiitehrg 
don theſe brondes wet in hir brenning; 2340 
ud at the brondes ende outran anon 
it were blody dropes many on; 
For which ſo fore agaſt was Emelie, 
hat ſhe was wel neigh mad, and gan to crie, 
WF or the ne wiſte what it ſignified, 2345 
ut only for the fere thus ſhe cried 
nd wept, that it was pitce for to here, 

and therwithall Diane gan appere 

zu em bowe in hond, right as an huntereſſe, 
Ind ſayde, Doughter, ſtint thin hevineſſe. 2350 
mong the goddes highe it is affermed, 
ad by etcrne word written and confermed, 
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x18 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


Thou ſhalt be wedded unto on of tho 
That han for thee ſo mochel care and wo, 
But unto which of hem I may not tell. 
Farewel, for here I may no longer dwell; 
The fires which that on min auter brenne 
Shal thee declaren er that thou go henne 
Thin aventure of love as in this cas. 

And with that word the arwes in the cas 
Of the goddefle clatteren faſt and ring, 
And forth ſhe went and made a vaniſhing, 
For which this Emelie aſtonied was, 

And ſayde, What amounteth this, alas! 

T putte me in thy protection 

Diane, and in thy diſpoſition, 

And home ſhe goth anon the nexte way. 
This is the effeRe; ther n'is no more to ſay. 

The nexte houre of Mars folwing this 
Arcite unto the temple walked is 
Of fierce Mars, to don his ſacrifiſe 
With all the rites of his payen wiſe. 

With pitcus heyte and high devotion 
Right thus to Mars he ſayde his oriſon: 


2355 


2360 


2365 


2370 


N. 2358. $hal thee declaren] This is improper, as the fires 
have already declared the event of the combat. In the origi» 
nal, a» I remember, the appearance of Diana is prior to tie 


One. 


N. 2372. payen] This Fr. word is conſtancly uſed in the bet 


mf. inftead of pagan. 
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0 ſtronge god, that in the regnes cold 
Of Trace honoured art, and lord yhold, 
And haſt in every regne and every lond 
Of armes a!l the bridel in thin hond, 

And hem fortuneſt as thee lift deviſe, 
Accept of me my pitous ſacrifiſe! 

If ſo be that my youthe may deſerve, 

And that my might be worthy ior to ſerve 
Thy godhed, that I may ben on of thine, 
Than praie I thee to rewe upon my pine, 
For thilke peine and thilke hote ſire 

In which thou whilom brendeſt for deſire 
Whanne that thou uſedeſt the beautee 

Of fayre yonge Venus freſhe and free, 

And haddeſt hire in armes at thy wille; 
Although thee ones on a time misfille, 
Whan Vuleanus had caught thec in his las, 
And fond thee ligging by his wif, alas! 

For thilke forwe that was tho in thin herte 


Have reuthe as wel upon my peines fmerte. 


2375 


. 2380 


2385 


2390 


V. 2375. O fronge god} The prayer of Arcite in The The- 


{14a begins in the ſame manner; 


A forte dio, che ne i vegni nivoll 
Bitoni ſervi le tue facre caſce 
de ner alto volere la mia ctate 

Eli mie ſore meritan, che io 


De i toi fa detto, per quella pietate, 
Coe Nentine, ator che con difio 
D: Citharea uſavi la beltate, 
Rinchiutſy aa Vulcan, ad ogni idlo 


Facto palcſc, humilmente te priego, 
Che ali miei prieghti tu non far niego, 
Io ſon come tu vidi giovinetto, Y:. 


—— — — — — 


— —— 
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Ny be 
That n 


Lam yonge and unkonning as thou woſt, 25) 
And, as I trow, with love oſtended moſt 


That ever was ony lives creature; i raſc 
For ſhe that doth me all this wo endure nd be 
Ne recceth never whether I ſinke or flete; Now,! 
And wel l wot or ſhe me mercy hete 2400 ere n 
moſte with ſtrengthe win hire in the place; The 
And wel { wot withcuten helpe or grace The rin 
Of thee ne may my ſtrengthe not availle; nd ek 
Than helpe me, Lord, to-morwe in my bataille, Dt whic 
For thilke fire that whilom brenned thee, 240% ie fire 
As wel as that this fire now brenneth me, hat it 
And do, that I to- morwe may han victorie: ſwete 
Nin be the travaille and thin be the glorie. Nad Ar 
Thy ſoveraine temple wol I moit honouren nd mo 
Of ony place, and alway moſt labouren 240 1th ot! 
In thy pleſance and in thy crattes ſtrong; he ſtat! 
And in thy temple wol my baner hong, 5 wit 

low a 


And all the armes of my compagnie, 
And evermore until that day I die 
Eterne fire I wol beforne thee ſind; 241 
And cke to this avow I wol me bind. 
. 2404. Than belpe me] So in The Theſeida ; 
Duncue me 5j1:ta per lo ſanto ſocho, 


Che te arſe gia, i come me arde hora. 


7 whic 
4 nd tl 
eite an 
SL2VN a 
And rl 
5 FS AS. 
2 thilke 
J temnil tugiçterni ſoneranno 

De 'acmi del mio vinto compagnoney 
Ft ancora le mie vi penderantuo——— 
Eterni focki ſempre vi arderano, 


E la batboa If. barba} e i mei con f. cria] che offenfons 
Di ferro non ſentiron te improme no. 
* 


wixen 
d Mar 


at Jupi 


e 
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My berd, my here that hangeth long adoun, 

$7 hat never yet felt non offenſioun 

{raſour ne of ſhere | wol thee yeve, 

nd ben thy trewe ſervant while I live. 2420 
EN ow, Lord, have reuthe upon my ſorwes ſore; 
Wc me the victorie; 1 axe thee no more. 

The praier ſtint of Arcita the ſtronge, 

The ringes on the temple dore that honge, 

nd cke the dores, clattereden ful faſt, 2425 
Df which Arcita ſomwhat him agaſt, 

he fires brent upon the auter bright 

hat it gan all the temple for to light; 

ſwete ſmell anon the ground up yaf, 

und Arcita anon his hond up haf, 2439 
nd more encenſe into the fire he caſt, 

240 ith other rites mo, and at the laſt 

he ſtatue of Mars began his hauberke ring, 

nd with that ſoun he herd a murmuring 

low and dim. that ſayde thus, Victorie; 2435 
7 which he yaf to Mars honour and glorie. 

And thus with joye and hope wel to fare 

cite anon unto his inne is fare 

yn as foul is of the brighte ſonne. 

And right anon ſwiche ſtrif ther is begonne 40 
r thilke granting in the heven above 

wixen Venus the goddeſſe of Love, 

d Mars the ſterne god Armipotent, 

at Jupiter was beſy it to ſtent, 

Jalume II. L 


239 


240% 


le, 
246 


1 | 122 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 
0 Til that the Pale Saturnus the Colde, 2445 ; Min b 
| | 'Fhat knew ſo many of aventures olde, Nec d 
N Fond in his olde experience and art 3 ylo 
That he ful ſone hath pleſed every part. Now v 
l As ſooth is ſayd, elde hath gret avantage; Frpat I 
| In elde is bothe wiſdom and uſage: Te 
. Men may the old out- renne but not out- ede. noch 
| Saturne anon, to ſtenten ſtrif and drede, wie 
1 Al be it that it is again his kind. ll be) 
| Of all this ſtrif he gan a remedy find. Phat ca 
| My dere doughter Venus! quod Saturne, 24 an (1 
U My cours that hath ſo wide for to turne epe n 
i Hath more power than wot any man. Now 
Min is the drenching in the fee ſo wan, | Mare 
| Min is tie priſon in the derke cote, 4 nd tel! 
1. Min is the ſtrangel and hanging by the throte, 2e gre! 
| "The murmure, and the cherles rebelling, Gret v 
1" The grovning, and the prive empoyſoning. nd eke 
1 I do vengeance and plcine correction nde cv 
| While | dwell in the ſigne of the Leon, hat all | 
[ | Min is the ruine cf the highe hallcs, as We 
i | The falling of the toures and of the walles ladies, i 
i Upon the minour or the carpenter; Min b 
I ſiew Sampſon in ſhaking the piler. | * 8 
der 
| | d. 2451. out- rede] Outwit, ſurpaſs in counſcl. The ſeri p * . 
this word has been moR ridiculouſly miſtaken by Diyc; 3 
For this advantage age from youth bas won, r ſyllable 


As not to be outridgden though 9iirun. 


V, GIA 


” 
O_o 


| THE KNIGHTES TALE, 123 
Ain ben alſo the maladies colde, 
he derke treſons, and the caſtes olde: 2470 
Ny loking is the fader of Peſtilence. 
Now wepe no more, I ſhal do diligence 
bat Palamon, that is thin owen knight, 
hal have his lady, as thou haſt him hight. 
WI hogh Mars ſhal help his knight yet natheles. 2475 
Wetwixen you ther mot ſomtime be pees: 
ll be ye not of o complexion 
Phat cauſeth all day ſwiche diviſion. 
am thin ayel, redy at thy will; 
'epe now no more, I ſha} thy luſt full], 2450 
Now wol | ſlenten of the goddes above, 
DD! Mars and of Venus goddeſſe of Love, 
ad tellen you as plainly as | can 
he gret effect ſor which that I began. 
Gret was the feſte in Athenes thilke day, 2485 
nd cke the Juſty ſeſon of that May 
ade cvery wight to ben in ſwiche pleſance 
hat all that Monday juſlen they and dance, 


2440 


24%! 


v. 2469. Min ben alſo the maladies colde] 1 apprehend that 
ladies, in this verſe, is to be pronounced as of four ſyllables; 
= {in ben al(6 the maladies cölde. 

d below, ver. 2495 ; 

Ther was in th' h6ftelries All abGute. 

id ver. 2591 ; 
ber n'tre ſwiche compagnies never twẽy. 
wever, if any one ſhould prefer a hobbling line with ana- 
r(yllable in it he may read, with the beſt mil. ni min ben 
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124 TAE KNICUTES TALE. 


And ſpenden it in Venus highe ſerviſe; 

But by the cauſe that they ſhulden rife 2490 
Erly a-morwe for to ſeen the fight, 

Unro hir reſte wenten they at night. 

And on the morwe whan the day gan ſpring 

Of hors and harneis noiſe and clattering 

T het was in the hoſtelrics all aboute, 2495 
And to the paleis rode ther many a route 

Of lordes upon ſtedes and palſreis. 

Ther mayeſt thou ſee deviſing of harneis 

So uncouth and ſo riche, and wrought fo wele 

Of goldſmithry, of brouding and of ſtele; 25c0 
The ſheldes brighte, teſteres, and trappures, 
Gold-hewen helmes, hauberkes, cote armurrs; 
Lordes in parementes on hir courſeres, 

Knightes of retenue, and eke ſquieres, 

Nailing the ſperes, and helmes bokeling, 2505 
Gniding of ſheldes, with lainers lacing 

Ther as nede is they weren nothing idel: 

The ſomy ſtedes on the golden bridel 

Gnawing, and faſt the armureres alſo 

With file and hammer priking to and fro; 2510 
Yemen on foot, and communes many on 

With ſhorte ſtaves, thicke as they may gon; 

N. 2506. Gniding held. 6] Rubbing, from the Sax. ni lan, 
fricare. I have not ſerupled to infert This reading in the te! 
from a fingle mf. NC.) and that vie of the teaft authority. la- 
deed both Ca xtoti's editions ſupport it, for they read 2170177 
and n in many mil. is undiſtinguithable from u. 'The other read 
ings are gyngyRges ssl, 67 ig8iiigy giriings £ydingy gr yditthe 
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Pipes, trompes, nakeres, and clariounes, 
That in the bataille blowen blody ſouncs; 
The paleis ful of peple up and doun, 

Here three, ther ten, holding hir queſtioun, 
Devining of theſe Theban knightes two, 
Som layden thus, ſom ſayde it ſhall be fo; 
Som helden with him with the blacke berd, 


T25 


2515 


Som with the bailed, ſom with the thick herd; 2520 


Som ſaide he loked grim, aud wolde fighte ; 


He hath a ſparth of twenty pound of wighte. 


Thus was the halle full of devining 
Long after that the ſonne gan up ſpring, 
The gret Theſeus that of his ſlepe is waked 
With minſtralcie and noiſe that was maked, 
Held yet the chambre of his paleis riche, 
Til that the Theban knightes bothe yliche 
Honoured were, and to the paleis fette. 

Duk Theſeus is at a window [ette, 
Araicd right as he were a god in trone : 
The peple preſeth thider ward ful fone 

V. 2513. Pipes, trompes] Theſcida, I. li.; 


A uni hora trombe, nachare, e tamburi 
Sonaron forte. 


2525. 


Se Du Cangęe in v. Nacara, who deſcribes it to be a kind of bras 


zen dium uſed in the cavalry. 
y. 2716. Here three] So in The Theſcida ; 
Qu tre, la quatra, e qui ſei adnnati, 
Tra lor moftrando diverſe ragione. 
v. 2527. Held yet the chambre] So The Theſ-ida s 
Anchor le ric he camerc tenca 
2. ſeg palagis. 
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Him for to ſeen and don high reverence, 


And cke to herken his heſte and his ſentence. 


An heraud on a fcaffold made an O, 
Til that the noiſe of the peple was ydo, 
And whan he ſaw the peple of noiſe al ſtill 
Thus ſhewed he the mighty dukes will. 

The lord hath of his high diſcretion | 
Confidered that it were deſtruction 
To gentil blood to fighten in the giſe 
Of mortal bataille now in this empriſe, 
Wherfore to ſhapen that they ſhul not die 
He wol his firſte purpos modiſie. 

No man therfore, up peine of loſſe of lif, 
No maner ſhot ne pollax ne ſhort knif 
Into the liſtes ſend or thider bring, 
Ne ſhort ſwerd for to ſtike with point biting 
No man ne draw ne bere it by his ſide; 
Ne no man ſhal unto his felaw ride 
But o cours, with a ſharpe ygrounden ſpere; 
Foin if him liſt on foot, himſelf to were: 


V. 2535. an O] It may be doubted whether this be an abbre- 
viation of ayez, or whether the interjection Y were uſed to 
command a ceſſation of noiſe as well as of fighting, Oc. f 
the latter uſe ſee ver. 17053, 2658, and Holin/h. p. 495 ; * The 
„ Duke of Nortolke was not fullie fet forward when rhe king 
* caſt downe his warder, and the heralds wried, Ho, 5!” 

V. 2552. bimſe!f to were] 'Dodetend : it is a Saxon word. 5 
Chr. Sax. Giby. p. 57, bine werede, fe defendi:— and p. 14% 
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And he that is at meſchief ſhal be take, 
And not {laine, but be brought unto the Rake 
That ſhal ben ordeined on eyther fide; 2555 
Thider he (hal by force, and ther abide : 
And if fo fall the chevetain be take 
On eyther ſide, or elles eth his make, 
No longer ſhal the tourneying ylaſt. 
od ſpede you; goth forth and lay on faſt: 2560 
Vith longe ſwerd and with maſe fighteth your fill. 
z0th now your way; this is the lordes will. 

The vois of the peple touched to the heven, 
o loude crieden they with mery ſteven, 
od ſave ſwiche a lord that is ſo good, 2:65 
Je wilneth no deſtruction of blood. 
Up gon the trompes and the melodie, 
And to the liſtes rit the compagnie 
y ordinance, thurghout the cite large, 
anged with cloth of gold and not with ſarge. 2570 
Ful like a lord this noble duk gan ride, 
And theſe two Thebans upon eyther fide, 


1535 


2540 


2545 


2559 


V. 2559. ylaf] The prepoſitive y is an addition of my own 
r the ſake of the metre; but perhaps we might read“ No 
— longer thal the tourneyinge .“ See the n. on ver. 1655, 1 
, pe * ld obſet ve that ſome miſſ. read tournament, and mf. D. cour- 
. enge, which may lead us to ſuſpect that Chaucer poſubly 


1 abbre- 
uſed t9 


. * wn rote rurnymentihg. 
va ! 8 T . ; 
best Non V. 2563. The wars of the peple] So The Theſeida ; 
Md. Ws 3 
9. 18 Di ovvili e del populo il romore 
: r* 41 Tuch. ! 9 bo. - 4 a : 
o le Kelle, fi fu alto c forte, 


Lt den, gecendo, ſervi tal fignore 
Che de gli amici ſuoi fugic la morte. 
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And after rode the quene and Emelie, 
And after that another compagnie 
Of on and other after hir degree; 
And thus they paſſen thurghout the citee, 
And to the liſtes comen they be time : 
t n'as not of the day yet fully prime. 

Whan ſet was 'Theſeus ful rich and hie, 
Ipolita the quene, and Emelie, 
And other ladies in degrees aboute, 
Unto the ſetes preſeth all the route. | 
And weſtward thurgh the gates under Mart 
Arcite, and eke the hundred of his part, 
With baner red, is entred right anon; 
And in the ſelve moment Palamon 
Is, under Venus, eſtward in the place, 
With baner white, and hardy chere and face. 
In all the world to ſeken up and doun, 
So even without variatioun 
Ther n'ere ſwiche compagnies never twey ; 
For ther was non ſo wiſe that coude ſey 
That any hadde of other avantzge 
Of worthineſle, ne of eſtat ne age, 
So even were they choſen for to geſle : 
And in two renges ſayre they hem dreſſe. 
Whan that hir names red were evcrich on, 
That in her nombre pile were ther non, 


at 


2590 


25% 


2595 


25%, 


Tho were the gates ſhette, and cried was loude, 
Do now your devoir, yonge knightes proude. a6: 
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The heraudes left hir priking up and doun. 


Now ringen trompes loud and clarioun. 


Ther is no more to ſay, but eſt and weſt 


in gon the ſperes ſadly in the reſt; 
In goth the ſharpe ſpore into the ſide : 2605 


Ther ſee men who can juſte and who can ride: 


I het ſhiveren ſhaftes upon ſheldes thicke ; 


He ſeleth thurgh the herte ſpone the pricke : 
Up ſpringen ſperes twenty foot on highte; 


bout gon the ſwerdes as the ſilver brighte : 2610 
Irbe helmes they to-hewen and to-ſhrede; 


Out breit the blod with ſterue ſttemes rede: 


$ With mighty maces the bones they to-breſte; 


He churgh the thickeſt of the throng gan threite : 
Ther tomblen ſtedes ſtrong, and doun goth all; 2615 


; He rolleth under foot as doth a ball: 


Re foineth on his too with a tronchoun, 


and he him hurtleth with his hors adoun : 


V. 2603, the bert? ſpore] This part of the human body is not 
mentioned in any dictionary that I have ſeen. The tottowing 


pate of Johnſon [SadShepherd, A. i, S. vi, ] would incliic one 
to ſuſpect that it means the concave part cf the breait, where 
ue lower ribs uNite with the cartilagt eb e 


PPP 


——he that andves him, {the dect! 

Doth cleave the briſket bune, uon the ſpoon 

Or which @ Rtle EriAle grow go— 
The gloſſ. ſuppoſes /*52e to be a participle, ſignifying thruſt, 
eriven, puibt, from the It. /pingcre. 

V. 2617. He foineth on Lis jo9] have ventured to ſubſtituto 
9 initead of roor or feet, the readings of the mil. Foot frems 
to have been originally introduced by a copitt from tt: pre- 
ceding line, and to have been afierwards altered to feet, iu or- 
err to make ſome ſenſc. 
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He thurgh the body is hurt, and fith ytake 
Maugre his hed, and brought unto the ftake, 2619 
As forword was, right ther he muſt abide; 
Another lad is on that other ſide: 

And ſomtime doth hem Iheſeus to reſt, 

Hem to reſreih and drinken if hem left. 

Ful oft a day hau thilke Thebanes two 20175 
Togeder met and wrought eche other wo: 
Unhorſed hath eche other of hem twey. 

Ther n'as no tigre in the vale of Galaphey, 

Whan that hire whelpe is ſtole whan it is lite, 

So cruel on the hunt as is Arcite 2630 
For jalous herte upon this Palamon; 

Ne in Belmarie ther n'is ſo fell leon 

That hnuted is, or for his hunger wood, 

Ne of his prey deſireth fo the blood, 

As Palamon to fleen his foo Arcite : 2635 
Thc jalous ſtrokes on hir helmes bite; 

Out renneth blood on both her ſides rede. 

Somtime an ende ther is of every dede 
For er the ſonne unto the reſte went 
The ſtronge King Emetrius gan hent 2640 
'This Palamon, as he fought with Arcite, 

And made his ſwerd depe in his fleſh to bite; 


F. 2628, the dale of Galaphey)] This word is variouſly writ 
ten, Colaphey, Galgaphey, Galapey. There was a town called 
Galapha in Mauritania 'Tingitana, upon the river Malva, (cc 
tar. Geog. Ant. v. ii. p. 935,] which perhaps may have £1vel 
name to the vale here meant. For Belmariz, ver. 262, & 
the note on ver. 57, 
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Ard by the force of twenty is he take 
Unyoldea, and ydrawen to the ſtake : 

And in the refcous of this Palamon 

The itronge King Licurge is borne adoun 
And King Emetrius for all his ſtrengthe 


Is borne out of his ſadel a ſwerdes lengthe, 
so hitte him Palamon or he were take: 
But all for nought, he was brought to the ſtake : 


His hardy herte might him helpen naught; 
Re mulic abiden han that he was caught 
By force and cke by compoſition. 

Who forweth now but woeful Palamon, 
Ihat mote uo more gon again to fight? 
And whan that Theſcus had ſeen that fight 
Unto the folk that foughten thus eche on 
He cried, Ho! no more, for it is don. 

I wol be trewe juge and not partie. 
Arcite of Thebes ſhal have Emelie, 


het by his fortune hath hire fayre ywonne. 


Anon ther is a noife of peple begonne 
For joye of this ſo loud and high withall 
It ſemed that the Iiftes ſhulden fall. 

What can now ſayre Venus done above ? 


131 


2645 


26450 


2655 


2660 


2665 


What ſaith ſhe now ? what doth this quene of Love 


But wepeth ſo for wanting of hire will 
Til that hire teres in the liſtes fill: 
dhe ſayde, I am aſhamed doutelees. 


Saturnus ſayde, Daughter, hold thy pees: 


2670 


132 THE KNIGHTES TALE» 
Mars hath his will, his knight hath all his bone, 


And by min hed thou ſhalt ben eſed ſone. be 
The trompoures with the loude miaſtralcie, | nd lep. 
The heraudes, that fo loude yell and crie, dert 
Ben in hir joye for wele of Dan Arcite. 2671 e pigh 
But herkeneth me, and ſtenteth noiſe a lite, hind fan 


Whiche a miracle ther beſell anon. 

This fierce Arcite hath of his helme ydon, 
And on a courſer for to ſhew his face 
He priketh endelong the large place, 266 
Loking upward upon this Emelie, 
And ſhe again him call a frendlich eye, 
(For women, as to ſpeken in commune, 
They folwen all the favour of Fortune) 
And was all his in chere as his in herte. 263; 
Out of the ground a Fury infernal ſterte, | 
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v. 2673. The trompoures)] The trumpeters ; ſo the beſt mM 
If the learned editor of Ancient Scottith Poems had found thy 
word in this ſenſe in his copy of Chaucer he would not, I ay 
prehend, have looked any further for an explanation of it in 
The Dance, by Dunbar, it. ii. v. 10, p. 27. | 

V. 2577. Whiche a miracle] It is ſcarce neceſſary to obſet i 


— — 
— 


1 

| | that which, in our ancient language, was often uſed for who 1 3 

WH | and what. It is uſed for what here, and again, ver. 5621, (ha 
1 | +. 2685. And was all his in chere as his in berte) I hart ind of 
1 patched up this verſe as well as I could out of the dileren hat of 

| | copies. here is no authority, as I recollect, for the firſt n. cx-M 

118 cept Cz. 2, but it ſeems abſolutely neceffary : and all the cv- | wer, 
1 pies read -a in his herte which I think is evidently wrong, hat w 
| v. 2685, a Fury] Moſt of the copies have a fire, m. A. rea b. a6 
a Fuyr, from which I have made the preſent reading, as in; , . 
Theſeida it is Herinis, 5. e. Erinnys, one of the Furtes. re cut. 

Folu 
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rom Pluto ſent, at requeſte of Saturne, 
or which his hors for fere gan to turne, 


'S nd lepte aſide, and foundred as he lepe; 


133 


Nad er that Arcite may take any kepe 2690 
e pight him on the pomel of his hed, 
. hat in the place he lay as he were ded, 
| is breſt to-broſten with his ſadel bow; 
; s blake he lay as any cole or crow, 
$ o was the blood yronnen in his face. 2695 
26K ' Anon he was yborne out of the place, 
' With herte ſore, to Theſeus palcis: 
: ho was he corven out of his harneis, 
Nad in a bed ybrought ful fayre and blive, 
or he was yet in memorie and live, 27c0 
2685 ed alway crying after Emelie. 
Du: rheſeus with all his compagnie 
Meſt mi 5 comen home to Athenes his citee 
and the ith alle bliſſe and gret ſolempnite. | 
” * N be it that this aventure was falle 2705 
e n'olde not difcomforten hem alle. 
"_ len ſayden eke that Arcite ſhal not die, 
1, 68:6, WW ſhal ben heled of his maladie. 
| I hare Nad of another thing they were as fayn, 
a * hat of hem alle was ther non yſlain, 2710 
1 the c were they fore yhurt, and namely on, 
y wro'. Bl hat with a ſpere was thirled his breſt bone. 
Ra bo v. 2698. corven] Cut out of his harneſs. 1 ſuppoſe to ſave 
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To other woundes and to broken armes 
Som hadden ſalves and ſome hadden charmes; 
And fermacies of herbes, and eke ſave 2715 
They dronken, for they wold hir lives have: 
For which this noble duk, as he wel can, 
Comſorteth and honoureth every man, 
and made revel all the longe night 
Unto the ſtrange lordes, as was right. 27 
Ne ther nas holden no diſcomforting 
gut as at juſtes or a tourneying z 
For ſothly ther n'as no diſcomfiture, 
For falling n'is not but an aventure: 
Ne to be lad by force unto a ſtake 2724 
Unyolden, and with twenty knightes take, 
O perſon ail alone, withouten mo, he ve 
And haried forth by armes, foot, and too, 7 ro thi 
And cke his ſtede driven forth with ſtaves, 3 
With footmen, bothe yemen and cke knaves, 273? 
It was arctted him no vilanie; 
Ther may no man clepen it cowardie, 
For which anon Duk Theſcus let crie, 
Fo ſlenten alle ranconr and envie, 
Ine grec as wel of o fide as of other, 
And eyther {ide ylike, as others brother; 
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N. 2715. And fermacies} Pharmacies, I have added the , 
which ſeems as necetlary to the ſenſe as to the metre. 
N. 2735. Thegree} The prize, the honour of the day. & 

F. P. fol. 98; 
He gre yet hath he gotten, for al his grete wound. 
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And yave hem giftes after hir degree, 

nd helde a feſte fully dayes three; 

g And conveyed the kinges ny 

out of his toun a journee largely; 2740 
nd home went every man the righte way; 

her n'as no more but Farewel, Have good day. 


27¹5 


)f this bataille I wol no more endite, 

Wut ſpeke of Palamon and of Arcite., 

Swelleth the breſt of Arcite, and the fore 2745 
'ncreſeth at his herte more and more. 


27 


be clotered blood for any leche- craft 

orrumpeth, and is in his bouke ylaft, 

hat - veine- blood ne ventouſing, 

le drinke of herbes, may ben his helping. 2759 
he vertue expulſif or animal, 

Pro thilke vertue cleped natural, 

e may the venime voiden ne expell; 

he pipes of his longes gan to ſwell, 


27% 


85 27 


gain that curious old ballad, Thie Turnament of Tottenham, 
r. 91, [ Ancient Feetry, v. ii.; ! 

[T0] which of all the bachelery granted is the gree. 

d again, ver. 186; 

der gathered Peritin about on every fide, 

2) \ 4nd grant him there the gree, the more was hit pride. 

Was neceſſary to vindicate this old phraſe, as the editions 

ve diſcarded it for they grete. 

V. 2749. 4 journec) A day's work, or <vav, Fr. To make 

$ till clearer the editions in general read—a dayes journey 

and ſpoil the verſe. 


V. 2748. Hue] The trunk of the body probably, from the 
x. buce, Tenter, | 
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And every lacerte in his breſt adoun 2755 
Is hent with venime and corruptioun. 
Lum gaineth neyther for to get his lif 
Vomit upward ne dounward laxatif : 
All is to- broſten thilke region; 
Nature hath now no domination: 2760 
And certainlv ther nature wol not werche. 
Farewel phyfike; go bere the man to cherche. 
This is all and ſom, that Arcice moſte die; 
For which he ſendeth after Emelie, 
Aud Palamon, that was his coſin dere; 276; 
Ian he thus, as ye ſhuin after here. 

Nought may the wotul ſpirit in myn herte 
Declare o point of ali my ſorwes ſmerte 
To you my lady, that | love moſt, 
But i bequethe the ſervice of my goſt 2770 
o you aboven every creature, 
Sin that my lif ne may no lenger dure. 
Alas the we! alas the peines ſtrong, 
That for you have ſuffered, and fo longe! 
Alas the deth! alas min Emelie! 2775 
Alas departing of our compagnie ! 
Alas min hertes quene ! alas my wit! 
Min hertes ladie, ender of my lif! 
What is this world? what axen men to have? 
Now with his love, now in his colde grave 
Alone withouten any compagnie. 
Farewel my ſwete, larcwel min Emelie! 
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And ſoſte take me in your armes twey 
For love of God, and herkeneth what l ſey. 

have here with my coſin Palamon 2785 
Had ſtrif and rancour many a day agon 
For love of you, and for my jalouſie; 
And Jupiter ſo wis my ſoule gie, 
To ſpeken of a ſervant proprely, 
Wich alle circumitances trewely, 2790 
That is to ſayn, trouth, honour, and knighthede, 
Wiſdom, humbleſſe, eftat, and high kinrede, 
Fredom, and all that longeth to that art, 
So jupiter have of my ſoule part, 
As in this world right now ne know I non 2795 
So worthy to be loved as Palamon, 
That ſerveth you, and wol don all his lif; 
And if that ever ye ſhal ben a wif 
Foryete not Palamon, the gentil man. 

And with that word his ſpeche faille began; 28c0 
For from his {cet up to his hreſt was come 
The cold of deth that had him overnome ; 
Ard yet moreover in his armes two 
The vital ſtrength is loſt and all ago; 
Ouly the intelle&, withouten more, 2805 
That dwelled in his herte ſike and fore, 

V. 2502, o nome] Overtaken, from owerniman, Sax, 

V. 2803. And yet] So in The Theſeiila, l. x.; 

L anchor ne le brazza era perduta 
La vital forza, fol nc lo intelletto 


Enel core era alicora ſotlenuta 
La pocha vita 
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Gan faillen whan the herte felte deth; ] 
Duſked his eyen two, and failed his breth : Of 
But on his ladie yet caſt he his cye; In: 
His laſte word was, Mercy, Emelie! 2810 For 
lis Ipirit changed hous, and wente ther 80 f 
As 1 came never | cannot tellen wher; Wh 
"Fherſore | ttent, lam no diviniſtre; To 
Of ſoules find I not in this regiſtre: Crat 
Ne me luſt not th' opinions to telle 2815 Wh: 
Of em, though that they writen wher they dwelle. And 
Arcitc is cold, ther Mars his ſoule gie. N 
Now o 1 ſpcken forth of Emelie. Savi; 
Saright Emelie, and houleth Palamon, That 
And Theſeus his ſiſter toke anon 2920 As hi 
Swouning, aud bare hire from the corps away. Joye 
hat helpeth it to tarien forth the day, And! 
To tellen how ſhe p both even and morwe ? Rig 
For in ſwiche cas v{mmen have ſwiche ſorwe, & That 
Yhan that hir houtbonds ben fro hem ago, 262; Right 
That for the more part they ſorwen ſo, In all 
Or elles fallen in ſwiche maladie, ; This 
That atte laſte certainly they die. Hud v 
. 2813. The, fore ent] This is apparently a fling at Zoe F eth i 
cacc's pompous deſcription of the pallage of Arcite's fo, ANC 
heaven, Thef. I. xi. Ic thouid be obſerved however that s thi. 
Author had already made ute of the ſame defcription in i . 
Troilus, ver. 1806, ſeq. It is not in The Philoſtrato. ; pe 
. 2517. ther Mars bis fhule gie] "The force of ther, in tl Duk 
kein er ern gu NS bs ha: ; 4 7 
2 
| f "py 
5 


. 
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Infinite ben the ſorwes and the teres 
Of olde folk and folk of tendre yeres 2830 
In all the toun for deth of this Lheban; 
For him ther wepeth bothe child and man: 
So gret a weping was ther non certain 
Whan Hector was ybrought all freſh yflain 
To Troy: alas! the pitee that was there; 2835 
Cratching of chekes, rending eke ot here. 
231; ny woldeſt thou be ded? thiſe women crie, 
owelle, And haddeſt gold ynough and Emclie. 
No man might gladen this Duk Theſeus 
Saving his olde fader Egeus, 2840 
hat knew this worldes tranſmutatioun, 
2320 A- he had ſcen it chaungen up and doun, 


2810 


y. Joye after wo, and wo aſter gladneſſe, 
Aud ſhewed him enſample and likeneſſe. 
* Right as ther died never man (quod he) „ 2845 
e, 5 That he ne lived in erth in fom degree, 
285 Ripht ſo ther lived never man (he ſeyd) 
In all this world that ſomtime he ne deyd : 
: This world g'is but a thurghfare ful of wo, 
: And we ben pilgrimes pailing to and ſro: 2850 
„ Pcth is an end of cvery worldes fore. 
ng at d ; n 
bol and over all this yet ſaid he mochel more 
er that o o this effect; ful wilely to enhort © 
won "Pb peple that they ſhuld hem recomfort. 
her, in thi Duk Theſeus with all his beſy cure 2855 
r pal © calteth now her that the ſepulture 


V. 2876. He caſet h I have added He to complete the verſe, 
du of pronduus redundantly is common in Chaucer, 


E n 
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Of good Arcite may beſt ymaked be, 
And eke moſt honourable in his degree; 
And at the lait he toke concluſion 
That ther as firſt Arcite and Palamon 
Hadden for love the bataille hem betwene, 
That in that ſelve grove, ſote and grene, 
Ther as he hadde his amorous deſires, 
His complaint, and for love his hote fires, 
He wolde make a ire, in which the office 
Of funeral he might all accompliſe; 
And let anon commande to hack and hewe 
The okes old, and lay hem on a rew 
In culpons, wel araied for to brenne. 

lis officers with ſwitte feet they renne 
And ride anon at his commandement. 
And aſter this, this Theſcus hath ſent 
After a here, and it all overſpradde 


With cloth of gold the richeſt that he hadde, 


And of the ſame ſuit he cladde Arxcite. 
Upon his hondes were his gloves white, 
Eke on his hed a croune of laurer grene, 


And in his hond a ſwerd ful bright and kene. 
. 2362. in that ſelde greg In The Theſeida Arcita is buried 


— Nel bofco, ane tancona 
Aver ſovente ſolena de unore 


V. 2866. Of funcr al} Of is a conjeAtural ſupplement ; or tit 
verſe may be (perliaps better) completed by taking in the wal 
and cd. Cg. 2, in which the oſſice 


fully from mf. NC. 


Funeral he might all fully accomplice. 


þ, * * ' - * . ang » 2 „ 
N. 2872. Aud after this} 'The fecond this is from conjedu 
only. Some mil. read — And after this ITheſeus hach / 


which perhaps is tight. 
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ne laid him bare the viſage on the dere, 
Therwith he wept that pitce was to here; 2580 
And for the peple ſhulde ſcen him alle, 
Whan it was day he brought him to the halle, 
That roreth of the crying and the ſoun. 
Tho came this wotul Iheban Palamon 

With flotery berd and ruggy asſhy heres, 2885 
In clothes blake, yaropped all with teres, 
And (paſling over of weping Emeclic 
Erbe reuſulleſt of all the compagnie. 

And in as much as the ſervice ſhuld be 
he more noble and riche in his degree, 2890 


. 


bs a. 


2069 


x » 


2 


r 


2365 


F 


y. 2879. bare the <1if.r2e]) If this expreſſion were in Milton 
the criticks would not lail to call it an clczant Graeciim; in 
aucer WE can only hope that it may be alluwed to be an cle»: 
pant Anglicitin. Vroitfarc ſays that the corpſe of our Edw. III. 
vas carried“ tout au long de la cite de Londres, à viaire de- 
* couvert, julques 4 Weitmonitier,” V. i. c. 320, 
V. 2895. With fierery berd] TB l. xi.; 

Con rabuffata braza [or barba] e triſto crine 

E polveruſo.— 
lotery ſcems hterally to mean floting, as hair dithevelled 
ravuſata) may be laid to flote upon the air. Rugey is rough. 
2557, And / paying over.) According tothi reading the (ene 
plain that Paiamon was the reutulk-tt, Oc. patting over or 
xcepting Emelie; but all the mu. that 1 have ſeen read -er. 
we adhere to that we muſt diſpoſe the parenthelis thus z 


Anni (paſting other of weping) Emrelie 
The reufullett, &'c,— 


2870 


— 
RY 


7 A 


<P ae 


nt; or it 


Po tas 
I9 (1 54 in 


n the wal tie ſenſe will be, that with Palamon came alſo Emelie, 
ce | paſſing others of or in weping) the reufulleſt, Foc. But ſuch a 
ruction would be very harth, and unte Chaucer's utval 
con ject ngci''ty, anc therefore 1 rather believe we thoulu rcau-εν 
— 
& 


- th cv, Ur. 


* 
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Duk Theſeus let forth three ſtedes ꝓring, 
That trapped were in ſtele all glittering, 
And covered with the armes of Dan Arcite; 
And eke upon theſe ſtedes gret and white 


&T hat 
And t 
his 1 


Mt für. 


Ther ſaten folk, of which on bare his ſheld, 2%; But 
Another his ſpere up in his hondes held; A nd c 
The thridde bare with him his bow Turkeis, As ok: 
Of brent gold was the cas and the harneis; Vilov 
And riden forth a pas with ſorwetul chere plc 
Toward the grove, as ye ſhul after here. 2900 Wow t 

'The nobleſt of the Grekes that ther were ; Ne ho 
Upon hir ſhuldres carrieden the bere, Pier 
With ilacke pas, and eyen red and wete, Wi wh 
Thurghout the citee, by the maiſter ſtrete, ip! 
That ſprad was all with black, and wonder hie 290; e ho) 
Right of the ſame is all the ſtrete ywrie. Nedde 
Upon the right hand went olde Egeus, Wc h0\ 
And on that other ſide Duk Theſeus, That u 
With veſſels in hir hond of gold ful fine, chor 
All ful of hony, milk, and blood, and wine; 2910 nd th 
Eke Palamon with ful gret compagnie, iat 
And aſter that came woful Emelie 4 nd th 
With fire in hond, as was that time the giſe, Dad g. 
To don the office of funeral ſer vice. le mi 

High labour and ful gret apparailling 201; chou 
Was at the ſervice of that fire making, oha 

F. 2897. his bow Turteit] So in The Rom. de la R. Lo how 
ſaid to have deux arcs Turqusis, ver. 924. Aut in: 


V. 2904. the maiſler f trete] The principal ſtreet; . Le ſ 
« yerain carreſour.“ Froifart, v. iv. c. 28. 
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hat with his grene top the heaven raught, 
WA nd twenty fadom of brede the armes ſtraught; 
his is to ſain, the boughes were ſo brode. 
Df are firſt ther was laied many a lode. 2920 
hut how the fire was maked up on highte, 
nd cke the names how the trees highte, 

Ns oke, fir, birch, aſpe, alder, holm, poplere, 
Vilow, elm, plane, aſh, box, cheſtein, lind, laurere, 
laple, thorn, beche, haſel, ew, whipultre, 2925 

How they were feld, ſhal not be told for me; 

Ne how the goddes rannen up and doun 
iſnerited of hir habitatioun, 8 
which they woneden in reſt and pees, 
BF inphes, Faunes, and Amadriades; 
e how the beſtes and the briddes alle 
eaden for fere whan the wood gan falle; 
c how the ground agaſt was of the light, 
hat was not wont to ſee the ſonne bright; 
e how the fire was couched firſt with titre, 
nd then with drie ſtickes cloven a-thre, 
nd than with grene wood and ſpicerie, 

Ind than with cloth of gold and with perrie, 

Dad gerlonds hanging with ful many a flour, 

Ile mirre, th' encenſe alſo with ſwete odour; 

„chou, Arcita lay among all this, 
WI: what richeſſe about his body is; 
. Loe bow that Emelie, as was the giſe, 
Wi in the fire of funeral ſervice; 
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Nec how ſhe ſwouned whan ſhe made the fire, 294 
Ne what ihe ſpake, ne what was hire defire; 


Ne what jęwelles men in the fire caſte, 


M han that the fire was gret and brente faſte; 
Ne how ſom caſt hir ſheld and ſom hir ſpere, 


And of hir veſlimentes which they were, * | 


And cuppes full of wine, and milk, and blood, 
Into the fire, that brent as it were wood; 

Ne how the Grel:es with a huge route 

Ihree times riden all the fire aboute 


Upon the left hond, with a loud thouting, 2951 


And thries with hir ſperes clatering, 
And thries how the ladies gan to crie; 
Ne how that led was homeward Emelie; 
Ne how Arcite is brent to aſhen cold; 
Ne how the liche-wake was yhold 20 
All thilke night; ne how the Grekes play; 
'The wake-plaies ne kepe I not to lay; 


v. 2950. the liche-wake} The cuſtom af watching with dal 


bodies ice, Sax.) is probably very ancient in this countr 
was abuſed, as other wakes and vipils were. See Du Cancel 
[irilie, * in vigiliis eitca corpora mortuorum vetantur cha 
ct cantilenz, ſeculares ludi et ali turpes et fatui.” 9 
NMigorn. an. 1240, c. 5. Chaucer ſeems to have confoun 
the wake - plays (as they were called) of his own time with! 
funeral-· games of the Ancients. So in Troilus, v. 303, It 
ſays to Pandarus, 

nut of the fire aud ſamde funeral 

In which my buy breanen ſhall to glede, 


And of the tefte and playes palettral, 
At my vigile I pray thee take good hede. 
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„ 2947 3 ho wreſtled beſt naked, with ole enoint, 
e who that bare him beſt in no disjoint : 


Voll not tellen eke how they all gon 2965 
Home til Athenes whan the play is don, 
ö Put ſhortly to the point now wol | wende, 
d maken of my longe Tale an ende. 
d, phy proceſſe and by lengthe of certain yeres 
Niacaten is the mourning and the teres 297 


WD! Grekes by on general aſſent: 
han ſemeth me ther was a parlement 

20M 4Atlicncs upon certain points and cas; 
monges the which points yſpoken was 
o have with certain contrees alliance, 2975 
nd have of Thebanes fully obeiſance: 
or which this noble I heſeus anon 
et ſenden after gentil Palamon, 
ö Jnwiſt of him what was the cauſe and why: 
ein his blacke clothes ſorwefully 2980 
c came at his commandement on hie; 


CY ho ſente Theſeus ſor Emelie. 

r What, they were ſet, and huſht was al the place, 
"tur ch nd Theſcus abiden hath a ſpace, 

EY r any word came from his wiſe breſt 2985 
me with! s eyen {ct he ther as was his leit, 

30 3, 170 And with a ſad viſage he ſiked ſtill, 


2 And after that right thus he ſayd his will, 


v. 2064. in no dizjoint) With no diſadvantage: ſo ver. 1334! 


l che dient; at ſuch diſadw antageæ. 
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The firſte Mover of the cauſe above, 


Whan he firſte made the fayre chaine of love, 2% = 
Gret was th' effect, and high was his entent; rn 
Wel wiſt he why and what therof he ment; =. 

For with that fayre chaine of love he bond f A 
The ſire, the air, the watre, and the lond, $ wy 
In certain bondes, that they may not flee : 2995 "9 
That ſame prince and Mover eke (quod he) | = 
Hath ftablifht, in this wretched world adoun, 1 = 
Certain of dayes and duration 
To all that are engendred in this place, Con 
Over the which day they ne mow not pace, 300 und 
Al mow they yet the dayes wel abrege. * 
Ther nedeth non autoritee allege, The 
For it is preved by experience, The 


But that me luſt declaren my ſentence. 
Than may men by this ordre wel diſcerne 32; 
That thilke Mover ſtable is and eterne; 
Wel may men knowen, but it be a fool, 
That every part deriveth from his hool; 
For Nature hath not taken his beginning 


Of no partie ne eantel of a thing, Joggen ; 
But of a thing that parfit is and ſtable, WT her 
Deſcending ſo til it be corrumpable; WI han 


. 2993. that ſfayre chain fe] Our Author's philoſop!y 
is borrowed, 2s it is uſually, irom Byethrus, 1. ii. met, 8; 
Hane rerum ſeriem ligat, 


Terras ac pelagus regens, 
Et cælo imperitans, amor. 


dee alſo, for what follows, I. iv. pr. 6, 
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And therfore of his wiſe purvey2nce 

» 9 . He hath ſo wel beſet his ordinance, 
That ſpeces of thinges and progrethons 
hullen enduren by ſucceſſions, 
And not eterne, withouten any lie; 
This maicſt thou underſtand and ſeen at eye. 

Lo the oke, that hath ſo long a noriſhing 
pro the time that it ginneth firſt to ſpring, 
$ And hath ſo long a ht, as ye may ſer, 
vet at the laſte waſted is the tree. 
Conſideretk eke how that the harde ſtone 
onder our feet, on which we trede and gon, 
t wafteth as it lieth by the wey ; 
: The brode river ſomtime wexeth drey; 
Erhe grete tounes ſee we wane and wende; 
JT han may ye ſec that all thing hath an ende. 
man and woman ſee we wel alſo, 
hat nedes in on of the termes two, 
hat is to ſayn, in youthe or elles age, 
ie mote be ded the king as ſhall a page; 

f Som in his bed, ſom in the depe ſee, 
Pom in the large feld, as ye may ſee : 
Erher helpeth nought, all goth that ilke wey; 
Than may I ſayn that alle thing mote dev. 


2995 


3005 


philoſoph 
td; V. 3019. To the ate] So in The Theſrida ; 
Lo querei, che anno fi lungo nutrimento 

E tanta vita quanto noi vedemo, 

Anno pur alcun tempo kuiaicuto, 

Le duie plette ancor, Tc. 


N 1; 
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What maketh this but Jupiter the King, 
The which is prince and cauſe of alle thing, 
Converting alle unto his propre wille, 
From which it is derived, ſoth to telle? 
And here-againes no creature on live 

Of no depree availleth for to ſtrive. 

Than is it wiſdom, as it thinketh me, 

Jo maken vertue of neceſſite, 

And take it wel that we may not eſchewe, 
And namely that to us all is dewe ; 

And whoſo grutcheth ought he doth folie, 
And rebel is to him that all may gie. 

And certainly a man hath moſt honour 

To dien in his excellence and flour, 

Whan he is fiker of his goode name; 


IJhan hath he don his frend ne him no ſhame; 


And glader ought his frend ben of his deth, 
Whan with hogour is yolden up his breth, 
Than whan his name appalled is for age, 
For all foryetten is his vaſſallage: 

Than 1s it beſt, as for a worthy fame, 

Jo dien han a man is belt of nanie. 

The contrary of all this is wiltulncfle, 

Why grutchen we? why have we hevineſſe, 


N. 3043. Than is it Wiſdom] From The Th:/eida ; 
E pero fare de la neceſſitate 
Virtu, quando biſogna, e ſapientia, 
E il contrario e chiara vanitate. 


303% 


v. 3956. his wagallage] Valour, proweſs. Froiſurt, v. i.c 
271, „a grand honneur et rage.“ See Du Cange, iu 


Vafaticu N. 
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7 nat good Areite, of chivalry the flour, 


eparted is, with dutee and honour, 


WD ut of this foule priſon of this lif? 
ny grutchen here his coſin and his wif 


df his welfare, that loven him ſo wel! 3065 
an he hem thank ? nay, God wot, never a del, 


WF hat both his ſoule and eke hemſelf offend, 
Ind yet they mow hir luſtes not amend. 


What may I conclude of this longe ſerie, 


; zut after ſorwe rede us to be merie, 3070 
Ind thanken Jupiter of all his grace, 


ind er that we de parten from this place, 


rede that we make of ſorwes two 
30088 


) parfit jaye laſting evermo: 
nd loketh now wher moſt ſorwe is herein, 3075 


her wol J firſte amenden and begin. 


Siſter, (quod he) this is my full aſſent, 


W' ith all th' avis here of my parlement, 

What gentil Palamon, your owen knight, 

That ſerveth you with will, and herte, and might, 
Ind ever hath don fin ye firſt him knew, 3081 
That ye ſhall of your grace upon him rew, 


nd taken him for huſbond and for lord: 


ene me your hand, for this is oure accord. 


Let ſee now of your womanly pitee; 3c 85 


MW: is a kinges brothers ſone pardee, 
v. 3078. With all th' avis] So the ſtatute 5 H. IV. is ſaid in 


c preamble to be made e Padwis et aſſent des Seig- 


murs,” Oc. The fame form is uſed in moſt of the acts of that 
wn 
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And though he were a poure bachelere, 

Sin he hath ſerved you ſo many a yere, 

And had for you ſo gret adverſite, 

It moſte ben conſidered, leveth me, 

For gentil mercy oweth to paſſen right. 
Than ſayd he tlius to Palamon the Knight; 


30% 


trow ther nedeth litel ſermoning And 
To maken you aſſenten to this thing. our 
Cometh ner, and take your lady by the hond. 2c; WT his 
Bet wixen hem was maked anon the bond Let ſ 
That highte Matrimoine or Mariage, For t 
By all the conſeil of the baronage; Now 
And thus with alle bliſſe and melodie Som 
Hath Palamon ywedded Emelie ; 3100 Th 
And God, that all this wide world hath wrought, We 
Send him his love that hath it dere ybought. | e 
For now is Palamon m alle wele, | to hav 
Living in bliſſe, in richeſle, and in hele, des“ 
Ard Enielie him loveth ſo tendrely, 30 ac 
And he hire ſerveth all Jo gentilly, = 
That never was ther no word hem bctwene Le: 
Ol jaloufic, ne of non other tene. Erne ot 
Thus endeth Palamon and Emelie, 3 
And God fave all this ſayre compagme. zug nete: 
. 2091. πνεν Ry writing this word ſo (according to r * 
mil.) we preſerve a proper diſtinction between , © "INAL 
third perſon ſing. of the preſent tenſe, and ought, wic vs NI. de! 
former'y only uſed in the paſt tenſe. Nr Cl: 


V. 2109. Tut endeth pala mon] Reſore I quit this Tale 1» 
j uſt take notice that the ſame ſubject has been treated t 
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. Wuax that the Knight had thus his Tale told, 


In all the compagnie n'as ther yong ne old 
That he ne ſaid it was a noble ſtorie, 


And worthy to be drawen to memorie, 
And namely the gentiles everich on. 


3115 
Our Hoſte lough and ſwore, So mote I gon 


This goth aright; unbokeled is the male; 


Let ſee now who ſhal tel another Tale, 


For trewely this game is wel begonne : 
Nov telleth ye fire Monk, if that ye conne, 
WF Somwhat to quiten with the Knightes Tale. 


3120 
The Miller, that for-dronken was all pale, 


French verſe, many years ſince Chaucer's time, by two ladies; 
the one, Anne de Graville, is ſaid by Du Verdier [LBHibl. p. 42, J 


Wto have tranſlated * de viell langage et proſe Le beau Romam 


des deux amants Palamon et Arcita,” It began thus; 


, 


1 Mer . 


Victorieux en armes et amours 

Fut Theſeus, apres que pluſieurs jours 
Eat ſcjourne en l' Amazone terre, 

Ou Cupido et Mars luy firent guerre, 
Les qucls vainquit et Hypolite au 


The other, Jeanne de la Fontaine, is mentioned by La Croix 


du Maine; and it was moſt probably her poem that Johannes 
decundus has celebrated, 1. ni. leg. xv, as he appears to have 


written her epitaph and a nznia upon her death. #7 Lib. Funer. 
Secund,—In the new edit. of Les Bibliotheques 
rancoiſe; the poem of Anne de Craville is ſaid to be till pre- 
ſerved in the royal library at Paris; and I find from a note of 
M. de la Monnoye in that edit. that he was well apprized of 
ur Chaucct's having borrowed this Tale from The 'Theicida, 
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And though he were a poure bachelere, 
Sin he hath ſerved you ſo many a yere, 
And had for you ſo gret adverſite, 
It, moſte ben conſidered, leveth me, 3099 
For gentil mercy oweth to paſſen right. 
Than ſayd he tlius to Palamon the Knight; 
I trow ther nedeth litel ſermoning 
To maken you aſſenten to this thing. 
Cometh ner, and take your lady by the hond. 3c9; 
Betwixen hem was maked anon the bond 
That highte Matrimoine or Mariage, 
By all the conſeil of the baronage; 
And thus with alle bliſſe and melodie 
Hath Palamon ywedded Emelie; 31c0 
And God, that all this wide world hath wrought, 
Send him his love that hath it dere ybought. 
For 10w is Palamon in alle wele, 
Living in bliſſe, in richeſſe, and in hele, 
Ard Eniclie him loveth fo tendrely, zicy 
And he hire ferveth all ſo gentilly, 
That never was ther no word hem betwene 
Ol jalouſte, ne of non other tene. 
Thus endeth Palamon and Emelie, 
And God fave all this fayre compagnie. 3110 
N. 2001. 020e7Þ) By writing this word fo (according to ſore 
mii.) we preſerve a proper diſtinction between owwerr, the 
third perſon ſing. of the preſent tenſe, and ought, which was 


forrmaer'y only uſed in the paſt tenſe. : 
V. 2109. Tut endeth Pala mon] Before I quit this Tale I wi! 


j uſt take notice that the ſame ſubject has been treated tue 
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Wuas that the Knight had thus his Tale told, 
In all the compagnie n' as ther yong ne old 
That he ne ſaid it was a noble ſtorie, 
And worthy to be drawen to memorie, 
And namely the gentiles everich on. 3115 
Our Hoſte lough and ſwore, So mote I gon 
This goth aright; unbokeled is the male; 
Let fee now who ſhal tel another Tale, 
For trewely this game is wel begonne : 
Now telleth ye fire Monk, if that ye conne, 3120 
Somwhat to quiten with the Knightes Tale. 
The Miller, that for-dronken was all pale, 


French verſe, many years fince Chaucer's time, by two ladies ; 
the one, Anne de Graville, is ſaid by Du Verdier [Bibl. p. 42,] 
to have tranſlated “ de viell langage et proſe Le beau Romant 
des deux amants Palamon et Arcita,” It began thus; 

Victorieux en armes et amours 

Fut 'Thefeus, apres que pluſieurs jours 

Eut ſcjourne en l' Amazone terre, 

Ou Cupidd et Mars luy firent guerre, 

Les qucls vainquit et Hypolite auf 
The other, Jeanne de la Fontaine, is mentioned by La Croix 
du Maine; and it was moſt probably her poem that Johannes 
Secundus has celebrated, 1. ii. eleg. xv, as he appears to have 
written her epitaph and a nænia upon her death. #7 Lib. Funer. 
inter Opp. Sccund,—In the new edit. of Les Bibliotheques 
Francoiſe; the poem of Anne de Graville is ſaid to be ſtill pre- 
ſerved in the royal library at Paris; and I find from a note of 
M. de la Monnoye in that edit. that he was well apprized of 
our Chaucei's having borrowed this Tale from The Thefcida. 
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So that unnethes upon his hors he ſat, oa 
He n' old avalen neither hood ne hat, 7 nd « 
Ne abiden no man for his curteſie, 31215; WW hou 


1 Th 
And 
ho | 
But! 
her! 
ly 3 


have 


But in Pilates vois he gan to crie, 
And ſwore by armes, and by blood, and bones, 
I can a noble Tale for the nones, 
With which I wol now quite the Knightes Tale, 
Our Hoſte ſaw that he was dronken of ale, 3130 
And ſayd, Abide, Robin, my leve brother, 
Som better man ſhall tell us firſt another; 
Abide, and let us werken thriftily. 
By Goddes ſoule (quod he) that wol not I, | 
For I wol ſpeke, or elles go my way. 3135 den 
Our Hoſte anſwerd, Tell on a devil way; voll 
Thou art a fool; thy wit is overcome. In hut 
Now herkeneth, quod the Miller, all and ſome; f God 
But firſt | make a proteſtatioun Pen 
That I am dronke, I know it by my ſoun, 3 [ther 
And therfore if that I miſſpeke or ſay WV ba 


= ct n' 
kn 


Wite it the ale of Southwerk I you pray; a 
For [ wol tell a legend and a lif Wt told 
Both of a carpenter and of his wif, chin 
How that a clerk hath ſet the wrightes cappe. 310 nd the 
The Reve anſwerd and ſaide, Stint thy _ r God 
zie 


Let be thy lewed dronken harlotrie. 
It is a ſinne and eke a gret folie 


nd. 
text; 


v. 3126. in Pilates voi] In ſuch a voice as Pilate was uk ans 
to ſpeak with in the myſteries. Pilate being an odious W : * 


ter was probably repreſegted as ſpeaking with a harth diſagnt 


4, 4s 
able voice, . 
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Wo apeiren any man, or him defame, 

nd cke to bringen wives in ſwiche a name; 3150 
3125 F Thou mayſt ynough of other thinges ſain, 

= This dronken Miller ſpake ful ſone again, 

$ and ſayde, Leve brother Oſewold, 

no hath no wif he is no cokewold ; 

Hut | ſay not ther fore that thou art on; 3155 
Fuer ben ſul goode wives mariy on. 

Ny art thou angry with my Tale now? 

have a wif parde as wel as thou, 

| | et n'olde I for the oxen in my plough | 
ken upon me more than ynough 3160 
demen of myſelf that Iam on; 


5 vol beleven wel that I am non. 
In huſbond ſhuld not ben inquiſitif 
ame! Goddes privite ne of his wif: 
le may finden Goddes foiſon there 3165 
3% the remenant nedeth not to enquere. 
What ſhuld I more ſay, but this Millere 
en'olde his wordes for no man forbere, 
t told his cherles Tale in his manere, 
e thinketh that I ſhal reherſe it here; 3170 
e. 314 Ind therfore every gentil wight'I pray, 
ppe; Bi” Goddes love, as dem not that I ſay 
; Wy - 3156.] After this verſe the two following are found in ſo 
py mil. that perhaps they ought to have been inſerted in 
text ; 
e was ue And ever a thouſand good ageins on badde, 
us char That knoweit thou wel but if thou he madde. 
a diligwe + 3172. 05 deme not] This phraſe has occurred before, ver. 


4, as kepe me; ver. 2319, as ſende. I once thought that 
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Of evil entent, but that I mote reherſe 

Hir Tales alle, al be they better or werſe, 

Or elles falſen ſom of my matere ; 3175 
And therfore who fo liil it not to here 

Turne over the leef, and cheſe another Tale, 

For he ſhal find ynow bothe gret and ſmale, 

Of ſtorial thing that toucheth gentilleſſe, 

And eke moralite and holineſſe. 3180 


Blameth not me if that ye cheſe amis; 


The Miller is a cherl, ye know wel this, 

So was the Re ve, (and many other mo) 

And harlotrie they tolden bothe two. 

Aviſeth you now, and put me out of blame; 31% 
And eke men ſhuld not make erneſt of game. 


THE MILLERES TALE. 


Wurtron ther was dwelling in Oxenforde 
A riche gnof, that geſtes helde to borde, 


As in theſe caſes was uſed elliptically for do ſo much as ; but then 
the following verb muſt have been in the infinitive mood, 
whereas it is often in the imperative. See ver. 5773, as taketh; 
ver. 6631, as doth; ver. 13352, as beth. I am therefore ta- 
ther inclined to underſtand it in the ſenſe of /h, according to 
its original etymology. As is an abbreviation of als, and that 
of al ſtba fic omnino. See ver. 5481, 5778, 7007. 

The Milieres Tale] Nicholas, a ſcholar of Oxford, practiſeth 
with Aliſon, the carpenter's wife of Oſney, to deceive her huſ- 


* band, but in the end is rewarded accordingly, This is one vi 


thoſe Tales that Lydgate (in his Prologue to The Story ot ths 
Liege of Thebes) ſays are of ribauldrie, 


To makin lavghtir in the cumpany, 
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And of his craft he was a carpenter. 
With him ther was dwelling a poure fcoler, 3190 
Had lerned art, but all his fantafie 
Was turned for to lerne aſtrologie, 
And coude a certain of concluſions 
To demen by interrogations, 
If that men aſked him in certain houres 3195 
Whan that men ſhulde have drought or elles ſhoures ; 
Or if men aſked him what ſhulde falle 
Ol every thing, I may not reken alle. 
This clerk was cleped Hendy Nicholas; 
Of derne love he coude and of ſolas; 3200 
And therto he was ſlie and ful prive, 
And like a maiden meke for to ſe. 
A chambre had he in that hoſtelrie 
Alone, withouten any compagnie, 
Ful fetifly ydight with herbes ſote, 3203 
And he himſelf was ſwete as is the rote 
Of licoris, or any fetewale, 
His almageſte, and bokes gret and ſmale, 
His aſtrelabre, longing for his art, 
His augrim ſtones, layen faire apart 3210 


So, reader, you know what you are to expect; read or forbear . 
as you think fitting. Urry. | 
v. 3199. Hendy Nicholas] Hendy or Hende, (as it was more 
commonly written) ſignified courteous: fo ver. 6868; 
A ſire, ye ſhuld ben bende 
And curteis, as a man of youre eftat. 
v. 3210, augrim fones] Augrim is a corruption of algorithm, 
the Arabian term for numeration. Aug im flones therefore 
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On ſhelves couched at his beddes hed, 
His preſſe ycovered with a falding red; 
And all above ther lay a gay ſautrie, 
On which he made on nightes melodie 


Men 
For y 
put ſi 
He m 


Sg ſwetely, that all the chambre rong, 3215 Pa) 
And 4 ngelus ad Virginem he ſong; As an 
And aſter that he ſong the kinges note: WA ic 
Ful often bleſſed was his mery throte, \ bar 
And thus this ſwete clerk his time ſpent Upon 
After his frendes finding and his rent. zu bit: 
This carpenter had wedded new a wif nde 
Which that he loved more than his lif: { col 
Cf eightene yere ſhe was I geſſe of age. he t. 
Jalous he was, and held hire narwe in cage, Were 
For ſhe was wild and yonge, and he was old, 32 
And demed hiniſelf belike a cokewold. ee bel 
He knew not Caton, for his wit was rude, _ 1 8 
F — s cc 
That hade a man ſhulde wedde his ſimilitude; 8 
0 is no 
were the pebbles or counters which were anciently uſcd in lemen 
meration. | pdo mo 
F. 3217. the linges note] What this note or tune was 1:28 =y 
leave. to be explained by the muſical antiquaries, 41g 3 
Vireinem, I ſuppoie. was Ave Maria, Cc. 1 uy Fla 
V+ Je2 2 07 erghtene yere] The words—1 gefe— are nat! LD... 
the ralf. MC. 4. reads ſeventene, which perhaps may be rig od wf 
Ii dent ner be pronounced as. of four ſyllables. . 1 at Sap 
would remote ul Ciliicuities, by reading Of eightenc yere! v. 3 
wornan was of ee. ono 
. 3227. H A tee n un] The calling of this author q 
5 , 5 Fol. 


ton ihews chat be was more ſtudied in Fiench than in L 
2 
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Men ſaulden wedden after bir eſtate, 
For youthe and elde is often at debate; 3230 
zut ſithen he was fallen in the ſnare 
He moſt endure (as other folk) his care. 
Fayre was this yonge wif, and therwithal 
As any weſel hire body gent and ſmal. 
A ſeint ſhe wered, barred all of ſilk, 3235 
\ barme-cloth eke as white as morwe milk 
Upon hire lendes, ful of many a gore; 

White was hire ſmok, and brouded all before 
und eke behind on hire colere aboute 
f cole-black ſilk within and eke withoute* 3240 
he tapes of hire white volupere 
Were of the ſame ſuit of hire colere ; 


325 


3240 


ee below, ver. 9251, 14946, 16165. Who he was or of what 
ge is uncertain; but his author.*, four or five hundred years 
0 ſeems to have been as great as if he had reaily-been tle 


ce, amous Cenſor of Rome. However, the maxim here alluded 
0 is not properly one of Cato's; but I find it in a kind of Sup- 

aſd in! lement to The Moral Diſlichs entitled Facetus, int. Autores 
po morales. Lugd, 15 38, cap. iii.; 

was lr Duc tibi prole parem ſponſam morcſque venuſtam. 

Ingelu Si cum pace velis vitam deducere juſtam. ; 

; rhe ſame treatiſe, or at leaſt one with the ſame beginning, 

1 + nd on the ſame ſubject, is mentioned in the Cat. . Call. Tri u. 

be ne ublin, n. 27 5, under the title of Urbanus. It is there attribu- 

K. 1 and ed to Daniel Eccleſienſis (Churche) who lived about the year 

3 180. See Bayle, Cent. ili. 17, and Fabric. Bib. Med. Al. in v. 

* = Y- 3237. many a gore] This word is uſed again in ver. 13719. 

_—— do not underſtand it in either place. 
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Hire filler brode of ſilk, and ſet full hye; 
Aud ſikerly ſhe had a likerous eye: 
Ful ſmal y pulled were hire browes two, 3245 
And they were bent, and black as any flo: 
She was wel more blisful for to ſee 
Than is the newe perienete tree, 
And ſoſter than the wolle is of a wether. 
And by hire girdel heng a purſe of lether 3250 
Taſſeled with ſilk and perled with latoun. 


Ther n'is no man ſo wiſe that coude thenche No 
So gay a popelot or ſw iche a wenche. That 
Ful brighter was the ſhining of hire hewe 32:; el w 
Than in the Tour the noble yiorged newe; While 
But of hire ſong, it was as loud and yerne A cle 
As any ſwalow ſitting on a berne. nd 
Therto ſhe coude ſkip and make a game nd { 
As any kid or cali folowing his dame. ze or d. 
FOO „and! 

V. 3247. blisfi! for to fee] The better mſſ. read —09n to fee 
— which I believe is right. See Lydg. Tray. b. iti. ch. xxil.; nd ſ 
His brother Troylus, ſo goodly en to fee Dr Iv 

ey G97 wer . Conf. Alt ant. fol. I7, b.; , 

Tuo was ſhe fouler unte Cr. on, to] fe. An 

*. 3245. the nero periencie tree] Some of the mil. read fe. 
Jonette, as if the ward were derived from the Ital. pero grove 4 
netto, rather than from the Fr. poire or pere jeuneite. In cithe * 
Caſe it ſigniſies a young pear. wow 
V. 3254. perled with iatoun] That is, I believe, ornamentel 5 
wit! latoun in the thape of pearls. It is probable that ſome vc Bey, 
elegant purſcs were embroidered with real pearls. e. 
V. 3254. So gay a opelot] This word may either be con · Wl de 


dered as a diminutive from yo, a puppet, or à A Colirup 
tion of papilict, a yourg, butterfiy, 
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Hire mouth was ſwete as braket or the meth, 
or hord of apples laid in hay or heth. 

3245 8 Winſing ſhe was as is a joly colt, 

Long as a maſt, and upright as a bolt. 

N A broche ſhe bare upon hire low colere, 3265 

s brode as is the boſle of a bokelere. 

N Hire ſnoon were laced on hire legges hie; 
320 | f She was a primerole, a piggelnie, 

For any lord to liggen in his bedde, 

or yet for any good yeman to wedde. 3270 
| Now fire, and ct fire, ſo befel! the cas, 

That on a day this Hendy Nicholas 

el with this yonge wif to rage and pleye, 
While that hire huſbond was at Oſeney, 
A clerkes ben ful ſubtil and ful queint, 3275 
nd priyely he caught hire by the queint, 
nd ſayde, Y wis but if | have my will 
For derne love of thee, lemman, I ſpill ; 
nd helde hire faſte by the hanche bones, 
und ſayde, Lemman, love me wel at ones, 3280 
or wol dien, al ſo God me ſave. 
And ſhe ſprong as a colt doth in the trave; 


32608 
on to ſee 
xxXIl.; 


read -. 
0 giotu- 


In cit if F. 3268, a primerole] Old Fr. for a primroſe. It is uſed by 


2ower, Conf. Amant. fol. 148. — 4 piggefnic. The Romans uſed 
culus as a term of endearment, and perhaps piggeſnie, in vul- 
gar language, only means ocel/us, the eyesoſ that animal being 
gp <markably ſmall. The word occurs again in The Remedie of 
| = * ver. 257, though I do not believe that to be a work of 
haucer. 
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x60 


And with hire hed ſhe writhed faſte away, 
And ſayde, I wol not kiſſe thee by my fay. 
Why, let be, (quod ſhe) let be, Nicholas, 315 
Or [ wol crie out Harow and Alas! 
Do way your hondes for your curteſie. 
This Nicholas gan mercy for to crie, 
And ſpake ſo faire, and profered him fo faſt, 
That ſhe hire love him granted at the laſt, 32) 
And [wore hire oth by Seint Thomas of Kent, 
That ſhe wold ben at his commandement 
Whan that ſhe may hire leiſer wel eſpie. 
Myn huſbond is ſo ful of jalouſie 
That but ye waiten wel and be prive 329; 
I wot right wel I n'am but ded, quod ſhe : 
Ye moſten be ful derne as in this cas. 
Nay, therof care you not, quod Nicholas: 

A clerk hath litherly beſet his while 
But if he coude a carpenter begile. 3300 
And thus they were accorded and yſworne 
To waite a time, as | have ſaid beforne. 

. 3256. Harow) It would much exceed the limits of the? 
Notes to recite the ſeveral opinions concerning the originals 


this word. Ihe curious reader may conſult Du Cange, iu v. an 
Hickes, Gr, Fr, Theot. p. 96. 1 rather believe it to have beu 


n 


of. 


2 


deriveꝗ rom har, altus, and of, clamor, two lilandick wort 5 


which were probably once common to all the Scandinavia 
nations. See Gudmund. Andr. Lex. Iſland. by Reſenius. Ham 
1683. In ſupport of this opinion it may be obſerved that tit 
very word hee or harop, was uſed by ſome of the inhabitait 
of the Low-countries in the ſame ſenſe in which Harou way 
the Noru;zans. Du Cange, in v. Haroep. 
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nan Nicholas had don thus every del, 
ad thacked hire about the lendes wel, 
e kiſſed hire ſwete, and taketh his ſautrie, 3305 
nd plaieth faſt, and maketh melodie. 

Than fell it thus, that to the pariſh cherche 

Of Criſtes owen werkes ſor to werche) 

his good wif went upon a holy day; 

ire forehed ſhone as bright as any day, 3319 
o was it waſhen whan ſhe lete hire werk. 

Now was ther ef that chirche a pariſh clerk 

he which that was ycleped Abſolon. 

rulle was his here, and as the gold it ſhon, 

nd ſtrouted as a fanne large and brode ; 3315 
ul ſtreight and even lay his joly ſhode : 

is rode was red, his eyen grey as goos, 

ith Poules windowes corven on his thoos : 

n hoſen red he went ful fetilly : 

[clad he was ful ſmal and proprely 3320 
Ill in a kirtel of a light wagct ; 

ul faire and thicke ben the pointes ſet ; 


a 


3M 
t, 


323508 


33⁰⁰ 


ts of the? 
original d 
ia v. and 
have deu 
*k wort, 8 
ndinavia 
jut. Hat 
d that tit 
mabitand 
0u Wal 


v. 3398. Of Criftes] Of is added from conjecture only. 

V. 2315. With Poules <indotoe;)] Perhaps this racans that his 
boes were cut in ſquares, like paues of glaſs. Bavle mentions 
neſtrutos calceos as making part of the habit of the Franciſ- 
ans. Cent. iv. 27 aid 91. They alſo occur in the Ciſtercian 
tutes dn. 1529, and the monks are forbidden to wear them. 
yy Canze, in v. Calcei Fengtrati. 

. 2321. of alight wage} Or waricher, Skinner explains 
atcher to mean a colour a whitith blue ; but in this place 18 
ems ratuer to mean ſome kind of cloth, denominated per» 
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And therupon he had a gay ſurpliſe, 
As white as is the bloſme upon the riſe, 

A mery child he was, ſo God me ſave; 4317 
Wel coud he leten blod, and clippe and ſhave, 
And make a chartre of lond and a quitance : 

In twenty manere coud he trip and dance, 

(After the ſcole of Oxenforde tho) 

And with his legges caſten to and fro; 332 
And playen ſonges on a ſmal ribible; 
Therto he ſong ſomtime a loud quinible : 
And as wel coud he play on a giterne: 

In all the toun n' as brewhous ne taverne 4 
That he ne viſited with his ſolas, 338 
Ther as that any gaillard tapflere was; : 
But ſoth to ſay he was ſomdel ſquaimous 
Of farting, and of ſpeche dangerous. 

This Abſolon, that joly was and gay, | 
Goth with a cenſer on the holy day, 3340088 
haps from the town of Watchet in Somerſetſhire. Inſtead d 


light ſome ml. read in, and mf. A.wbit. This laſt epithet woult e ſing 
be quite inconſiſtent with Skinner's explanation. OW. « 
F. 3329. the ſecle of Oxenforde) The ſchool of Oxford (cen , 
to have been in much the ſame eftimation for its dancing # pray 
that of Stratford for its French: ſee before, ver. 125. Oxenfirs 
is a quadriſyllable ; Oxnaforda, Sax. . 33 
F. 3336. tapftere] A female keeper of a tap or tavern. d a8. 1 
n. on ver. 2019, and the Prol. to the Continuation of the C. me of 
ed. Urr. p. 594. es, 
V. 3337. Huaimous] Squeamiſh; but I know not how !! V+ 330 
make that ſenſe agree with what follows. Robert of Bruni — 
[in his tranſlation o Manuel des Pechces, mf. Bod. 2075, fl. pe. 


46,] writes this word e/quaimous, which is nearer to its orig 
nal, exquamiare, a corruption of excambiare. 
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enſing the wives of the pariſh faſte, 

Wand many a lovely loke he on hem caſte, 

* nd namely on this carpenteres wif; 

Fro loke on hire him thought a mery lif: 

Whe was ſo propre, and ſwete, and likerous, 3345 
dare wel ſain if ſhe had ben a mous | 

. \nd he a cat he wolde hire hente anon. 

his pariſh clerk, this joly Abſolon, 

aach in his herte ſwiche a love longing, 

That of no wif toke he non offering ; 3350 
For curteſie, he ſayd, he n'olde non. 

The moone at night ful clere and brighte ſhon, 

nd Abſolon his giterne hath ytake, 

or paramours he thoughte for to wake ; 

nd forth he goth jolif and amorous, 3355 
il he came to the carpenteres hous, 

Alitel after the cockes had yerow, 


335 


3330 


33:8 


3340 


nd dreſſed him up by a ſhot window 
nftcad a hat was upon the carpenteres wal. 
1et woul le ſingeth in his vois gentil and ſmal, 3360 


| low, dere Lady—if thy wille be, 
pray you that ye wol rewe on me; 


ord (cer 
ancing # 
Jxenfors: 
v. 3358. a hat window] That is, I ſuppoſe, a window that 
. ut. It might perhaps be better to write this word (with 
ae of the mil.) het or /perte, as Chaucer does in other 
cces, ver. 16605, 16610, MY. A. reads h, and HA. hort. 
V. 3361, z.] Theſe two lines, containing Abſolon's fong,were 
Weant, lapprehend, to be broken into four ſhort verſes, which 
ll rhyme together very harmoniouſly if the accent be laid 
Yon the laſt of lady, as it often is in ſuch compoſitions, 
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Ful wel accordant to his giterning. . 
This carpenter awoke, and herd him fing, 
And ſpake unto his wif, and ſaid anon, 330 
What, Aliſon! heres thou not Abſolon, 
That chanteth thus under our boures wal ? 
And ſhe anſwerd hire huſbond therwithal, blen ſ. 
Yes, God wot, John, I here him every del. 39 F aket 
This paſſeth forth; what wol ye bet than wel! er th: 
Fro day to day this joly Abſolon Wccaul 
go loveth hire that him is wo- gon: biene 
He waketh all the night, and all the day Nov 
He kembeth his lockes brode, aud made him gay; Mor Al 


e ne 
W od ti 
nd a 
il (ot 


| hat 4 


He woeth hire by menes and brocage, 13888 And 
And {wore he wolde ben hire owen page : 11s c: 
He ſingeth brokking as a nightingale ; Nad F 
He ſent her pinnes, methe, and ſpiced ale, core 
And wafres piping hot out of the glede; hate 
And for ſhe was of toun he profered mede; 33 his ſe 
For ſom folk wol be wonnen for richeſſe, ad if 
And ſom for ſtrokes, and ſom with gentilleſſe. e ſho 


or thi 
Ind ri; 
his N 


Somtime to ſhew his lightneſſe and niaiſtrie 
He plaieth Herode on a ſkaſſold hie. 
But what availeth him as in this cas ? 33 
So loveth ſhe this Hendy Nicholas, 


V. 3382. And ſom for t roles] In the margin of mf, C. 1 
the following note, Ovid, Idibus agreftis,” Fc. 


N. 3384. He plaieth Herode) Thijs is much in character. Tix 3+. JJ 
parith-clerks had always a principal ſharc in the repre/cntal uy On. f. 
of myſteries. Sce the Pref, to Dudfley's Old Plays, p. 13. | - 

n 
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1 hat Abſolon may blow the buckes horne ; 
Wc nc had for his labour but a ſcorne : 
zd thus ſhe maketh Abſolon hire ape, 
ad all his erneſt tourneth to a jape. 3390 
Wu! (oth is this proverbe, it is no lie; 
en ſay right thus alway, The neighe ſlie 
laketh oft time the fer leef to be lothe : 
wel! er though that Abſolon be wood or wrothe, 
Wccauſe that he fer was from hire ſight, 3395 
WF bis neighe Nicholas ſtood in his light. 
Nou bere thee wel, thou Hendy Nicholas, 
a gay; or Abſolon may waile and ſing alas. 
And ſo befell that on a Saturday 
his carpenter was gon to Oſenay, 3400 
ad Hendy Nicholas and Aliſon 
ccorded ben to this concluſion, 
WF hat Nicholas ſhal ſhapen him a wile 
his ſely jalous huſbond to begile ; 
Yd if ſo were the game went aright 3405 
e ſhuld ſlepe in his armes alle night, 
Wor this was hire defire and his alſo. 
Ind right anon, withouten wordes mo, 
His Nicholas no lenger wolde tarie, 
ut doth ful ſoft unto his chambre carie 3410 
th mete and drinke for a day or twey. 
And to hire huſbond bad hire for to ſey, 


. 3392. the neighe fie] Gower has this proverb, Conf, Am. 
cſentata u. f. 58 ; 

An ole ſawe is, who that is /vgb 

In place wher he may be ny, 

Ke maketh the ferre lf lan. 
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If that he axed after Nicholas, 
She ſhulde ſay ſhe n'iſte not wher he was; 
Of all the day ſhe ſaw him not with eye; 3415 
She trowed he was in ſom maladie, 
For for no cric hire maiden cond him calle 
He n'olde anſwer for nothing that might falle, 
Thus paſſeth forth all thilke Saturday, 
That Nicholas {till in his chambre lay, 3429 
And ete, and ſlept, and dide what him liſt, 
Til Sonday that the ſonne goth to reſt. 
This ſely carpenter hath gret mervaile 
Of Nicholas, or what thing might him aile, 
And ſaid, I am adrad by Seint 'Thomas 3425 
It ſtondeth not aright with Nicholas; 
God ſhilde that he died ſodenly; 
This world is now ful tikel ſixerly: 
I ſaw to-day a corps yborne to cherche 
That now on Monday laſt I ſaw him werche. 3439 
Go up (quod he unto his knave) anon, 
Clepe at his dore, or knocke with a ſton; 
Loke how it is, and tell me boldely. 
This knave goth him up ful ſturdely, 
And at the chambre dore while that he ſtood 3435 
He cried and knocked as that he were wood; 
What? how ? what do ye, Maiſter Nicholay ? 
How may ye ſlepen all the longe day ? 
But all for nought, he herde not a word. 
An hole he fond ful low upon the bord, 3440 


Ther 2 
And at 
And al 

Thi 
As he 

Ade 
In wh: 

Thi 
And ft: 
A mat 
This n 
In ſom 
] thou! 
Men { 
Ya, bl; 
That u 
89 terd 
He wa 

*. 34 
French 
tained [ 
bender. 
Klute, 
(is ofte 
10292, 
the fam 
10742. 


voke $t 


ory at C 
v. 34 
the far 
but our 
N. 36. 
© Milent 


3413 


3429 


3475 


3439 


3435 


3440 


THE MILLERES TALE. 167 


her as the cat was wont in for to crepe, 
And at that hole he loked in ful depe, 
And at the laſt he had of him a fight. 
This Nicholas fat ever gaping upright, 
As he had kyked on the newe mone. 3445 
Adoun he goth, and telleth his maifter ſone 
In what array he ſaw this ilke man. 
This carpenter to bliſſen him began, 
And ſaid, Now helpe us Seinte Frideſwide! 
A man wote litel what ſhal him betide. 3450 
This man is fallen with his aſtronomie 
In ſom woodneſſe or in ſom agonie. 
thought ay wel how that it ſaulde be; 
Men ſhulde not knowe of Goddes privetee. 
Ya, bleſſed be alway a lewed man, 3455 
That nought but only his beleve can. 
$9 terd another clerk with aſtronomie; 
He walked in the feldes for to prie 

I. 2449. Scinte Fridefqvids] Sæint is one of the very few 
French adjectives which, aſter their naturalization here, re- 
tained ſor a conſiderable time, I apprehend, a diſtinction of 
gender. See the K, Cc. p. 124.---Chaucer always writes it 
Cine, when he uſes it in the feminine gender, and the final 
is often to be pronounced, as in this place. See ver. 7186, 
10292, Seinte Marie----- ver. 7406, 7701, Sernte Charitee, Of 
the ſame form are excellente, ver. 10459, and peregrine, ver. 
19742, There is great propriety in making the carpenter in- 
voke St. Frideſwide, who was patronets of a conſiderable pri- 
ory at Oxford, and in high eitimation there, 

V. 3457. another clerk} He alludes to à ſtory which is told of 
the famous Thales by Plato in his Thee terus, p. 127, ed. Fic. 
but our Author probably read it in the Cento Novelle Antiche, 
N. 36. It is there entitled “ D'uno Strologo ch ebbe nome 


© Milenfius, che fu ripreſo da una donna.“ g 
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Upon the ſterres, what ther ſhuld befalle, 
Jil he was in a marlepit yfalle. 3466 
He ſaw not that. But yet by Seint Thomas 
Me reweth fore of Hendy Nicholas: 

He ſhal be rated of his fludying, 

If that I may, by Jeſus, heven king. 


Get me a ſtaf, that I may underſpore Tm 
While that thou, Robin, heveſt of the dore : Gan 
He ſhal out of his ſtudying as I geſſe. Spal 
And to the chambre dore he gan him dreſſe. 1 
His knave was a ſtrong carl ſor the nones, capat 
And by the haſpe he haf it of at ones: ch 

ul 

Into the flore the dore fell anon. 705 
This Nicholas ſat ay as ſtille as ſton, 3483 

. . lett it 

And ever he gaped upward into the cire. bea 

This carpenter wend he were in deſpeire, F 
And hent him by the ſnulders mightily, 2418 
And ſhoke him hard, and cried fpitouſly; : 
What, Nicholas? what, how man ? loke adoun; _ 
Awake, and thinke on Criſtes paſſioun. * 
I cronche thee from elves and from wightes. nd of 
Therwith the nightſpel ſaid he anon rightes 3. = g 

F. 3479. Wightes) Witches; in the Teutonick toite - c o be a 
dut whether, they were ſa called from their wiſdom ot Gera 
their being ſuppoſed to be clothed in white is not clear. 4" ron, 
dow, in that language, is called a wwit-vrouwe, from the F 
ter circumftance. Kilian in v. See Key/ler*s Diſſertation d - 
lieribus Fatidicis, in which, with a great deal of learning 4 
probability, he has traced the popular notions of witches. 0 
witchcraft in the northern parts of Europe from a very® Py 

68 


period. The faculty of floting upon the water, ſo as ut 
I 


U 
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On foure halves of the hous aboute 
And on the threſwold of the dore withoute ; 
Jeſu Criſt and Seint Benedight 
Blifſe this hous from every wicked wight, 
Fro the nightes mare, the wite Pater-noſter! 3485 
Wher woneſt thou Seint Peters ſuſter ? 
And at the laſt this Hendy Nicholas 
Gan for to ſiken fore, and ſaid, Alas! 
Shal all the world be loſt eftſones now ? 
This carpenter anſwered, What ſaieſt thou? 3490 


3461 


capable of being dtowned, is aſcribed by Pliny to a race of male- 
witches in Pontus. Nat. Hift. l. vii. e. 2, Non poſſe mergi, ne 
« quidem veſtibus degravatos.“ 

v. 3480. the nightſpel] The charm which follows, ver. 
2433—6, is ſo lamely repreſented in all the mſſ. that I have 
lett it as I found it in the common editions. It might perhaps 
bea little improved by reading it thus; 

Jeſu Criſt and Seint Benedight 

Bliſſe this hous from every wight, 

Fro the nightes mare, Pater-noſter! 

Wher woneſt thou Seint Peters ſufler ? 
n ver. 2 wicked may be left out upon the authority of mt. A. 
nd others. It is certainly an unneceſſary epithet. Ver. 3. 
ater-nofter was often repeated in the middle as well as at the 
nd of charms, Ver. 4, inſtead of wwoneft fome copies read 
bende. I do not underſtand how the nightmare came to be 


34) 


Rn 


es lied to St. Peter. To ſay the truth I ſuſpect this charm 
ite - rum o be an interpolation. We have a nightſpel of another form 
dom ot Ger vaſ. Tilber. Otia Imper. I. iii. c. 93. See alſo The Deca- 


eron, d. vii. n. 1; 


Fantaſima, Fantaſima, 

Che di notte vai, 

A coda ritta ei veniſti, 

A coda ritta te n'andrai, Cc. 


oncerning the nightmare ſee Key/er, Autig. Septent. p. 497, 
Vilane 11, 


clear. 4 
from the! 
tation de 
\ learning 
witches 
| a very e 
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What ? thinke on God, as we do, men that ſwink:, 
This Nicholas anſwered, Fetch me a drinke; 

and after wol 1 ſpeke in privetee 

Of certain thing that toucheth thee and me: 

1 wol tell it non other man certain. 34; 
'This carpenter goth doun and cometh again, 

Aud brought of mighty ale a large quart; 

And whan that eche of hem had dronken his part, 

This Nicholas his dore faſte ſhette, 

And doun the carpenter by him he ſette, 350? 

Aud aide, John, min hoſte leſe and dere, 

Thou ſhalt upofythy trouthe ſwere me here 

hat to no wight thou ſhalt my conſeil wrey, 

For it is Criites conſe] that I ſay, 

And if thou tell it man thou art forlore; 350 

For this vengeance thou ſhalt have therſore, | 

That if thou wreye me thou ſhalt be wood. 
Nay, Criſt forbede it ſor his holy blood, 

Quod tho this ſely man: | am no labbe, | 

Ne though | ſay it I n'am not lefe to gabbe. 53:18 

Say what thou wolt, | ihal it never telle 

o child ne wif, by him that harwed helle. 
. 3509. nolabbc] No Lab; laben, Holl. Ala en, Belg. 6 

era, Kian. N 


. 2512. H d ! 1] Horri:d, Sax. harraſſed, ſubd 


Cur anceſtors were very fond of a Rory of Chritt's cxp!c'+ 8 d in th 


his d:fcenſis ad inferos, which they called The Harrou''i'y y of c 

Felle. They took it, with ſeveral others of the ſame ſtamp, f 

the goipel ol Nicodemus. Fabry. Cod. Atoc. N. T. Iherc bY 3 C0 

this tubicct ! E 1 pap 

poem upon this tubject in wr. Bod. 1007 3 | Aſo 5 
Hou Teſu Crit here's ile 1 "is 

* 332C 


Of harge peties ich vs le tel. 
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nk, Now, John, (quod Nicholas) I wol not he, 

W have yſounde in min aſtrologie, 

\s | have loked in the moone bright, 3515 

What now on Monday next, at quarter night, | 
340; hal {all a rain, and that ſo wild and wood, | 

n, hat half ſo gret was never Noes flood: 

his world (be ſaid) in leſſe than in an houre 

zal all be dreint, ſo hidous is the ſhoure : 3520 

hus ſhal mankinde drenche and leſe hir lit. 

This carpenter anſwerd, Alas my wif! 

And ſhal ſhe drenche ? alas min Aliſoun! 

or ſorwe of this he fell almoſt adoun, - 

And ſaid, Is ther no remedy in this cas? 3525 | 

Why yes, for God, quod Hendy Nicholas; - j 

thou wolt werken after lore and rede, nl 

hou maiſt not werken after thin owen hede; | 

or thus ſaith Salomon, that was ful trewe, 

erke all by conſeil, and thou ſhalt not rewe. 3539 

Ind if thou werken wolt by good conſeil 

zin undertake, withouten maſt or ſeyl, 

Met ſhal l ſaven hire, and thee and me. 

Waſt thou not herd how ſaved was Noe, 

„ Bol. han that our Lord had warned him beforne, 3535 

Wat al the world with water ſhuld be lorne ? 


part, 
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8 ſubanel 1 
7 eas the Cheſter Whitſun-Playes, mf. . 2013, the com- 
round y of cookes, which was to exhibit the 17th pageant, or the 
amy, en | cenſus ad inferna, is thus addreſſed ; 
THIOL You cookes with your carriage ſee that you doe wells 
N In pagente ſett out the harrowinge of he 
A alſo F. P. paſſ. xix. f. 101-— 3, 


3526, for God] Pour Dieu, Er. Pij 


— —— . 
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Yes, (quod this carpenter) ful yore ago. i 
Haſt thou not herd (quod Nicholas) allo ' Ae 
. * 
The ſorwe of Noe with his ſelaw ſhip, By: 
Or that he mighte get his wif to ſhip? 3:40 . 
Him had be lever, I dare wel undertake, = An 
At thilke time, than all his wethers blake, 1 
Ae For 
N. 35 39. The /ſorxve of Noe] It will be in vain, I apprehend, In 
to look for this anecdote in Gens, even in Dr. Kennicot's cdi- Wt n 
tion. Nicholas probably quoted it from The Myſteries, with AAnd 
which the carpenter was better acquainted. 'Fhe diſpute be WB ut 
tween Noah and his wite upon this occafion makes a contider- = 
able part of the 3d pageant of The Cheſter Whitſun- Playa Wl ne 
above-mentioned. MC. Harl. 2013. The following lincs wil Abo 
thew.the grounds of her refuſal to embark ; Put! 
Noe. Wife, come in, why flandes thou there? >- 
Tnuu art ever froward, that dare 1 ſwere. x ce 
Come in on Goddes halfe; tyme it were; I xc: 
For fear left that wee arowne. 4 2 
Nie. Yea, Sir, ſet up your ſaile, wol 
And rowe forth with evil baile, ; 
For withooten anie faile mite 
_ 1] wil not oute of this toune ; f oh 
But I have my goTepes everich one; 2 
One foote further 1 will not gone; | hy v 
They ſhal not drown by St. John, . 
And I may ſave ther life. o 10 
They loved me full well by Chrift : | But 


But thou will let them into thie chil, 

Ellis ruwe forth, Noc, when thou lin, 

And get thee a newe wife. 
At laſt Sem, with the aſſiſtance of his brethren, fetches her u 
board by force, and upon Noah's welcoming her the gives lin 
a box on the ear. Theſe Playes are ſaid (perhaps truly/t 
have been frft written in 1328, but the Harleian mf. re: 
ſents them as they were to be exhibited in 1600. There 1 
better copy of the ſame Play es in the Bodl. Lib. E. N. IN 
tranſcribed by one William Bedford 1604; but even in that" 
fee but ſmall remains of the original diction and orthograp) 


3540 
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That ſhe had had a ſhip hire ſelf alone; 


And therfore woſt thou what is beſt to done ? 


This axeth haſt, and of an haſtif thing 
Men may not preche and maken tarying. 


Anon go get us faſt into this in 


8 A kneding trough or elles a kemelyn 


wehend, 
-Ot's edi 
es, will 
pute bes 
contidere 
jn-Playrs 
lines wit 


ches herd 
ie gives li 
aps truly) u 
n mi. rept: 


„ There 
» F. N. 115 9 


en in thats 


rthograp'h 


* 
a > 1 4 


W For eche of us; but loke that they ben large, 
In which we mowen ſwimme as in a barge; 


And have therin vitaille ſuſhſant 


Hut for a day; fie on the remenant ; 


'he water ſhall aſlake and gon away 
Abouten prime upon the nexte day. 

But Robin may not wete of this, thy knave, 
e eke thy mayden Gille I may not ſave : 


re not why; for though thou axe me 


wol not tellen Goddes privetee. 

uſhceth thee, but if thy wittes madde, 

o have as gret a grace as Noe hadde. 

hy wif ſhal I wel ſaven out of doute. 

70 now thy way, and ſpede thee hereaboute. 


3545 


35350 


3585 


3560 


But whan thou haſt for hire, and thee, and me, 


geten us theſe kneding tubbes thre, 


han ſhalt thou hang hem in the roofe ful hie, 3565 


hat no man of our purveyance eſpie: 

d han thou haſt don thus as I have ſaid, 
nd haſt our vitaille ſaire in hem ylaid, 

d eke an axe to ſmite the cord a- two 


han that the water cometh, that we may go 35750 
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And breke an hole on high upon the gable 

Unto the gardin ward, over the ſtable, 

That we may frely paſſen forth our way, 

Whan that the grete ſhoure is gon away, 

Than ſhal thou ſwim as mery, | undertake, 257; 
As doth the white doke after hire drake; 

Than wol | clepe, How, Aliſon! how, John! 

Be mery, for the flood wol paſſe anon. 

And thou wolt ſain, Haile! Maiſter Nicholay, 
Good morwe! I ſee thee wel, for it is day. 3580 
And than ſhall we be lordes all our lif 

Of all the world, as Noe and his wif. 

But of o thing I warne thee ful right, 

Be wel aviſed on that ilke night, 

That we ben entred into ſnippes bord, 3585 
That non of us ne ſpeke not o word, 

Ne clepe ne crie, but be in his praiere, 

For it is Goddes owen heſte dere. 

Thy wif and thou moſte hangen fer a-twinne, 
For that betwixen you ſhal be no ſinne, 3:90 
No more in loking than ther ſhal in dede. 

This ordinance is ſaid; go, God thee ſpede. 

To morwe at night, whan men ben all aſlepe, 

Into our kneding tubbes wol we crepe, 

And ſitten ther, abiding Goddes grace, 3595 
Go now thy way, I have no lenger ſpace 

To make of this, no lenger ſermoning : 


Men ſain thus, Send the wiſe, and ſay nothing ; 


575 


580 


3590 


3595 
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Thou art ſo wiſe it nedeth thee nought teche. 
Go, ſave our lives, and that I thee beſeche, 
This ſely carpenter goth forth his way, 

Tal oft he ſaid Alas! and Wala wa! 

And to his wif he told his privetee, 

And ſhe was ware, and knew it bet than he 

What all this queinte caſt was for to ſey; 

but natheles ſhe ferde as ſhe wold dey, 

And ſaid, Alas! go forth thy way anon; 

Helpe us to ſcape, or we be ded eche on: 

am thy trewe veray wedded wif; 

Go, dere ſpouſe! and helpe to ſave our lif. 
Lo, what a gret thing is affeRion! 

Men may die of imagination, 

So depe may impreſſion be take. 

This ſely carpenter beginneth quake; 

Him thinketh veraily that he may ſee 

Noes flood comen walwing as the ſee 

To drenchen Aliſon, his honey dere: 

He wepeth, waileth, maketh ſory chere; 

He ſiketh, with ful many a ſory ſwough. 

He goth and geteth him akneding trough, 

And after a tubbe and a kemelin, 

And prively he ſent hem to his in, 

And heng hem in the roof in privetee. 

His owen hond than made he ladders three, 


175 


3600 


3605 


3610 


3615 


3626 


V. 3624. His oben bond] With his own hand. 80 Gower, 


Conf. Amant. fol. 76, b.; 


The crafte Mynerve of wolle fonde, 
And made cloth ber owen honde. 
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To climben by the renges and the ſtalkes 
Unto the tubbes honging in the balkes; 
And hem vitailled, kemelin, trough, and tubbe, 
With bred and cheſe, and good ale in a jubbe, 
Sufficing right ynow as for a day. 

But er that he had made all this array 3630 
He ſent his knave, and cke his wenche alſo, 
Upon his nede to London for to go. 
And on the Monday, whan it drew to night, 
He ſhette his dore, withouten candel light, 
And dreſſed all thing as it ſhulde bee; 3635 
And ſhortly up they clomben alle three, 
They ſitten ſtille wel a furlong way. 
Now, Pater-naſter, Clum, ſaid Nicholay, 
And Clum, quod John, and Clum, ſaid Aliſon : 


$625 


This carpenter ſaid his devotion, . 3608 


And ſtill he fit, and biddeth his praiere, 
Awaiting on the rain, it he it here. 
The dede ſlepe, for wery beſineſſe, 
Fell on this carpenter, right as I geſle, 
Abouten curfew time, or litel more, 364 
For travaille of his goſt he groneth ſore, 
And eſt he routeth, {or his hed miſlay. 
Doun of the ladder ſtalketh Nicholay, 


Sec alſo fol. 113, a.; 
Thyng which he ſayd bis tune mouth, 
v. 3625. the allet] The ſteps, Ci. Urr. but I rats 
lieve the renges to mean the ſteps, and the Halles the ut 


pieces of a ladder. 


V. 2538. Cum] From the Sax. cunian, muſiture, mit 
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5 And Aliſon ful ſoft adoun hire ſpedde. 

2 Withouten wordes mo they went to bedde, 
rher as the carpenter was wont to lie; 
WTher was the revel and the melodie. 

and thus lith Aliſon and Nicholas 

Wn beſineſſe of mirthe and in ſolas, 

Til that the bell of /audes gan to ring, 36 
And freres in the chancel gon to ſing. | 


This pariſh clerk, this amorous Abſolon, 


BT hat is for love alway ſo wo-begon, 
pon the Monday was at Oſcnay 
Vith compagnie, him to diſport and play, 3660 

nd aſked upon cas a cloiſterer 
Fu! prively after John the carpenter; 
nd he drew him apart out of the chirche, 

Ne ſaid, | no't, I ſaw him not here wirche 
ch Saturday; I trow that he be went 3665 


or timbre ther our abbot hath him ſent; 


r he is wont for timbre for to go, 
Ind dwellen at the Grange a day or two; 


elles he is at his hous certain: 


[her that he be I cannot ſothly ſain. 3670 


This Abſolon ful joly was and light, 
id thoughte, now is time to wake al night, 


r ſikerly | ſaw him nat ſtiring 
out his dore fin day began to ſpring. 


mote | thrive 1 ſhal at cockes crow 3675 
prively go knocke at his window, 


178 THE MILLERES TALE, 


That ſtant ful low upon his boures wall: 
To Aliſon wol I now tellen all 

My love longing; for yet I ſhal not miſſe 
That at the leſte way I ſhal hire kiſſe. 

| Some maner comfort ſhal I have parfay, 
My mouth hath itched al this longe day; 


6% 


C3 


1 | © 
|] | That is a ſigne of kiſſing at the leſte: ; * 
"ny All night me mette eke | was at a feſte ; ove 


Therfore I wol go ſlepe an houre or twey, 36% 

And all the night than wol I wake and pley. 
Whan that the firſte cock hath crowe anon 

Up riſt this joly lover Abſolon, 

| And him arayeth gay, at point deviſe; 

U But firſt he che weth grein and licoriſe, k 

| | To ſmellen ſote or he had ſpoke with here. 

1 Under his tonge a trewe love he bere, 

4 For therby wend he to ben gracious. 

He cometh to the carpenteres hous, 

And ſtill he ſtant under the ſhot window; 


Unto his breſt it raught, it was ſo low; 
And ſoft he cougheth with a ſemiſoun. 

What do ye, honycombe, ſwete Aliſoun, 3503 
My faire bird, my ſwete ſinamome! wad, 
Awaketh, lemman min, and ſpeketh to me. 3 | Fg 
Ful litel thinken ye upon my wo, 3799. 

ke of t 


That for your love I ſwete ther as I go. 


V. 3692. a trewe love] What kind of thing this was vl 
borne under the tongue I do not underſtand. 
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o wonder is though that I ſwelte and ſwete, 
mourne as doth a lamb after the tete. 

wis, lemman, I have ſwiche love longing 3705 
hat like a turtel trewe is my mourning, 

may not ete no more than a maid. 

Go fro the window, jacke fool, ſhe ſaid : 

s helpe me God it wol not be, compame. 

ore another, or elles | were to blame, 3710 
el bet than thee by Jeſu, Abſolon. 

forth thy way, or I wol caſt a (ton; 


000 


LES) 


n id let me ſlepe; a twenty divel way. 
Alas! (quod Abſolon) and wala wa! 
at trewe love was ever ſo yvel beſette: 3715 
3 ban kiſſe me, ſin that it may be no bette, 
| Wr ]cſus love, and for the love of me. 
Vilt thou than go thy way therwith? quod ſhe. 
certes, lemman, quod this Abſolon. 
an make thee redy, (quod ſhe) come anon. 3720 
This Abſolon doun ſet him on his knees, 
aide, I am a lord at all degrees: 
n, 3703. 1 fevelte and tete] Sweltan, Sax. ſignifies to die. 
cer ules frve't? to ſignify the effect of a great oppreſſion 
1 Irits. Sec ver. 1358, 9650, R. R. 2480. Hence our word 
NC. vl belt to exprels a ſuifocating heat. 
3799. it al nat be, compume] So mi. C. 1. It is put for 
Ke of the rhyme) inſtead of the Fr. compaine, C97 f.ig191s 
ic friend in the ſame ſenſe. In mf. C. it is written c- 
this was d in torae of the beſt mi, com bame. The editions cad 


Uncle me God and ſweet Saint Fame 
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For aſter this I hope ther cometh more; 
I.emman, thy grace, and, ſwete bird! thyn ore, 
The window ſhe undoth, and that in haſte. 3925 
Have don, (quod ſhe) come of, and ſpede thee ſaſte, 
Leſt that our neigheboures thee eſpie. 
This Abſolon gan wipe his mouth ful drie. 
Derke was the night as pitch or as the cole, 
And at the window ſhe put out hire hole, 3730 
And Abſolon him felle ne bet ne wers, 
Put with his mouth he kiſt hire naked ers 
Ful ſavorly, er he was ware of this. 
Abak he ſterte, and thought it was amis, 
For wel he wiſt a woman hath no berd. 3735 
He felt a thing all rowe, and long yherd, 
And ſaide, Fy, alas! what have I do? 
Te he, quod ſhe, and clapt the window to; 
And Abſolon goth forth a ſory pas. 
A berd, a berd | ſaid Hendy Nicholas; 3740 
By Goddes corpus this goth faire and wel. 
This ſely Abſolon herd every del, 
And on his lippe he gan for anger bite, 
And to himſelf he ſaid I ſhal thee quite. 


v. 3724. un ore] The editt. have made it thy nore. But 
ore is the right word; it lignifies grace, favour, protection. det 
R. G. p. 381, mylce and ore, mercy and grace p. 475, 
was ore ich am ido, In whoſe protection I am put. And Li bear 
diſconus, mf. Cotton, Cal. A. ii. fol. 49, b.; 

Syr Ly beavs tharitede fore, 

And ſcyde, Maugys thyn ore 
To drinke lette me go. 
Where ne orc mutt be underftood to mean with thy favcut, 
& in this paſſage of Chaucer, 


3130 


3735 


3740 


ore. But 
tion, See 
» 475,51 
1 Li beaut 


y favcu, 
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M ho rubbeth now, who froteth now his lippes 3745 
With duſt, with fond, with ſtraw, with cloth, with 
But Abfolon ? that ſaith full oft Alas! [(chippes, 
My ſoule betake I unto Sathana 

Put me were lever than all this toun (quod he) 

Of this deſpit awroken for to be. 3730 
Alas! alas! that I ne had yblent. 

His hore love is cold and all yqueint ; 

For fro that time that he had kiſt hire ers 

Ol paramours ne raught he not a kers, 

For he was helcd of his maladie; 375: 


i 
— 1 


Ful often paramours he gan deſie, 
And wepe as doth a child that is ybete. 
A ſoſte pas he went him over the ſtrete 
Vutil a ſmith, men callen Dan Gerveis, 
That in his forge ſmithed plow-harneis; 5760 
He ſnarpeth ſhare and cultre beſily. 
Ihis Abſolon knocketh all eſily, 
And ſaid, Undo, Gerveis, and that anon. 
What, who art theu ? It am I Abſolon. 
What, Abſolon? what, Criſtes ſwete tre, 3765 
Vhy riſe ye ſo rath? ey benedicite / 
What eileth you? ſome gay girle, God it wote, 
Hath brought you thus upon the viretote: 
By Scint Neote ye wete wel what mene. 
This Abſolon ne raughte not a bene 3770 
v. 3799, the cuiretete] This is the reading of the beſt mil. 
he explanation of the wort 1 leave to the reader's fayacity. 
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Of all his play; no word again he yaf: 
He hadde more tawe on his diſtaf 
Than Gerveis knew, and faide, Frend fo dere, 
That hote culter in the chemince here 
As lene it me, I have therwith to don; 3776 
wol it bring again to thee ful fone. 
Gerveis anſwered, Certes were it gold, 
Or in a poke nobles all untold, - 
"Chou ſhuldeſt it have, as 1 am trewe ſmith. 
Ey, Criſtes ſoot, what wol ye don therwith? 3780 
"Cherof, quod Abſolon, be as be may, 
I ſhal wel tellen thee another day; 
And caught the culter by the colde ſtele, 


Ful ſoft out at the dore he gan to ſtele, he 
And went unto the carpenteres wall; 378; Hat 
He coughed firſt, and knocked therwithall 5 h 
Upon the window, right as he did er. lelp 
This Aliſon anſwered, Who is ther Th 
That knocketh ſo? | warrant him a thefe. nd | 
Nay, nay, (quod he) God wot, my ſwete lefe, nd t 

I am thin Abſolon, thy dereling. 379! e ſet 
Of gold (quod he) I have thee brought a ring; nd y 
Ny mother yave it me, ſo God me ſave, nd d 
e hre 


Ful fine it is, and therto wel ygrave ; 
This wol I yeven thee if thou me kiſſe. 3:9 
This Nicholas wes riſen for to piſle, 
v. 3772. more tate on bis diff] So in Freiſurt, v. jr. 
92, edit. 1574, © I] aura en bref temps autres eſtoupcs c 
*« guenoille.“ 
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And thought he wolde amenden all the jape, 
He ſnulde kiſſe his ers er that he ſcape; 
And up the window did he haſtily, 
And out his ers he putteth privily 3800 
Over the buttok, tu the hapche bon; 
And therwith ſpake this clerk, this Abſolon, 
peke ſwete bird, | not not wher thou art. 
This Nicholas anon let {een a fart 
s gret as it had beeu a thonder dint, 3805 
That with the ſtroke he was wel nie yhlint; 
And he was redy with his yren hote, 
And Nicholas amid the ers he ſmote, 
Off goth the ikinne an hondbrede al aboute. 
he hote culter brenued ſo his toute, 3810 
hat ſor the {mert he wened for to die; 
he were wood for wo he gan to crie 
lelpe, water, water! help for Goddes herte! 
This carpenter out of his ſlomber ſterte, 
nd herd on erie Water as he were wood, 3815 
nd thought, alas! now cometh Noes flood. 
e ſet kim up withouten wordes mo, 
Ind with his axe he ſmote the cord atwo, 
nd doun goth all; he fond neyther to ſelle 
e breed ne ale til he came to the ſelle, 3320 


3115 


3780 


3755 


3809. an boudbrede al aboute] 4! has been added for the 

» of the metre, but 1 believe uvaneceflarily, 1 94 or! vinal 

raſe was an Fonds breite, an hands. bre adtli; fo tat Bon. - 

de (as it is written in ſoarne mil. W OUd aaturaily gc continue 
de pronounced as a trifyllable. 

3819. He fand neytber ts jcile} This is a Fr. phraſe. Fu- 

x, t. i p. 232; Qi 


fart, v. iv.! 
etouycs ®' 
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Upon the flore, and ther aſwoune he lay; 
Up ſterten Aliſon and Nicholay, 


And crieden, Out and harrow! in the ſtrete. 


The neigheboures bothe ſmale and grete 
In rannen for to gauren on this man, 

That yet a!woune lay bothe pale and wan, 
For with the fall he broſten hath his arm. 
But ſtonden he muſt unto his owen harm, 
For whan he ſpake he was anon bore doun 
With Hendy Nicholas and Aliſoun. 

They tolden every man that he was wood, 
He was agaſte io of Noes flood 

1 hurgh fantaſie, that of his vanitee 

He had ybought him knedine tubbes three, 
And had hem honged in the roof above, 
And that he praied hem for Goddes love 
To ſitten in the roof par compagnie. 

The folk gan laughen at his fantaſie. 
Into the roof they kyken and they gape, 
And turned all his harm into a jape. 

For what ſo that this carpenter anſwerd 
It was for nought, no man his reſon herd. 
With othes gret he was fo ſworne adoun 
That he was holden wood in all the toun, 


3810 


For everich clerk anon right held with other; 30 


They ſaid the man was wood, my leve brother; 


Ainc tant come il miſt a deſcendre 
Ne truuva pvint de pain a vendre. 


In the next verle /elle, for the ſake oſ tlie rhyme, is put fi 


Sax. O, Fr. facil, Lat. ſoltm. 


4 


that 


V. 30 
augen 
rms t 


Dr whic 
en, 7: 
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ndevery wight gan laughen at this ſtrif. 
Thus ſwived was the carpeateres wif 


Wor all his keping and his jalauſie, 
ud Abſolon hath kiſl hire nether eye, 3850 


nd Nicholas is ſcalded in the toute. 


b his Tale is don, and God ſave all the route. 


THE REVES PROLOGUE. 


Vua folk han laughed at this nice cas 
df Abſolon and Hendy Nicholas, 
diverſe folk diverſely they ſaide, 3855 


Put for the more part they lought and plaide; 


le at this Tale I ſaw no man him greve 


Put it were only Oſewold the Reve: 
W:cauſe he was of carpenteres craſt 


litel ire is in his herte ylaſc; 3860 
e gan to grutch and blamen it a lite. 


Wo the ik, quod he, ful wel coude I him quite 


ich blering of a proude milleres eye, 


chat me liſt to ſpeke of ribaudrie. 


v. 3853. han folk han laughed] The better mil. read 
augen, which therefore is probably right. Chaucer ſometimes 
brms the participie ofthe paſt time in en, even in thuſe verbs 


ep! which he alſo uſes the participle in ed. Sec ver. 3311, cha- 


pen, 7354, faren ; for <va/hed and fared. 

V. 3862. So the it] So the d, fo may Ie, or thrive, This 
ncient phraſe is terribly corrupted in moſt of the wit, and 
dict. It occurs again below, ver. 12881, 16397. 


V. 386 3. Mith hierin] With a trick put upon à proud miller: 


ver. 17201, Hered is thyn eye; thou art cheated. And &. A. 
er. 3912, almoſt Cee is mine cyc ; 1am almoſt cheated. 
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But ik am olde; me liſt not play for age; 


| Gras time is don, my foddre is now forage : 
j This white top writeth min olde yeres; 
P ; 
| : : 
1 Min herte is alſo mouled as min heres; Bf 
1 But if | fare as doth an open ers, ro 
; 7 
That ilke fruit is ever lenger the wers zen ve 
1 
| Till it be roten in mullok or in fire. Ar 
| We olde men, I drede, fo faren we; ri. 
11 Til we be raten can we not be ripe; Th 
| | We hoppe alway while that the world wol pipe; Th 
11 f 8 ' | 
Ji For in our will ther ſtiketh ever a nay], 387 Of 
F - 
it Lo have an hore hed and a grene tay], Wi. 
| | | As hath a lcke; for though our might be gon W \ 
Vit! Our will deſireth folly ever in on; e. 
| { | For whan we may not don than wol we ſpeken, An 
7 , * 
| Fo | Yet in our aſhen cold i is fre yreken. a Io 
3% | . ? * 
1 Four glades han we which I fhal deviſe, lc 
$7: |, 2 
| 1 Avauning, lying, anger, and covetiſe; ro 
1 "Theſe ſoure ſparkes longen unto elde; Sa 
1.6 Our olde limes mow wel ben unwelde, 0 1 
1... 2 * 
1 j N. 3877. 45 hath a lete] Boccace has the ſame lu — 
1:5 Dec am. Introd. to D. iv. ; ** Et quegli, che contra alla ma A y 
'% * parlando vanno, moſtran male che conoſcano, che per c: . ; 
1 i porro habhi il capo bianco, che la coda ſia verde.“ | ed 
| = 7 N. 3880. 7 in our a/her} "here ia ſo great a reſemblance ble 
b | between this line and the ſollow ing of The Churchyard Em. 1 
ö Dod des Cull. vol. 4, . of 
| ven in our hes live their wonted fire =” ,. 
| that 1 houid certainly have confidered the latter as an imit = 
tion, it Mr. Gray himielf had not referred us to the 100 2 
1 ſoimet of Petrarch as his original; IJ ® 10 
| : un 


Ch' i' veggio ne] peniicr, Tc, 
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Zut will ne ſhall not faillen that is ſothe: 
And yet have I alway a coltes tothe, 

As many a yere as it is paſſed henne 

Sin that my tappe of lif began to renne: 
For ſikerly whan I was borne anon 

Deth drow the tappe of lif and let it gon; 
And ever fith hath fo the tappe yronne, 


3890 


Til chat almoſt all empty is the tonne; 


The ſtreme of lif now droppeth on the chimbe. 


Ihe ſely tonge may wel ringe and chimbe 


Of wretchedneſſe that paſſed is ful yore: 3895 
Vith olde folk ſave dotage is no more. 
W han that our Hoſte had herd this ſermoning 
He gan to ſpeke as lordly as a king, 
and ſayde, What amounteth all this wit ? 


Vhat, ſhall we ſpcke all day of holy writ? 3900 


he devil made a Reve ſor to preche, 


r of a ſouter a ſhipman or a leche. 
Say forth thy Tale, and tary not the time; 
o Depeford, and it is half way prime: 


v. 389 3. the chimbe] xime, Teut. means the prominency of 
e ſtaves beyond the head of the barrel. The imagery is very 
Kact and beautiful. 

v. 3902. of a ſouter a /hipman or a leche] The proverbial 

preſſion, Fx ſutore medicus, was perhaps derived from the 
ble of Phædrus with that title, 1. i. fab. 14. The other, 
Sitore naucleris, is alluded to by Pynſon the printer at the 
d of his edit. of Lytte!ton's 'Tenures, 1525. [ Ames, p. 488, ] 
axing of one Redman, another printer, he fays----** Miror 
profecto unde nunc tandem ſe fateatur typographum, nit} 


orte quum Diabolus tro on lei u, ot illum calcogra- 


hum fecit.“ 
. 3904. it is Palf way trim) In the Diſcourſe, Oc. 14 
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Lo Grenewich, ther many a ſhrew is inne: 3905 

It were al time thy Tale to beginne. 
Now, fires, quod this Oſewold the Reve, 

I pray you alle that ye not you greve 

Though I anſwere, and ſomdel ſet his howve, 

For leful is with force force off to ſhowve. 3910 
This dronken Miller hath ytold us here 

How that begiled was a carpentere, 

Paraventure in ſcorne, for l am on; 

And by your leve I ſhal him quite anon: 

Right in his cherles termes wol I ſpeke ; 3915 

I pray to God his necke mote to- breke. 

He can wel in min eye ſeen a ſtalk, 

But in his owen he cannot ſeen a balk. 


I have ſuppoſed that this means ba/f=zvay paſt prime, about half 
hout᷑ after ſeven A. M. the half way between prime and terce. 
In the fictitious Modus tencndt Parliamentum (a book not much 
older than Chancer) * Hora mediz primæ“ ſeems to be ufed 
in the ſame ſenſe, c.“ de diebus et horis Parliamnenti.” MI. Ctr 
ton, Nero, D. vi. On common days Parliamentum debet in- 
* choari hora mediz primæ in diebus ſeſtivis hora prima 
« propter divinum ſervitium.“ In a contemporary French 
tranſlation of this treatiſe, mſ. Harl. 305, ** hora mediæ primz” 
is rendered “ a la my heure le prime;“ in an old Engliſh ver- 
ſion, mſ. Harl. zo, the oure of myd pryme ; and in another, ml. 
Harl. 1309, midde prime time. Our Author uſes prime large, 
ver. 10674, to ſignify that prime was conſiderably pait. 

v. 3909. ſet his bowwe) His hood: fo in Tr. b. iii. 775, an 
hbawre above a caul ſigniſies a hood over a cap. And in F. J. 
fol. 4, Serjeants at law are deſcribed in bownwes , but iu 
ſol. 16, it is ſaid, 

Shal no Sergeant for his ſervice were no /i/ke hode. 
Both wards ſeem to be derived from the 'Ceut. hoof, a head. 
—— Hood and cap being equally coverings for the head, to ſets 
man's h9:0w7 is the ſame as to ſet his cap. Sec n. on vet. 597 
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THE REVES TALE. 
Ar Trompington, not fer fro Cantebrigge, 
Ther goth a brook, and over that a brigge, 3920 
Upon the whiche brook ther ſtont a melle; 
And this is veray ſothe that I you telle. 
A miller was ther dwelling many a day, 
As any peacock he was proude and gay : 
Pipen he coude, and fiſhe, and nettes bete, 3923 
And turnen cuppes, and wraſtlen wel and ſhete. 
Ay by his belt he bare a long pavade, 
And of a ſwerd ful trenchant was the blade: 
A joly popper bare he in his pouche; 
Ther n'as no man for peril dorſt him touche. 3939 
A Shefeld thwitel bare he in his hoſe : 
Round was his face, and camuſe was his noſe : 


The Reves Tale] Denyſe Simkin, the miller of Trompington, 
deceiveth two clarkes of Soller's: hall in Cambridge in ſtealing 
their corn, but they ſo manage their matters that they revenge 
the wrong to the ſull. This Tale is imitated from Boccace, 
Novel the 6th, Day the 9gth.---Fhis you may paſs over it you 
pleaſe. Urry. 

V. 3927, a long parade] It appears from ver. 2955 that the 
fav ade was a weapon of offence; of what ſort I cannot tell, as 
do not remember to have met with the word any where elſe. 
Paw91s, Fr. in thoſe times ſigniſied a long thield. 

v. 3929. AJjoly popper] A bodkin, according to Sp. and SE. 
who however produce no authority for ſuch an interpretation. 
The name ſeems to be fitter for a piſtol, though I am not pre- 
pared to prove that piſtols were carried in the pocket in Charm 
cer's time. 
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190 THE REVES TALE, 


As pilled as an ape was his ſkull : 
He was a market-beter at the full. 
Ther dorite no wight hond upon him legge, 
That he ne {wore he ſhuld anon abegge. 
A theſe he was ſorſoth of corn and mele, 
And that a lie, aud uſant for to ſtele : 
His name was hoten Deinous Simekin. 
A wif he hadde comen of nable kin: 
The perſon of the toun hire father was : 
With hire he yal ful many a panne of bras 


N. 3934, a mar&et-bezter] One that makes quarrels in ma. 
kets, ſays the Gloil. but according to Mr. Upton [ Pref. 2 . 
Serv. on SDaxeſÞ. p. 20,“ 4 market-beteyr is one who railes the 
price of the mat ket.·ͥ(ᷣ TI leut the gre Chaucer uſes in The 
„ Knight's Tale [ver. 2255, 2294, ſor -- fo royj/e, to flir ut. 
Though this explanation of Mr. Upton's be not quite fatisface 
tory, I think it tar preferable to the other. ce the G97. al 
Supp, in v. Martet- beter. In a more modern author ts beat il 
market ſeems to lignify merely to go up and duwn the mart: 
Promos and Cafjand. by Whetſtone, act iv. ſc. G, a (ſervant lay 

Wilde ſoule, Cc. are ſo dear 
That this houre I have tbe market bett 
To drive a bargayns to my molt profytt. 

F. 3239. Deinous Simetin] His name was Simon, [ver. 3 
4224,] of which Simekin is the dimiautive, and ſrom his d 
dainful inſolent manners he had acquired tbe ſur aame f 
nous, juſt as Nicholas, in the former Tale, ver. 3199, wasclcgd 
Hendy from the very appolite behavigur. A great numbcre 
our ſurnames have been derived from qualities of the mins 
and it is reaſonavle to ſuppoſe that at the beginning they we 
merely perſonal, like what we call nicknames. It u probade 
that the uſe of hereditary ſurnames was not even in Chaucd 
time fully cftablithed among the lower claies of pevpie, 
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For that Simkin ſhuld in his blood allie: 
Nie was yfoſtered in a nonnerie; 

Wor Simkin wolde no wif, as he ſayde, 
ut the were wel ynouriſhed and a mayde, 
ro ſaven his eſtat of yemanrie : 
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* 


nd ſhe was proud and pert as is a pie. 
ful faire ſight was it upon hem two. 


Dn holy dayes beforne hire wold he go 


ith his tipet ybounde about his hed, 


Aud ſhe came after in a gite of red, 
nd Simkin hadde hoſen of the fame. 


her dorſte no wight clepen her but Dame : 
Vas non ſo hardy, that went by the way, 
hat with hire dorſte rage or ones play, 


Wit if he wold be flain of Simekin 


"ith pavade, or with knif or bodekin; 


Vor jalous folk ben perilous evermo, 


gate they wold hir wives wenden fo.) 
nd eke, for ſhe was ſomdel ſmoterlich, 


ewas as digne as water in a dich, 


nd al ſo ful of hoker and of biſmare, 
ire thovghce that a ladie ſhuld hire ſpare, 
ſhat for hire kinrede and hire nortelrie 
at ſhe had lerned in the nonnerie. 
A doughter hadden they hetwix hem two 
twenty yere, withouten any mo, 
ving a child that was of half yere age; 
cradle 1t lay, and was a propre page, 
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His purpos was for to beſtow hire hie 


19 THE REVES TALE» 
This wenche thicke and wel ygrowen was, T! 
With camuſe noſe and eyen grey as glas; WA! 


With buttokes brode, and breſtes round and hie, 
But right faire was hir here, | wol nat lie, 

The perſon of the toun, for fhe was faire, 391 
In purpos was to malten hire his haire 
Both of his catel and of his meſuage, 
And ſtrange he made it of hire mariage, 


Into ſome worthy blood of anceſtrie, 

For holy chirches good mote ben deſpended 
On holy chirches blood that is deſcended ; 
Tberſore he wolde his holy blood honoure 
Though that he holy chirche ſhuld de voure. 


Gret ſoken hath this miller out of doute 


With whete and malt of all the land aboute, pc 
And namely ther was a gret college 10 
Men clep the Soler hall at Cantebrege, 0 
V. 3088. the Soler Hall] This is the true reading ; it me: -= 
the ball <vith the foler. Before the ſtudents in our untverit he 
were incorporated they lived in lodging-houſes called! Df c 
halls, and hoitels, which were often diftinguithed by 8 N 
taken from ſome peculiarity in their conſtruction. One atC q 
bridge was called Tyl:d Ge, { Parker*s Scel. Cant.i9. aht! ohr 
Collect. t. v. p. 189.] And at Oxford Oriel-COllege prove fo 
derives its name from a large meſſuage vulgarhy know! 
name of Te Oricle, upon the fite of which it Ranus, 4 Les 
Hiſl. v. i. p. 287. An oriel or orie was a porch, LY the 
v. Orlolum, ] as aſoler ſeems originally to have fignities 2! ent 
gallery or balcony at the top of the lwuſe, though latte lis r 
Has been uſed for any upper room, loſt, or garret. Tn N. 


Solarium. Watts, Glop. ad Mat. Par.] Froifart, v. . G. 
2 
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Ther was hir whete and eke hir malte yground. 


| 
F And on a day it happed in a ſtound 5292 
nd lie, Site lay the manciple on a maladie, 
. len wenden wiſly that he ſhulde die; 
re, 395 4 'or 'xhich this miller ſtale both mele and corn 
No hundred times more than beforn, 
: For therbeforn he ſtale but curteifly, 3995 
4 But now he was a thefe ontrageouſly, 
or which the wardein chidde and made fare, 
Nut thcrof ſet the miller not a tare; 
ed e craked boſt, and ſwore it n'as not fo, 
; W Than were ther yonge poure ſcoleres two 40090 
re hat dwelten in the halle of which 1 ſay; 
ire. WL citif they were, and luſty for to play, 
te wh ad only for hir mirth and revelrie 
utc, pon the wardein beſily they crie 
o yere hem leve but a little ſlound 4005 
o gon to mille and ſeen hir corn yground; 
— nd hardily they dorſten lay hir necke 
ati he miller ſhuld not ſtele hem half a pecke 
cs calic! "Df corn by fleighte, ne by force hem reve. 
_— And at the laſt the wardein yave hem leve. 4010 
Ant. :. ap! ohn highte that on, and Alein highte that other; 
_—_ Lit k o toun were they born that highte Strother, 
tands, 44 Les femmes de la ville monterent en leurs logis etęn folliers.” 
JET the deſcription of Cambridge above cited, p. 188, there is 
antfiedat entioned a garre:· fle. Mr. Warton flrongly confirms 
gl lata us reading, Lid. of Eng. Po. p. 422, note (u.) 
et. [ V. 4012, Strother} I cannot find any place of this name in 
t, Vol 
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Fer in the north, I cannot tellen where. 

This Alein maketh redy all his gere, 
And on a hors the ſak he caſt anon: 4015 
Forth goth Alein the clerk and alſo John, 
With good {werd and with bokeler by hir ſide. 
John knew the way, him neded not no guide, 
And at the mille the ſak adoun he laith. 

Alein ſpake ſirſt; All haile, Simond, in faith, 4020 
How fares thy faire doughter and thy wif ? 

Alcin, welcome, (quod Simkin) by my lif, 


England; there is a Struthers or Strauther in the ſhire of Fiſe in 
Scotland. 

V. 4021. How fare:] It may be obſcrved that Chaucer has 
given his northern clerks a northern dialect. I will juſt point 
out a few particulars in which their language differs from that 
uſed in the reſt of lis Work. 1. Ihey terminate {lic third 
perſon kngular and the whole plural number of their verbs in 
e; inſtead ofeth or 042; fo in the preſent inftance we have—fares, 
and in the lines immeulately folowing—bas, behowes, bt, 
tee les, gas, Wag, fallts.—2, 'Vhey uſe a in a great num- 
ber of words which Chaucer in other places writes with o, a 
feva for fo, Dune for Come, fra for fro; ver. 4071, 2, banes and 
anes for bones and ones, Vc. That this was the northern ptac- 
tice appears from the following note, Hi. Abbat. Pipettel, 
Monafgi. Avg. v. i. p. $16, * Ft ſciendum quod Monachi C- 
& {es ſcripſerunt in cartis noſtris Rabage pro Robatve,” 
2. Mauy of their words arc of the obſolete Sax. form, as ver. 
4031, henen for venues; ver. 4076, whilke for <Ebice ; ver. 
498 3, at for a! ; ver. 4128, ite (from [twille! inſtead of 
fiviche 5 ver. 4139, gar for mate, or let, WF'c.—4. It 1am net 
miſtaken he has deſignedly given them a vulgar ungrammati 
ca! phraſcology. I do not remember in avy other part of his 
writings ſuch a line as ver. 40433 

I *#a$ 111 a miller as Zr ye, 
bee allo ver. 4034, I 75; ver. 4087, thou 75. 
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And john alſo. How now, what do ye here? 
By God, Simond, (quod John) nede has no pere; 
Him behoves ſerve himſelf that has na ſwain, 4025 
Or elles he is a fool, as clerkes ſain. 
Our manciple I hope he wol be ded, 
Swa werkes ay the wanges in his hed ; 
And therfore is | come, and cke Alein, 
To grind our corn and cary it hame agein; 4030 
I pray you ſpede us henen that ye may. 

It ſhal be don (quod Simkin) by my fay. 
What wol ye don while thar it is in hand ? 
Ey God, right by the hopper wol ! ſtand, 
(Quod John) and ſeen how that the corn gas in; 4035 
Yet ſaw I never by my fader kin 
How that the hopper wagges til and fra. 

Alein anſwered, John, and wolt thou ſwa? 
Than wol I be benethe by my croun, 
And ſee how that the mele falles adoun 4040 
In til the trogh; that ſhal be my diſport; 
For, John, in faith I may ben of your ſort: 


v. 4927. I Rope] expect. It ſignifies the mere expeQation 
of a ſuture event, whether good or evil, as t Gr. and 
ſdero Lat. often do. So in Shakeſpeare, Ant. and Cl. 

I cannot bone 
Cziar and Anthony thall well greet together. 

v. 4038. anſwered] Sax. andfwvarode is a compound word 
of and, contra, and ftvaran, which in the Iſlandick ſigniſies di- 
cre. Barthol. Ant. Dan. p. 690, Thorbiorg ſvarar, Thorbtor ga 
(cit, This etymology accounts for its being accented upun 
the middle ſyllable - anſtuc red. Sec vet. 4126. 
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I is as ill a miller as is ye. S | 
This miller ſmiled at kir nicetee, oy 

And thought all this n'is dun but for a wile. 4043 

They wenen that no man may hem begile, 

But by my thrift yet ſha] I blere hir eie 

For ail the fleighre in hir philoſophie. 

The more queinte knakkes that they make 

The more wol | ſtele whan that I take. 4040 

In ſtede of flour yet wol | yeve hem bren, 

The preteſt clerkes ben not the wiſeſt men, 

As whilom to the wolf thus ſpake the mare: 

Of all hir art ne count I not a tare, 


v. 405 3. to the wwolf thus ſpate the mare] The ſtory alluded ul 
to is told of a mule in Cent. Now, Ant. N. 91: the Mule pres And 
tends that his name is written upon the bottom of his hiad bis 
foot: the wolf attempting to read it the mule gives him: F 

1 


kick on the forehead and kills him; upon which the fox, who 
was preſent, obſerves, © Ognihuomo, che fa lettera, non et 
« vio.” There is a ſimilar ſtory of a wolt and a mare in Tl; 
moſt delectable Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, edit. 1701, chap, 
xviii, but whether that ſtory be in Caxton's egition, whethe 
it he. in the Dutch book from which Caxton tranſlated, wit 
ther the Dutch book be an original compoſition or a trans. 
tion, when it was written, Oc. ate all points upon which Ii 
to be informed by fome more knowing antiquary. I will jut 


obſerve that one of the fox's tricks, chap. xiv, ſeems to & rm, 
alluded co by Richal de Berbeiffel [Richard de Berbezicux)! as ni 
Provencal poet, who died in 1393. {Quadrio, t. it. p. 144 re [1 

e ſal 


I will cite the paſſage from mf. C-9/ts, fol. 191, theugb 16 
not underftand the laſt clauſe ; 

Anc Kanart d'liengrin 

Tan gen no ſap venjar, 

Quan lo f efcorzar, 

Eil dit per efeherniy 

Ghapeli ot gan Lom eu faz no mair, 
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but at the dore he goth ful prively 
EV hn that he ſaw his time ſoftely. 
2 Wi loketh up and doun, til he hath found 
a he clerkes hors ther as he flood ybound 
BB chiad the mille under a leveſell, 
WA nd to the hors he goth him faire and well, 4060 
HAnd ſtripeth of the bridel right anon. 
And whan the hors was laus he gan to gon 
Toward the fen ther wilde mares renne, 
nd forth with wehee thurgh thick and thinne. 
his miller goth again, no word he ſaid, 4065 
zut doth his note, and with theſe clerkes plaid, 
ill that hir corn was faire and wel yground. 
nd whan the mele is ſacked and ybound 
his John goth out and fint his hors away, 
nd gan to crie Harow and wala wa! 4070 
dur hors is loſt : Alein, for Goddes bancs 
tep on thy feet; come of, man, al at anes: 
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eynard here ſeems to have procured Iſegrim's ſæin to be ſtript 
to make him a hood and gloves. In the Englith he procures 
olf thoes to be pulled off and put upon his own fect. 
v. 4059. a leweſell] This word is plainly derived from the 
x. lefe, folium, and ſerl, ſedes. Meteſcl is a word of the fame 
rm. Peter of Langt. p. 334, lt neghed nere mereſel ;* it 


re alu as near the time of fitting down to dinner. A l-Te/z/ there- 
if. p. 144] re lipnifies a leafy ſeat, an arbour. It may be underſtood in 
though 16 e ſaine ſenſe in The Perſones Tale, © right as the gay * lewe- 


lat the taverne is ſigne of the win that is in the celler.” So 
at perhaps our old proverb, Good wine needsno buth, meant 
ieinally - no arbour to drink it in. LENanTy however lewveſelt 
$ uſed for buſh, as in this paſſage of Rowr'cy*s Fllinoure and 
34, lt. iv. 3, 4» 
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Alas] our wardein has his palfrey lorn. 

This Alcin al forgat both mele and corn; 
Al was out of his mind his huſbandrie: 
What, whilke way is he gon! he gan to crie. 

The wif came leping inward at a renne; 
She ſayd, Alas! youre hors goth to the fenne 
With wilde mares as faſt as he may go, 
Unthank come on his hand that bond him ſo, 
And he that better ſhuld have knit the rein. 

Alas! (quod John) Alein, for Criſtes pein 
Lay doun thy ſwerd, and I ſhal min alſwa; 

I is ful wight, God wate, as is a ra. 

By Goddes ſaule he ſhal not ſcape us bathe. 

Why ne had thou put the capel in the lathe ? 

IH haile, Alein, by God thou is a fonne. 
Theſe ſely clerkes han ful faſt yronne 


No mo the ambviyng palfrie and the horne 
Shall from the It route the toxe awaie. 


4015 


4080 


4085 


—$ce The Totem and Country Magazine for May 1769, p. 273. 
When this note was written | was in hopes of being able to 
reſet the reader to ſome more creditable edition of this poem; 
hut the influence of thoſe malignant ſtars which ſo long con- 
fined poor Rowley in his iron cheſt feems ſtill to predominate. 
Seriouſly it were much to be withed that the gentleman wha is 
potfetled of the ſtiil remaining fragments of this unfortunate 
author would print them as ſoon as poſſible. If he thould not 
have leifure or inclination to be the editor himſelf he might 
catily find a proper perſon to take that trouble for him, as no- 
thing more would be requitite than to print the ſeveral pieces 
faithfully from their reſpective mif.dittinguithing which of thoſt 
mT. are originals and which tranſeripts, and alſo by whom and 


when the tranſcripts were made, as far as that can be aig 


tained, 


407 


480 


4035 


p. 27% 
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Toward the fen, bothe Alein and eke John; 

And whan the miller ſaw that they were gon 4090 
He half a buſhel of hir flour hath take, 

And bad his wif go knede it in a cake. 

He layd, I trow the clerkes were aferde: | 

Vet can a miller make a clerkes berde 

For all his art. Ye, let hem gon hir way. 4095 
Lo wher they gon. Ye, let the children play: 
They get him not fo lightly by my croun, 

Thete ſely clerkes rennen up and doun 
With Kepe, kepe; Stand, ſtand; jolla, wardercre. 
Ga whiltle thou, aud I ſhal kepe him here. 4100 
But ſhortly, til chat it was veray night 
They coude not, though they did all hir might, 

Hir capel catch, he ran alway ſo faſt, 
Til in a diche they caught him at the laſt. 

Wery and wet, as beſtes in the rain, 4105 
Cometh ſely John, and wich him cometh Alcin. 
Alas (quod John) the day that 1 was borne! 

Naw are we driven til hething and til ſcorne- 
Our corn is itolne, men wol us fonnes calle, 
Both the wardein and eke our felawes alle, 4110 
v. 4994. male a clertes berde) i. e. cheat him. Faire la barbe, 
Fr. is to thave or trim the beard ; but Chaucer tranſlates the 
phraſe literally, at leaſt when he uſes it in its metaphorical 
enſe. See ver. 5943, and H. of F. ii. 181. Boccace has the 
lame metaphor, Hecam. viii. 10. Speaking of fome exorbitant 
cheats, he ſays that they applied themſelves nan 4 radere 
ma ſeorticare huamini, and a littie lower a ſoawvemente la 
Pardiera ſaputa nenare i! raſcio. 
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And namely the miller, wala wa! 

Thus plaineth John as he goth by the way 
Toward the mille, and Bayard in his hond. 
The miller ſitting by the fire he fond, 
For it was night, and forther might they nought, 
But for the love of God they him beſought 4116 
Of herberwe and of eſe, as for hir peny. 

The miller ſaide agen, I ther be any, 
Swiche as it is yet ſnull ye have your part. 
Myn hous is ſtreit, but ye have lerned art; 412 
Ye can by arguments maken a place 
A mile brode of twenty foot of ſpace. 
Let ſee now if this place may ſuffice, 
Or make it roume with ſpeche, as is your giſe. 
Now, Simond, (ſaid this John) by Seint Cuthberd 
Ay is thou mery, and that is faire anſwerd. 41: 
I have herd ſay man ſal take of twa thinges, 
Slike as he findes, or like as he bringes. 
But ſpecially I pray thee, hoſte dere, 
Gar us have mete and drinke, and make us chere, 


And we ſal paien trewely at the full : 41188 


With empty hand men may na haukes tull. 
Lo here our ſilver redy for to ſpend, b 

This miller to the toun his doughter ſend 
For ale and bred, and roſted hem a goos, Ali! 
And bond hir hors he ſhuld no more go loos, 
And in his owen chambre hem made a bedde, 
With ſhetes and with chalons faire yſpredde, 


. 4138. chnlons] Whatever they were they probably v7 


* 


"I 
2 

* 

* 
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Nat ſrom his owen bed ten foot or twelve: 

His doughter had a bed all by hire ſelve, 4140 
night in the ſame chambre by and by: 

t mighte be no bet, and cauſe why, 

: Ther was no roumer herberwe in the place, 

WT hey ſoupen, and they ſpeken of ſolace, 

End drinken ever ſtrong ale at the belt. 4145 
bouten midnight wente they to reſt, 

Wel hath this miller veruiſhed his hed, 

Ful pale he was, for-dronken, and nought red. 

Mie yoxcth, and he ſpeketh thurgh the noſe, 

s he were on the quakke or on the poſe. 4150 
o bed he goth, and with him goth his wif z 


ught, 
4116 


4179 


iſe. sany jay ſhe light was and jolif; 
uthberd o was hire joly whiſtle wel ywette. 
411) be cradel at hire beddes ſcet was ſette 
5, Wo rocken, and to yeve the child to ſouke. 4155 
Ind whan that dronken was all in the crouke 
Jo bedde went the doughter right anon, 
s chere, o bedde goth Alein and alſo John. 
413! her n'as no more; nedeth hem no dwale. 
. his miller hath ſo willy bibbed ale, 4 160 
* hat as an hors he ſnorteth in his ſlepe, 
1d e ot his tail behind he toke no kepe. 
5 | 15 wit bare him a burdon a ful ſtrong, 
os, en might hir routing heren a furlong. 
dde, cen (rom their being made at Chalons. The gloſſary in- 
Ide, eerst be blankets; butza paſſage in the H. v. 
725, woll rather lead one to ſuppoſe them coveriets— 
robably 8 + 7490s pictos, gui vocantur Chaluns, loco lectiiternii,”? 
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: 1 | The wenche routeth eke par compagnie. h tbe Ti 
1 Alein the clerk, that herd this melodie, Th 
| He poketh John, and ſayde, Slepeſt thou! At 
| Herdeſt thou ever flike a ſong er now? No 


Lo whilke a complin is ymell hem alle; 

A wilde fire upon hir bodies falle, 

Wha herkned ever ſlike a ferly thing? 

Ye, they ſhall have the flour of yvel ending. 
This lange night ther tides me no reſte; 
But yet na force, all ſhal be for the beſte. 
For, John, (ſayd he) as ever mote | thrive, 
If that l may yon wenche wol I ſwive. 
Som eſement has lawe yſhapen us; 

For, John, ther is a lawe that faicth thus, 
That if a man in o point be agreved 

That in another ſhe ſhal be releved. 

Our corn is ſtolne, ſothly it is na nay, 

And we han had an yvel fit to-day; 

And fin I ſhal have nan amendement 
Again my loſſe I wol have an eſement: 

By Goddes ſaule it ſhal nan other be. 

This John anſwered, Alein, aviſe thee; 
The miller is a perilous man, he ſayde, 
And if that he out of his flepe abraide, 

He mighte don u#bathe a vilanie. 

Alein anſwered, I count him nat a flie. 

1 And up he riſt, and by the wenche he crept. 
17 This wenche lay upriglit, and faſte ſlept, 
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'Til he ſo nigh was, er ſhe might eſpie, 
That it had ben to late for to eric: 
Aud ſhortly for to ſay, they were at on. 4195 
Now play Alein, for | wol ſpeke of John. 
This John lith {till a furlong way or two, 
And to himfelf he maketh routh and wo. 
Alas! (quod he) this is a wicked jape; 
Now may l ſay that 1 is but an ape. 4 
Vet has my felaw ſomwhat for his harme; 
He has the millers doughter in his arme: 
He auntred him, and hath his nedes ſpedde, 
and I lie as a draf ſak in my bedde; 
Aud whan this jape is tald another day 4205 


4 ſhal be halden a dafte or a cokenay: 


. 4206. .? cokenay] That this is a term of contempt, bor» 
rowed originally from the kitchen, is very probable. A cook, 
in the baſe Latinity, was called coguinator and coquinarius, 
from either of which cotenay might ealily be derived. In . P. 
fol. 35, b.; 

And yet 1 fay by my foule I have no ſalt hacon, 

Ne no co&ency by Chriſte coloppes to make. 
it ſeems to ſignity a cook. And fo, perhaps, in The Turnament 
ol T:ttenham, Anc. Poet. t. ii. p. 24; 

At that feaſt were they ſerved in rich array; 

Etery five and five nad 2 cokeney. 
That is, I ſuppoſe, a cook or ſcullion, to attend them. In 
thoſe rhymes aſcribed to Hugh Bigot which Camden has pu- 
bl:thed, Brit. Col. 451, (upon what authority I know not) 

Were Jin my caſtle of Bungey 

Upon the river of Wareney, 

I would ne care for the King of Cockoney, 
The author, in calling London Cocteney, might poſſibly al- 
ide to that imaginary country of idieneſs and luxury which 
Was anciently known by the name of Cotaigne or Cocazne, 
« 22me which Hickes has ſhewn to be derived from caguina, 
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wol ariſe and auntre it by my fay: 
Unhardy is unſely, thus men ſay. 
Ani up he roſe, and ſoftely he went 
Unto the cradel, and in his hand it hent, 4210 
And bare it ſoft unto his beddes fete. 
Sone aſter this the wif hire routing lete, - 
And gan awake, and went hire out to piſle, 
And came again, and gan the cradel miſſe, 
And greped here and ther, bat ſhe fond non. 411; 
Alas! (quod ſhe) I had almoſt miſgon; 
had almoſt gon to the clerkes bedde : 
Ey benedicite / than had | foule yſpedde. 


And forth ſhe goth til ſhe the cradel fond. 

She gropeth alway forther with hire hond, 4: N. 

And fond the bed, and thoughte nat but good, . 
VV 


Becauſe that the cradel by it ſtood, 
And n'iſte wher ſhe was, for it was derk, 
But faire and wel ſhe crept in by the clerk, 


Gr. A. F. p. 231. He has there publiſhed an excellent deſc 
tion of the country of Cokaigne in old Englith verſe, but p 
bably tranflated from the French ; at leaft the French hare: 
the ſame fable among them, for Boileau plainly alludes d. 
fat. vi. 

Paris Eft pour un riche un pais de Corangre. ; 
The feftival of La Cocagna at Naples, deſcribed dy X2y/ 
ji. p. 369, appears to have the ſame foundation. It provs 
commenced under the Norman government. There isa 
heroick pcem in the Sicilian dialect entitled Za Cuccacu- 
guiſata, hy Gio. Battiſta Baſili, Palerm. 1674, in vd 
deſcription of Palma citta di Cuccagna begins thu? ; 

seni Cuccagna ſutta una montagna 

Di turmseęxiu grattatu, et havi in cima 


Di nmaccarsni una cardars magut. 
_ \ 


ellent deſc! 
verſe, dut x 
-ench haves 
y alludes 
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And lith ful ſtill, and wold han caught a ſlepe 
Within a while this John the clerk up lepe, 
Aud on this gohde wit he lateth on ſore 
So mcry a fit ne had the nat ful yore: 

Ho priketh hard and depe as he were mad. 


This joly lif kan theſe two clerkes lad 


4 Til that the thridde cok began to ſing. 

Alein wex werie in the morwening, 

For he had ſwonken all the longe night, 

And ſayd, Farewel, Malkin, my ſwete wight: 
re day is come, I may no longer bide, 4235 
ut cvermo wher ſo | go or ride 

7 I is thin awen clerk, fo have | hele. 


Now, dere lemman, quod ſhe, go, farewele; 


but or thou go o thing I wol thee tell. 


Whan that thou wendeſt homeward by the mell, 


Right at the entree of the dore behind 4241 
Zhou ſt alt a cake of half a buſhel find 


nat was ymaked of thin owen mele, 
Vhich that I halpe my fader for to ſtcle : 
\nd, goode lemman, Ged thee ſave and kepe. 4245 
\nd with that word the gan almoſt to wepe. 
Alein upriſt, and thought er that it daw 
wol go crepen in by my felaw ; 
And fond the cradel at his hand anon. 
by Ged, thought he, all wrang I have miſgon: 4250 
ly hed is tottie of my ſwink to night, 


hat maketh me that I go uat aright. 
Falume II. 8 
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I wot wel by the cradel I have miſgo; 

Here lith the miller and his wit alſq. 

And forth he goth a twenty dive] way 4275 

Unto the bed, ther as the miller lay. 

He wend have cropen by his felaw John, 

And by the miller in he crept anon, 

And caught him by the nekke, and gan him ſhake, 

And ſayd, Thou john, thou ſwineſhed, awake 4200 

For Criſtes ſaule, and here a noble game; 

For by that lord that called is Scint Jame, 

As I have thries as in this ſhort night 

Swived the millers doughter bolt upright 

While thou haſt as a coward ben agaſt. 46; 8 
Ye, falſe harlot, quod the miller, haſt ? 

A, falſe traitour, falſe clerk, (quod he) 

Thou ſhalt be ded by Goddes dignitee, 

Who dorſtc be fo bold to diſparage 

My dougliter, that is come of ſwiche linage. 427 

And by the throte-bolle he caught Alcin, 

And he him hent deſpitouſly again, 

Ang on the nole he ſmore him with his fiſt; 

Doun ran the hlody ſtreme upon his breſt: 

And in the flore with noſe and mouth to-broke 42) 


they walwe, as don two pigges in a poke, 
And up they gon, and doun again anon, 
Jil that the miller ſporned at a ſton, 

And doun he fc! backward upon his wif, 
That wiite nothing of this nice ſtrif: 
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: For ſhe was fall affepe a litel wight 
With John the clerk, that waked had all night, 
nd with the fall out of hire flepe ſhe braide. 
Helpe, holy crois of Bromeholme! (ſhe ſayde) 

WU manus tuas, Lord, to thee | call. 4185 
Awake, Simond, the ſend is on me ſall; 

{yn herte is broken; helpe ; I n'am but ded; 
Ther lith on up my wombe and up wyn hed; 

elpe, Simkin, for the falſe clerkes fight. 

his John ſtert up as faſt as ever he might, 4290 

nd graſpeth by the walles to and fro 
find a ſtaf, and ſhe ſtert up alſo, 
Ind knew the eſtres het than did this John, 

nd by the wall ſhe toke a ſtaf anon, 
Ind ſaw a litel ſhemering of a light, 4295 
Wor at an hole in ſhone the mone bright, 
nd by that light ſhe ſaw hem bothe two, 

t ſikerly ſhe n'iſte who was who, 
tas ſhe ſaw a white thing in hire eye; 

d whan ſhe gan this white thing eſpie 43c0 
e wend the clerk had wered a volupere, 
Wd with the ſtaf ſhe drow ay nere and nere, 
Wd wend han hit this Alein atte full, 
d ſmote the miller on the pilled ſkull, 

at doun he goth, and cried, Harrow! I die. 4305 
ſe clerkes bete him wel, and let him lie, 
od grcithen hem, and take hir hors anon, 
cke hir mele, and on hir way they gon; 
| 8 1 


4255 


a ſhake, 
ake 4200 


420 
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| And at the mille dore eke they toke hir cake 

if Of half a buſhel flour ful wel ybake. 4310 
Thus is the proude miller wel ybette, 

4 And hath yloſt the grinding of the whete, , 
| And paid for the ſouper every del 

| { 4 Ct Aicin and of John that bete him wel; 

1 His wif is ſwived and his doughter als; 4315 

| Io, ſwiche it is a miller to be fals: 

Al And therfore this proverb is ſayd ful ſoth, | 

| | 4 tim thar not winnen wel that evil doth; bY 

Wis -\ gilour ſhal himſelf begiled be; | 

| 1 | And God, that ſiteth hie in mageſtee, ry Xx 


— — 2 — rr 


| | . gave all this compagnie gret and ſmale. 

L949 £3 * . . . 4 
112810 1 hus have I quit the miller in my Tale. or 
4 At * 0 a 
ll THE COKES PROLOGUE. . 

* 1 . . 1 
. Vur Coke of London, while the Reve ſpake, * 
"1 Vor joye (him thought) he clawed him on the bak! 
12385 A ha (quod he) for Criſtes paſſion, FAD, 
q This miller had a ſharpe concluſion 
1:34 Upon this argument of herbergage, 
F Wel ſayde Salomon in his langage 1 
Ne bring not every man into thin hous, In 
| Forherberwing by night is perilous. 43) 
1 
| V. 4315. im thar not] I have reſtored this old word 1! . 

| the authority of the beſt mf, im this and other places. See i der 
5911, 5918, 6947, 17 301. It is derived from the Sax. thearth _-y 
necche, babere, and is generally uſed as an imperſonal. 1 th 
Foveth not to chinne or acquire good that doth evil.“ 1% 8 
ventured to ſubltitute winne inftead of the commop c 10 
| bene, of which I could make no ſcaſc. 247. B. J. reads, Hes 

1 nought Wine. 
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te 
hom that he brought into his privetee. 


pray to God ſo yeve me ſorwe and care 
Wt cver, fithen 1 highte Hodge of Ware, 
ird | a miller bet yſette a-werk ; A335 
Nie had u jape of malice in the derk. 
zut God forbede that we ſtinten here, 
W nd therfore if ye vouchen ſauf to here 


vol ought a man aviſed for to be 
: 
4310 


431; 


ale of me that am a poure man, 

Vol you tell as wel as ever I can 4340 
lite jape that fell in our citee. 

Our Hoſte anſwerd and ſayde, I grant it thee: 
(ow tell on, Roger, and loke that it be good, 

or many a paſtee haſt thou letten blood, 

nd many a jacke of Dover haſt thou fold 4345 
hat hath been twies hot and twies cold: 

many a pilgrim haſt thou Criſtes curſe, 

br of thy perſelee yet fare they the werſe, 


43% 


JE. 

pake, 

n the bak! 
FAD 


V. 4345. 4 FJacke of Dower] The general purport of this 
raſe is ſutſiciently explained in the fuilowing line, but the 
cular meaning I have not been able to inveſtigate. 

. 4345. 2 thy perjeiec} An old Boke of Kokery, which I have 
ſulted upon this occation, mf. Varl. 4016, has a receipt for 
ole or capon tarced,” but it does not mention parielggy ; it 
y 14ys in general terms, “ Take yolkes of eyeron (enges) 
ard yiodde ard hew hem ſmale with the herbes and catte 
Herto pouder of ginger peper canell and ſalt and grapes in 
mc of ycre. . I have lately met with another (Iſup- 
the true, receipt for ſtufüng a gooſe, in mi. Harl. 279. lt 

n—* Take percety and twynis grece or ſewe? of a there 
id parboyle hem, O. 


450 
old word N 
places. dect 
e Sax. tea 
erſonal. H 
th evil.“ 1 
ommop e 
g. reads, H 
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That they han eten in thy ſtohle goos, 

For in thy ſhop goth many a flie loos. 4350 
Now tell on, gentil Roger by thy name, 

But yet | pray thee be not wrath for game; 

A man may ſay ful ſoth in game and play. 

Thou ſayſt ful ſoth, quod Roger, by my fay; 
But ſoth play guade ſpel, as the Fleming ſaith, 4375 
And therlore, Herry Bailly, by thy faith 
Ee thou not wroth, or we departen here, 

Though that my Tale be of an hoſtelere : 

But natheles, I wol not telle it yet, 

But er we part ywis thou ſhalt be quit. 4369 
Aud inheywithal he laugh and made chere, 

And iayd his Tale, as ye ſhul after here. 
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A Prentis whilom dwelt in our citec, 

Aud of a craft of vitaillers was he : 

Gaillard hz was as goldfinch in the ſhawe, 4365 
Prounc as a bery, a propre ſhort felawe, 

With lokkes blake kembed ful fetifly : 

Dancen he coude ſo wel and jolly 


. 4355. 0th play quade ſyel] As this is ſaid to have been 2 
Flemith proverb I have inferted /pcl from mil. Afb. x, 2, in- 
fiead of the common reading play. Spel, in "Feur. is ludur, 2s 
quade or quaed is malus. Sir John Harrington, in his Apoloeie 
of Poetrie, quotes an old ſaying of the ſame import, Soth burt 
is n9 bourde. | 

The Cohes Tale] The deſeription of an unthriſty prentice 
given to dice, women, and wine, waſting thereby his maker's 
goods, and purchaſing to himſelf Newgate. The moſt part ds 
this Tale is loſt, or never finithed by the Author, 
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That he was cleped Perkin Revelour: 
He was as ful of love and paramour 4370 
As is the hive ful of hony ſwete ; 
Wel was the wenche with him mighte mete. 
At every bridale would he fing and hoppe; 
He loved bet the taverne than the ſhoppe; 
For whan ther any riding was in Chepe 4375 
Out of the ſhoppe thider wold he lepe, 
And til that he had all the ſight yſein, 
And danced wel, he wold not come agein; 
And gadred him a meinie of his fort 
1% hoppe and ſing, and maken ſwiche diſport; 4 380 
And ther they ſetten ſteven for to mete 
To plain at the dis in ſwiche a ſtrete; 
For in the Toun ne was ther no prentis 
That fairer coude caſte a pair of dis 
han Perkin coude, and therto he was fre 4385 
Of his diſpence, in place of privetee; 
That fond his maiſter wel in his chaffare, 
For often time he fond his box ful bare. 
For ſothly a prentis, a revelour, 
hat haunteth dis, riot and paramour, 4390 
His maiſter ſhal it in his ſhoppe abie, 
Al have he no part of the miuſtralc ie; 
For theft and riot they ben convertible, 
Al can they play on giterne or ribible. 
v. 4375. riding—in bee] There were ſometimes juſts in 


Chcapfide. Hollingf. v. ii. p. 348. But perhaps any procemot 


way be meant. MA, t. 1, 2, read revel. 
v. 4377. And til] And is added. 
v. 4304. they play] So mſ. C.; all the reſt read he. 
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212 THE COKES TALE, 
Re vel and trouth, as in a low degree, £33; 1 
They ben ful wroth all day, as men may ſce. 
This joly prentis with his maiſter abode, : Jos 
Til he was neigh out of his prentiſhode, he a1 


Al were he ſnibbed bothe erly and late, uc fc 


And ſomtime lad with revel to Newgate : 44e Mud t! 
But at the laſt his maiſter him bethought, Die wi 
Upon a day whan he his paper ſought, Df 4p 
Of a proverbe that ſaith this ſame word, Nad ſa 
Wel bet is roten appel out of hord Was as 
Than that it rote alle the remenant : 44% hat v 
So fareth it by a riotous ſervant ; Nad th 
It'is wel laſſe harm to let him pace WT hat F 
Than he ſhende all the ſervants in the place : W-grec 
Therfore his maiſter yat him a quitance, ud fo 
And bad him go, with ſorwe and with meſchance. Was | 
And thus this joly prentis had his leve: 4411 Mondo 
Now let him riot all the night or leve. Lorc 

And for ther n'is no thefe without a louke he for 
That helpeth him to waſten and to ſouke os fo 
Of that he briben can or borwe may, 44s eſcth 
Anon he ſent his bed and his array Wordin 
Unto a compere of his owen ſort nd ſte 
That loved dis, and riot, and diſport, nd w. 
And had a wif that held for contenance s doth 
A ſhoppe, and ſwived for hire ſuſtenance, 141 ecſcenc 
* * + ” * * * * - - * 2 


Y. 442 


+ + 
ant co 


15 


. 4413. a loule] A receiver to a thief, Sp. SE, This ct 
nation, I believe, is a mere fancy, but I have nothivg ve 
to propoſe, 
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THE MANOFLAWESPROLOGUE. 


5 Jo Hoſte ſaw wel that the brighte ſonne 

: he ark of his artificial day had ronne 

Due fourthe part and halt an houre and more; 

Aud though he were not depe expert in lore 

We wiſte it was the eighte-and-twenty day 4425 

; df April, that is meſtiger to May, 

Nad ſaw wel that the ſhadow of every tree 

[ as as in lengthe af che ſame quantitee 1 

hat was the budy ere & that cauſed it, | 

Nad therſore by the ſhadow he toke bis wit 4430 | 

WT hat Phebus, which that ſhone ſo clere and bright, | 

} degrees Was five-andeforty clombe on hight; 

ud for that day, as in that latitude, 

was ten of the cluk he gan conciude, 

nd ſodenly he plight his hors aboute. 4435 

Lordings, quod he, | warne yau all this route 
he fourthe partie of this day is gon: 

ou for the love of God and of Seint John 

441; Weſcth no time, as ferſorth as ye may, 

ordings, the time it walteth night and day, 4440 

nd ſteleth from us, what prively ſleping, 

nd what thurgh negligence in our waking, 

s doth the ſtreme, that turneth never again, 

Welcending fro the montagne into a plain. 


$395 


4406 


440 


Lance, 
4411 


N. 4421. Our Haſte to vel) Concerning the time of day 
ant to be pointed out in the following lines fee the DV 
r fp 3orts 
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Wel can Senck and many a philoſophre 4445 
Bewailen time more than gold in coflre; 
For loſſe of catel may recovered be, 
But loſſe of time ſhendeth us, quod he. 
It wol not come again withouten drede, 
No more than wol Malkins maidenkede 4450 
When ſhe hath loſt it in hire wantonneſſe: 
Let us not moulen thus in idelneſſe. 

Sire Man of Lawe, quod he, ſo have ye blis, 
Tell us a Tale anon, as forword is. 
Ye ben ſubmitted thurgh your free aſſent 4455 
To ſtonde in this cas at my jugement. 
Acquiteth you now, and holdeth your beheſt; 
Than have ye don your devoir at the leſt. 

Hoſte, quod he, de par dieux jeo aſſente, 
To breken forword is not min enteate, 4460 
Beheſt is dette, and I wold hold it fayn 
All my beheſt, I can no better ſayn. 
For ſwiche lawe as man yeveth another wight 
He ſhuld himſelven uſen it by right. q 
Thus wol our text; but natheles certain 4465 
I can right now no thrifty Tale ſain, 
Put Chaucer (though he can but lewedly 
On metres and on riming craftily) 


V. 4450. Mallius maidenbede] Acommon phraſe. P. 7. fol, 
vii. a. b.; 


Ye have no more merit of maſſe ne of houres 
Than 7aikin & bire maydenioud, that no man defircth. | 
N. 4467. But Chaucer} So mfT. C. 1, Aft. 1, 2. In the editt- 
it had been ſtrangely corrupted into That, 


Hath ſ 
Of old: 
Andif 
In o bc 
For he 
Mo th: 
In his 
What 
In you 
And ſi 
Thiſe 
Who! 
Y « 4 
Aicyon 
tor om. 
mil. Vu 
of the 1 
ed to it 
writing 
« {ittin! 
„ cake! 
& eU 
Is very 
G. W. 
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4450 


4455 


4460 


4465 


T. fol, 
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Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can 

Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 4470 
And if he have not ſayd hem, leve brother, 

In o book, he hath ſayd hem in another: 

For he hath told of lovers up and doun 

Mo than Ovide made of mentioun 

In his Epi/tolis, that ben ful olde. 4475 
What ſhuld I tellen hem fin they ben tolde ? 

In youthe he made of Ceys and Alcyon, 

And ſithen hath he ſpoke of everich on 

Thiſe noble wives, and thiſe lovers eke, 

Who lo that wol his large volume ſeke 4480 


v. 4477. In youthe be made of Ceys] The ſtory of Ceyx and 
Aicyone is related in the introduction to the poem which was 
for tome time called The Dreme of Chaucer, but which, in the 
mil, Fu. 16, and Hd. 635, is more properly entitled The Booke 
of the Ducheſſe. The following note, which has been preſix- 
el to it in all the later editions, is in mi. Fairf. in the hand- 
writing of John Stowe; © By the perſon of a mourning knight 
* ſitting under an oke is meant Jahn of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
* cater, greatly lamenting the death of one whom hee entirely 
* loved, ſuppoſed to be Blanche the Ducheue.“ I believe John 
Is very right in his conjetcture. Chaucer himſe!f, in his Leg. of 
G. W. 418, ſays, that he made The Deth of Blaunche the Du- 
cho ſſe; and in the poem now under contideration he plainly 
aludes to her name, ver. 94S; 

Aud faire white ſhe hete; 

lat was my lacys name right. 
On the o:her hand the knight is repreſented, ver. 455, 6; 

Of tue age of foure-and-twenty yere, 

Upon his berde but litel here. 
whereas John of Gaunt, at the death of Blanche in 1369, was 
ut nine-and-twenty years of age. But this perhaps was a 
c-117ncd miſreprefentation.—1 will juſt obſerve that the man- 
ver in which Chaucer ſpeaks of his own age at the time of this 
cmpoſition is a confirmation of what has been ſuggeſted in 
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Cleped The Seintes Legende of Cupide: 
Ther may he ſe the large woundes wide 
Of Lucrece, and of Bubylon Hhiſde; 
The ſwerd of Dido for the falſe Enee; 
The tree of Phillis for hire Demophon; 
The plaint of Deianite and Hermion, 
Of Adriane and Yſiphilee; 

The barreine ile ſtonding in the fre; 
The dreint Leandre for his fayre Hero; 
The teres of Heleine, and cke the wo 
Of Briſeide and of Ladomia; 

The crueltee of thee, Quene Medea, 


the Diſcourſe, Cc. n. z. that The Canterbury Tales were 
work of his lateſt years. When the Ducheſs Blanch died hen 
one-and-forty, a time of life which, | believe, a man ſel 
calls his yeutl, till he is advanced at leaſt twenty year 
yond it, 

V. 4481. The Seintes Legende of Cufide)] In the editt. it is0 
ed The Legende of Good Women; in mf. Fair. 16, The! 
gendis of ix Grde Women. Accerding to Lydgate [Pr 
Boccace] the number was to have been nineteen, and peri 
tie Legende irſelf afforus ſume ground for this notion; (et 
183 But this number was probably rever completed, and 
laſt ſtory of Hypermnefira is ſeemingly unſinithed.— 
pailage the Man of Lawe omits two ladies, Viz. Cleopatn 
Philemela, whofe hiftories are in The Legende, and hed 
meratcs eight others of whum there are no hiſtories it 
Legende as we have it at preſent : are we to ſuppoſe that! 
have been loft? —With reſpe& to the time of Chaucer's i 
"The Legende ſec the Diſtguiſe, c. n. z. 

N. 4456. The jlaint of Deianire} This reading is ſupp 
by ſeveral mil. of middling authority, but the betters 
read Diane, ard mf. A. Syanc. There is a nymph CydHiew 
[Metam, Il. ,] who weeps herſelf into a fountain, but 
love. 


1 
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Thy litel children hanging by the hals 

For thy Jaſon, that was of love fo fals: 

O Hipermeſtra, Penelope, Alceſte! 4495 
Your wif hood he commendeth with the beſte, 

But certainly no word ne writeth he 

f thilke wicke enſample of Canace, 

hat loved hire owen brother finfully ; 

Of all ſwiche curſed ſtories | ſay Fy) 4500 
Ir elles of I'yrius Appolonious, 

Wow that the curſed king Antiochus 

W craft his doughter of hire maidenhede, } 
hat is ſo horrible a tale for to rede, 

Vhan he hire threw upon the pavement. 4505 
ind therfore he of ful aviſement 

'old never write in non of his ſermons 

ſwiche unkinde abhominations : 

wol non reherſe, if that J may, 


les wen 
died hen 
man ſell 
nty year 


ditt. it 180 
16, The! 


gate [Pr t of my Tale how ſhal I don this day ? 4510 
+ and pen le were loth to be likened douteles 
„tion; itt 


Muſes that men clepe Pirrides, 

7 etamorphoſees wote what l mene) : 

t natheles | recche not a bene 

ough l come after him with hawebake; 4515 
eke in proſe, and let him rimes make. 


leted, an 
d,——N 
Cleopam 
e, and beg 
RoTiEs I! 
ypole that! 
aucer's 


4512. To Muſes that men clepe Pierides] He rather means, 


g is ſupp nk, the daughters of Pierus, who contended with the Muſes, 
e better were changed into pies. Ovid. Metam. l. v. 

n Cycdue l a 4515. with hazvebake} So mf. A. The other readings 
ar but i bawe i bake, mil. Aft. 1, 2,—bauke babe, B. E,—bevv 


olume 1], T7 ; | 


| 213 THE MAN Or LAWES TALS, 


And with that word he with a ſobre chere 


Began his tale, and fayde as ye ſhull here. G 
THE MAN OF LAWES TALE. 2 
O $carhful harm, condition of poverte, 1 
With thirſt, with cold, with hunger, ſo confoundcd, A 
To aſken helpe thee ſhameth in thin herte, 4341 5 
If thou non atk, fo fore art thou ywounded, 
"That veray nede unwrappeth al thy wound hid. - 
Maugre thin hed thou mult for indigence ; 
g Bu 
Or ſtele or begge, or borwe thy diſpence. 462 As 
Thou blameſt Criſt, and fayſt ful bitterly, | 


He mildeparteth richeſſe temporal; 

Thy neighebour thou witeſt Gafully, 

And ſayſt thou haſt to lite] and he hath all: 

Parfay (ſayſt thou) ſomtime he reken ſhall, 4539 

Whan that his tay] hal brennen in the glede, 

For he nought helpeth necciul in hir nede. 
Herken what is the ſentence of the wiſe, 

Bet is to dien than have indigence, 

Thy ſelve neighebour wol thee deſpiſe; 4:3 


bake, B. f. 1, — bee tee lande, F.—hawe wwe bake, B. J. HA 
hae hate, Co. 2.—ihberohiche hath n lat, cu. t. The readet 
may take his chvice ot them. 
The Manof LoesTale] Lady CuRance, the Emperor's daugł- 
| ter of Rome, aſter her marriage with the Soudan of Surrey, 
through the malice of the Soudan's mother ſutfereth great 
trouble and mitery with her young child Maurice, but yet it 
the end is reſtored to comfort, 

V. -45 34. Bet is to dien] This ſaying of Solomen is quoted in 
Rom. ele id RO. B57 3: Micux vault mourir que pauvres ce.” 
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ii thou be poure farewel thy reverence, 
Yet of the wiſe man take this ſentence, 
Alle the dayes of poure men ben wicke; 
Beware therfore or thou come to that pricke, 
If thon be poure thy brother hateth thee, 4545 
And all thy frendes fleen fro thee, alas! 
O riche marchants! ful of wele hen ye, 
O noble, o prudent folk ! as in this cas, 
Your bagges ben not filled with ambes as, 
But with fis ciak, thatrenneth for your chance; 4 +445 
At Criſtenmaſſe mery may ye dance. 
Ye ſeken lond and fee for your winninges; 
As wiſe folk ye knowea ail th'eſtat 
Ol regnes ; ye ben ſathers af tidinges 
And tales both of pres aud of debat : 38¹ 
were right now of tales defolat, 
N' ere that a marchant, gon is many a yere, 
Me taught a Tale which that ye full here. 
In Surrie whilom dwelt a compag nie 
Of chapmen rich, and therto ad and trewe, 437 
That wide were ſenten hit fpicerie, 
Clothes of gold, and ſat ins riche of kewe: 
Hir chaffare was ſo thrifty und fo newe, 
That every wight hath deistee to chaFare 
With hem, and eke to follen hom hir ware. 4560 
Now fell it that the mailters of that fort 
Han ſhapen hem to Rome for to wende, 
Wrre it for chapmanhoed or for diſport, 
Ti 
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Non other meſſage wold they thider ſende, 
Eut comen hemſelſ to Rome, this is the ende; 456; 
And in ſwiche place as thought hem avantage 
For hir entente they taken hir herbergage. 
Sojourned han theſe marchants in that toun 
A certain time, as fell to hir pleſance: 
And ſo befell that the excellent renoun 4570 
Of the emperout̃es doughter, Dame Cuſtance, 
Reported was with every circumſtance 
Unto theſe Surrien marchants in ſwiche wiſe 
Fro day to day as I ſhal you deviſe. 
This was the commun vois of every man: 457; 
Our emperour of Rome, God him ſe, 
A doughter hath that fin the world began, 
To recken as wel hire goodneſſe as beaute, 
N'as never ſwiche another as is ſhe; 
I pray to God in honour hire ſuſtene, 458 
And wold ſhe were of all Europe the quene. 
In hire is high beaute withouten pride, 
Youthe withouten grenched or folic: 
To al hire werkes vertue is hire guide; 
Humbleſſe hath flaien in hire tyrannie: 4585 
She is mirrour of alle curteſie, 
Hire herte is veray chambre of holineſſe, 
Hire hond miniſtre of fredom for almeſſe. 
And al this vois was ſoth, as God is trewe ; 
But now to purpos let us turne agein. 4590 
Theſe marchants han don fraught hir ſhippes ncwe, 


$49/4 


65 


15 


580 


585 


4590 


We, 


THE MAN OF LAWES TALE, 


And whan they han this blisful maiden ſein 

Home to Svrrise ben they went ſul fayn, 

And don hir nedes, as they han don yore, 

And liven in wele; I can ſay you no more. 4595 
Now fell it that theſe marchanrs ſtood in grace 

Of him that was the Soudan of Surrie; 

For whan they came from any ſtrayge place 

He wold of his benigne curteſie 

Make hem good chere, and befily eſpie 46c0 

Tidings of ſundty regnes, for to lere 

The wonders that they mighte ſeen or here. 
Amonges other thinges fpecially 

Theſe marchants han him told of Dame Cuſtance 

So gret nobleſſe, in erneſt ſeriouſly, 4605 

That this Soudan hath caught ſo gret pleſance 

Jo han hire figure in his remembrance, 

That all his luſt and all his beſy cure 

Was for to love hire while his lif may dure. 
Paraventure in thilke large book 4610 

Which that men clepe the Heven ywritten was 

With ſterres, whan that he his birthe took, 

That he for love ſkuld han his deth, alas! 

For in the ſterres, clerer than is glas, 

Is writen, God wot, who ſo coud it rede, 4615 

The deth of every man withouten drede. 
In ſterres many a winter therbeforn 


V. 4617. In ferres] This paſſage is imitated from the Ace- 
$1-2/m1 of Bernardus Sylvettris, an eminent philoſopher and 
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Was writ the deth of Hector, Achilles, 
Of Porapey, Julius, or they were born; 


The ftrif of Thebes, and of Hercules, 4620 

Of Sampſon, Turnus, and of Socrates 

The deth; but mennes wittes ben ſo dull ' 

That no wight can wel rede it at the full. By 
This Soudan for his pri ve councel ſent, Bec 

And ſhortly of this matere for tb pace, 4615 Pet. 


He hath to hem declared his entent, 

And ſayd hem certain, but he might have grace 

To han Cuſtance, within a litel ſpace 

He n'as but ded, and charged hem in hie 

To ſhapen for his lif ſom remedie. 4610 
Diverſe men diverſe thinges ſaiden; 

They argumentes caſten up and doun ; 


poet about the middle of the 12th century. Fabric. Bill. Aal 
FEtat.inv. Bernardus Carnotenjis et Sylwveſtris, I will tranicrite 
here the original lines from mf. Bod. 1265; 


Prejacet in fiellis ſeries, quam longior ætas 
Explicet et ſpatiis temporis ordo ſuis, 
Sceptra Phoronei, fratrum diſcordia T Hebie, 
Mamma Phethentis, Deucalionis aque. 

In ftellis Codri paupertae, copia Croeſi, 
Inceftus Paridis, Hippotytique pudor. 

In ftellis Priami ſpecies, audacia Turni, 
Senſus Viyxeus, Herculeuſgue vigor. 

In fellis pugil eſt Pollux et navita Typhis 
Et Cicero rhetor et geometra Thales. 

In fte!lis lepidum dictat Maro, Milo figurats 
Fulgurat in Latia nobititate Nero, 

Alira notat Perſis, Zeyptus parturit artes, 
Grecia dotta legit, prælia Roma gerit. 


The four lines in Italicks are quoted in the margin of mi. 


THE MAN OF LAWES TALE, 


They ſpeken of magike and abuſion 
But finally, as in concluſion, 

4620 They cannot ſeen in that non avantage, 
Ne in non other way ſave mariage, 

Than ſaw they therin ſwiche difficultee 
By way of reſon, for to ſpeke all plain, 
Becauſe ther was ſwiche diverſitee 
4615 Detwene hir bothe lawes, that they ſayn 


ce Wedden his child under our lawe ſwete, 
And he anſwered, Rather than I leſe 
uſtance wol be criſtened douteles: 
mote ben hires, I may non other cheſe, 
pray you hold your arguments in pees z 
daveth my lif, and beth not reccheles 
o geten hire that hath my lif in cure, 
Bibl, h For in this wo I may not long endure. 
ttanſciſte , , 

What nedeth greter dilatation ? 
ay by tretiſe and ambaſſatrie, 
nd by the Popes mediation, 
ad all the chirche, and all the chevalrie, 
hat in deſtruction of Maumetrie, 
nd in encreſe of Criſtes lawe dere, 
hey ben accorded ſo as ye may here: 
= low that the Soudan and his baronage, 
ad all his lieges, ſhuld ycriſtened be, 
a he ſha] han Cuſlance in mariage, 


4b3 


They trowen that no Criſten prince wold fayn 


hat us was yeven by Mahound our prophete. 
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4635 


4649 


4645 


4650 


4655 


4669 
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And certain gold, I n'ot what quantitee, 
And hereto finden ſuffiſant ſuretee. 
The ſame accord is ſworne on eyther fide; 
Now, fair Cuſtance, almighty God thee gide. 4663 
Now wotden ſom men waiten, as I gefle, 
That I ſhuld tellen all the purveiance 
The which that the Emperoar of his nobleſſe 
Hath ſhapen for his doughter Dame Cuſtance. 
Wel may men know that fo gret ordinance 4670 
May no mana tellen in a litel clauſe 
As was arraied for ſo high a cauſe. 
Biſhopes ben ſhapen with hire for to wende, 
Lordes, ladies, and knightes of renoun, 


And other folk ynow ; this is the end: 4675 


And notified is tharghont al the toun 
That every wight with gret devotioun 
Shuld prayen Criſt that he this mariage 
Receive in gree, and fpede this viage. 
The day is comen of hire departing, 4680 
I ſay the woful day fatal is come 
That ther mar be no longer tarying, 
But forward they hem dreflen all and ſome. 
Cuſtance, that was with ſorwe all overcome, 
Ful pale ariſt, and dreſſeth hire to wende, 4685 
For wel ſhe ſeth ther n'is non other ende. 
Alas! what wonder is it though ſhe wept, 
That ſhal be ſent to ſtraunge nation 
Fro frendes that ſo tendrely hire kept, 
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And to be bounde under ſubjection 
Of on ſhe knoweth noc his condition ? 

Houſbondes ben all good, and han ben yore, 

That knowen wives, I dare ſay no more. 

Fader, (ſhe ſaid) thy wretched child Cuſtance, 
Thy yonge doughter, foſtered up ſo ſoft, 4695 
And ye, my moder, my ſoveraine pleſance 
Over all thing, (out taken Criſt on loft) 

Cuſtance your child hire recommendeth oft 
Unto your grace, for I ſhal to Surrie, 
Ne ſhal | never ſeen you more with eye. 4709 

Alas! unto the Barbare nation 
I muſte gon, fin that it is your will; 

But Criſt, that ſtarfe for our redemption, 

4675 So ye ve me grace his heſtes to fulfill, 

I wretched woman no force though | ſpill; 4705 
Women arn borne to thraldom and penance, 

And to ben under mannes governance. 

| trow at Troye whan Pirrus brake the wall 


4665 


4670 


4680 Or llion brent, or Thebes the citee, 
Ne at Rome for the harm thurgh Hanniball, 4716 
That Romans hath venqueſhed times three, 
N'as herd ſwiche tendre weping for pitee 

4685 v. 4709, Or Nion brent] There is great confuſion among 


the m{l. in this line. I have made the beſt ſenſe that I could, 
without departing too far from them. Mf. A, reads 
Or whanne Ion brende Thebes the citee, 
which might lead one to conjecture, 
Or whanne Philip brende Thebes the citee. | 
This laft phraſe is French. See Froigart, v. i. c. 225, Dedans 
* Renes la cite et environ,” 
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As in the chambre was for hire parting ; Nat 
But forth ſhe mote eder ſhe wepe or ſing. 


O firſle moving cruel firmament ! 475 ſl 
With thy diarnat fwegh that eroudeſt ay, ole 
And hurtleſt all from eſt til occident, lov 
That naturally wold hold another way, he. 
Thy crouding ſet the heven iti ſwiche array he} 
At the beginning of this fierce viage rl 
That cruel Mars hath flain this marriage. nd 

Infortunat aſcendent tortuoes, Tl 
Of which the lord is helpeles fall, alas! ſpic 
Out of his angle into the derkeſt hous, low 
O Mars, o Atyzar! as in this cas; 4" And! 
O feble Mane! unhappy ben thy pas, nd t 
Thou knitteſt thee ther thou att not received, And 

Ther thou were wel fro thennes art thou weird Mic i 

Imprudent Emperour of Rome; alas ! Loi 
Was ther no philoſophre in al thy tour ? 47 ow | 
Is no time bet than other in ſwiche cas? he h 
Of viage is ther non electioun, even 
Namely to folk of high conditioun, ut on 

v. 4725. O Mars, o Atyzar] So mf. 4. Other mil. he lil 
Athaſjir, Atayzer, Atteaer, Aidzir. I am not aſtrologer ca hau! 
to determine which is the right word. AMizar, Span. a1 Wh: 
tiſer, Fr. fignify to light a tire, to inflame 5 but wiethur ! the 


ſenſe can have any place here I am doubtful. 

Þ- 47342, „ ther non elefioum) ln the margin of mi. 
the following quotation; „ Omnes concofraarr ſunt, 
4 Hlectiones ſint debiles, nifi in divitibus : habent cam "i 
« cet debiliteutur eorum clecdllones, radicem, I. nate 


\ 
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Nat v han a rote is of a birth yknowe ? 

Alas! we ben to lewed or to flow. —_—_ 6 
To thip is brought this woful ſaire maid li 
wlempnely, with every circumſtance : I} 
do Jeſu Criſt be with you all, ſhe ſaid. 

her n'is no more, but Farewel, fair Cuſtance. 

Phe peineth hire to make good countenance; 4740 
\nd forth 1 let hire fayle in this manere, | 
and turne 1 wol againe to my matere. 

The mother of the Soudan, well of vices, 
ſpicd hath hire ſones pleine entente, | 
low he wol lete his olde ſacriſices; 4745 pf 
and right anon ſhe for her conſeil ſente, | 
nd they ben comen to know what ſhe mente; 


Ft 


r 


470 


ed, d whan aſſembled was this folk in ſere ; 
veivcd. Nic ſet hire doun, and ſayd as ye ſhul here. 

Lordes, (ſhe ſayd) ye known everich on 4750 

Mo that. my ſone in point is for to lete 
e holy lawes of our Alkaron, 

even by Goddęs meſſager Mahomete; 

ut on avow to grete God I hete, 
Dy he lif ſhal rather out of my body ſterte 4755 
woger coll bau Mahometes lawe out of myn herte. 
pan. 406 What ſhuld us tiden of this newe lawe 
whethas t thraldom to our bodies and penance, : 
of mf, C. dafterward in helle to hen drawe, 
gh em, quæ confortat omnem planetam debilem in iti- 


nere,“ Cc. It is taken from Liber Electionum, by one Zael, 
Aar. So, Bad. 1648. 


1. natici 
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For we reneied Mahound our creance ? 
But, Lordes, wol ye maken aſſurance, 
As I ſhal ſay, aſſenting to my lore ? 
And l ſhal make us ſauf for evermore. 
They ſworen and aſſented every man 


To live with hire and die, and by hire ſtond; 


And everich on, in the beſt wiſe he can, 
To ſtrengthen hire ſhal all his frendes fond, 
And ſhe hath this empriſe ytaken in hond 
Which ye ſhull heren that I ſhal deviſe, 
And to hem all ſhe ſpake right in this wiſe. 
We ſul firit feine us Criſtendom to take; 
Cold water ſhal not greye us but a lite; 
And I ſhal ſwiche a feſte and revel make 
That, as | trow, I ſhal the Soudan quite: 
For tho his wif be criſtened never fo white 
She ſhal have nede to waſh away the rede 
Though ſhe a font of water with hire lede. 
O Soudanneſſe, rote of iniquitee, 
Virago thou Semyramee the ſecond, 
O ſerpent under femininitee, 
Like to the ferpent depe in helle ybound, 
O feined woman! all that may confound 
Vertue and innocence, thurgh thy malice 
Is bred in thee, as neſt of every vice. 
O Sathan envious ! fin thilke day 
That thou were chaſed from our heritage, 
Wel knowelt thou to woman the olde way: 
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Thou madeſt Eva bring us in ſervage, 
Thou wolt fordon this Criſten mariage : 
Thin inſtrument ſo (wala wa the while!) 4790 
Makeſt thou of women whan thou wolt begile. 
This Soudanneſſe, whom [thus blame and warrie, 
Let prively hire conſeil gon hir way: 
What ſhuld I in this Tale longer tarie ? 
She rideth to the Soudan on a day, 4795 
And ſayd him that ſhe wold reneie hire lay, 
And Criſtendom of preſtes hondes fong, 
Repenting hire ſhe Hethen was ſo long; 
Beſeching him to don hire that honour 
That ſhe might han the Criſten folk to feſt; 48co 
To pleſen hem | wol do my labour. 
The Soudan ſaith, | wol don at your heſt, 
And kneling thanked hire of that requeſt; 
So glad he was ne n'iſte not what to ſay, 
dhe kill hire ſone, and home ſhe goth hire way. 
Arrived ben theſe Criſten ſolk to lend 4306 
in Surrie, with a gret ſolempne route, 
And haſtily this Soudan ſent his ſond 
Fir.t to his mother and all the regne aboute, 
And tayd his wif was comen out of doute, 4810 
And praide hem for to riden again the quene, 
The honour of his regne to ſultene. 
Gret was the preſle, and riche was th' array 
Of Surriens and: Romanes met in fere. 


The mother of the Soudan riche and gay 4815 
Volume II. U 


So really, that wonder is to tell, 
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Received hire with all ſo glad a chere T 
As any mother might hire doughter dere; U 
And to the nexte citee ther beſide FH 
A ſoſte pas ſolempnely they ride. U. 

Noug ht trow | the triumph of Julius, 430 WT! 
Of which that Lucan maketh ſwiche a boſt, 
Was realler or more curious Th 


Than was th' aJemblee of this blisful hoſt ; 
Butte this ſcorpion, this wicked goſt, 
The Soudanneſſe, for all hire flattering a0 
Caſt under this ful mortally to ſting. 

The Soudan cometh himſelf ſone after this 


And welcometh hire with alle joye and blis. l 
And thus ia mirth and joye I let hem dwell; 4% 
The fruit of this matere is that I tell. g 
M han time came, men thought it for the beſt 
'T hat revel tint, and men go to hir reſt. 

The time come is this olde Soudanneſſe | 
Ordeined hath the feſte of which I tolde, 400 
And to the feſte Criſten folk hem dreſſe | 
In general, ya, bothe yonge and olde. 

Ther may men feſt and realtee beholde, 
And deintees mo than I can you deviſe; 
But all to dere they bought it or they riſe. 4 

O ſoden wo, that ever art ſucceſſour 

To wordly blis! ſpreint i«Fyith bitterneſſe 
v. 4841. O aden x00] I mall tranſcribe the following palt 


from the margin cf mf. C. 1, though I know not from a 
author it is burrowed, as it confirms the readings acop? 
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Th' ende of the joye of our worldly labour: 
Wo occupieth the fyn of our gladneſſe. 
Herken this conſeil for thy ſikerneſſe, 3845 
Upon thy glade day have in thy minde 
The unware wo of harm that cometh behinde. 
For ſhortly for to tellen at a word, 

The Soudan and the Criſten everich on 
Ben all to-hewe and ſtiked at the bord 4850 
nut it were only Dame Cuſtance alone. 
his olde Soudanneſſe, this curſed crone, 
lath with hire frendes don this curſed dede, 
Wor ſhe hireſelf wold all the contree lede. 
Ne ther was Surrien non that was converted, 
hat of the conſeil of the Soudan wot, 4856 
hat he n'as all to-hewe er he aſterted ; 
| And Cuſtance han they taken anon ſote-hot, 

nd in a ſhip all ſtereles (God wot) 

hey han hire ſet, and bidden hire lerne ſayle 4860 
Put of Surrie againward to Itaille. 


a3 


e text; * Semper mundane lætitiæ triftitia repentina ſuc- 
cedit. Mundana igitur felicitas multis amaritudinibus eft re- 
W iperſa. Extrema gaudii luctus occupat. Audi ergo ſalubre 
condiſium; in die bonorum ne immemor ſis malorum.” The 
Witt. read, O oudan wo, Fc. 

V. 4555. fote-bor] Haſtily, with all expedition. Sce Gower, 
uf. Amant. fol. 816; 
And forth with all anon fote hole 
he ſlale the cowe 
| alſo R. R. 3827, „ Haut le pied,” in French, has the ſame 
nincation, Cotgrave, in v.; ſo that | ſhould ſuſpe& bot, in 
paraſe, to be a corruption of Haut. 
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A certain treſor that ſhe thither ladde, 
And ſoth to ſayn vitaille gret plentee, 5 
They han hire yeven, and clothes cke ſhe hadde, 
And forth ſhe ſayleth in the ſalte fee, 4863 
O my Cuflance! ful of benignitee, | 
O Emperoures yonge donghter dere! 
He that is Lord of fortune be thy ſlere. 
She bſeſſeth hire, and with ful pitous vois 
Unto the crois of Criſt thus fayde ſhe: 4870 
O cler, o weleful auter, holy crois! 
Red of the Lambes blood ful of pitee, 
That weſh the world fro the old iniquitee, 
Me fro the fende and fro his clawes kepe 
That day that I ſhal drenchen in the depe. 487; 
Victorious tree, protection of trewe, 
That only worthy were for to bere 
The King of heven with his woundes newe, 
The white Lamb, that hurt was with a ſpere; 
Flemer of fendes out of him and here 490 
On which thy limmes faithfully extenden, 
Me kepe, and yeve me might my lit to amenden. 
Yeres and dayes fleet this creature 
Thurghout the fee of Grece, unto the Straite 
Of Maroc, as it was hire aventure: 4883 
On many a ſory mele now may ſhe baite; 
Aſter hire deth ful oſten may ſhe waite, 
Or that the wilde waves wat hire drive 
Unto the place ther as ſhe ſhal arive. 
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Men mighten aſken why ſhe was not ſlain 7 4890 
Eke at the feſte who might hire body ſave ? 
And | anſwer to that demand again, 
Who ſaved Daniel in the horrible cave, 
Ther every wight ſave he, maſter or knave, 
Was with the leon frette or he aſterte ? 4895 
No wight but God, that he bare in his herte, 
God liſt to ſhew his wonderful miracle 
In hire, for we ſhuld ſeen his mighty werkes: 
Criſt, which that is to every harm triacle, 
By certain menes oft, as knowen clerkes, 4900 
Doth thing for certain ende that ful derke is 
To mannes wit, that for our ignorance 
Ne can nat know his prudent purveiance. 
Now ſith ſhe was not at the feſte yſlawe, 
Who kepte hire fro the drenching in the ſee? 490g 
Who kepte Jonas in the fiſhes mawe, 
Til he was ſpouted up at Ninivee ? 
Wel may men know it was no wight but he 
That kept the peple Ebraike fro drenching, 
With drye feet thurghout the ſee palling. 4910 
Who bade the foure ſpirits of tempeſt, 
That power han to anoyen lond and ſce, 
Both north and ſouth, and alſo weſt and eſt, 
Anoyen neyther ſee, ne lond, ne tree? 
Sothly the commander of that was he 4915 
That fro the tempeſt ay this woman kepte 
As wel whan ſhe awoke as whan ſhe ſlepte. 
U uz 
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Wher might this woman mete and drinke have! 
Three yere and more how laſteth hire vitaille ? 
Who fed the Egyptian Mary in the cave 4910 
Or in deſert ? no wight but Criſt ſans fallle. 
Five thoufand folk it was as gret marvaille 
With loves five and fiſhes two to fede: 
God ſent his foyſon at hire grete nede. 

She driveth forth into our occan 492; 
Thurghout our wide fee, til at the laſt 
Under an hold, that nempnen t ne can, 

Fer in Northumberlond, the wave hire caſt, 

And in the ſand hire ſhip ſtiked fo faſt 

That thennes wolde it not in all a tide: 4930 
The wille of Crift was that ſhe ſhulde abide. 

The Conſtable of the cattle doun is fare 
To ſeen this wrecke, and al the ſhip he ſought, 
And fond this wery woman ful of care; 

He fond alſo the treſonr that the brought: 493 95 
in hire langage mercy ſhe beſought, | 
The lif out of hire body for to twinne, 

Hire to deliver of wo that ihe Was inne. 

A maner Latin corrupt was hire ſpeche, 

But alrate therby was ſhe underſtond. 494 
'The Conſtable, whan him liſt no lenger ſeche, 
This wotul woman brought he to the lond. 

She kneleth doun, and thanketh Geddes fond; 
But what ſhe was ſhe wolde no man ſeye 


For foule ne faire, though that the ſnulde de ye. 494 


— 


f 
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have? She ſaid fhe was ſo mafed in the ſee 
Þ That ſhe forgate hire mide, by hire trouth. 
4910 The Conitable hath of kire fo gret pitee, | 
And eke his wif, that they wepen for routh : 
She was ſo diligent withouten flouth 4930 
ro ſerve and pleſen everich in that place 
That all hire love that loken in hire face. 
Ihe Conſtable and Dame Hermegild his wif 
Were Payenes, and that contree every her; 
But Hermegild loved Cuſtance as hire lif; 4955 
And Cuſtance bath fo long ſojourned ther 
In oriſons, with many a bitter tere, 
lil Jeſu hath converted thurgh his grace 
Dame Hermegild, Conſtableſſe of that place. 
In all that lond no Criſten dorſte route; 4969 
A Criiten folk ben fled fro that eontree 
hurgh Payenes, that conquereden all aboute 
The plages of the north by lond and ſee. 
o Wales fled the Criſtianitee 
WD! vide Bretons dwelling in this ile; 4965 
ber was hir refuge for the mene while. 
But yet n'ere Criſten Bretons ſo exiled 
hat ther n'ere ſom which in hir privitee 
onoured Criſt, and Hethen folk begtled, 
ind neigh the caſtle ſwiche ther dwelten three: 4979 
hat on of hem was blind, and might not ſee, 
ut it were with thilke eyen of his minde, 
ich which men mowen fee whan they ben blinde. 
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Bright was the ſonne as in that ſommers day, > 
For which the Conſtable and his wit alſo, 4975 Say 
And Cuſtance, han ytake the righte way An 
Toward the ſee a furlong way or two, An 
To plaien and to romen to and fro, Lo) 
And in hir walk this blinde man they mette, Th. 
Croked and olde, with eyen faſt yſhette. 4930 But 

In the name of Criſt, (cried this blinde Breton) F 
Dame Hermegild, yeve me my fight again, Slic 
This lady wexe afraicd of that ſoun, An 
Leſt that hire huſbond, ſhortly for to ſain, To 
Wold hire for Jeſu Criſtes love have ſlain, 4985 He 
Til Cuſtance made hire bold, and bad hire werche Ant 
The will of Criſt, as doughter of holy cherche. In E 

The Conſtable wexe abaſhed of that fight, * 
And ſayde, What amounteth all this fare! Slep 
Cuſtance anſwered, Sire, it is Criſtes might, 4999 Thi: 
That helpeth folk out of the ſendes ſnare : All 
And ſo ferforth ſhe gan our lay declare, And 


That ſhe the Conſtable, er that it were eve, 
Converted, and on Criſt made him belcve. 

This Conſtable was not lord of the place 4995 
Of which I ſpeke, ther as he Cuſtance fond, 
Bur kept it ſtroogly many a winter ſpace 
Under Alla King of Northumberlond, 
That was ful wiſe, ant worthy of his hond 
Againe the Scottes, as men may wel here; gcc 
But tourne I wol againe to my matere. 
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$xthan; that ever us waiteth to begile, 
Saw of Cuſtance all hire perſectioun, 
And caſt anon how he might quite hire while, 
And made a yonge knight, that dwelt it that toun, 
Love hire ſo hote of foule affectioun, z0cb 
That veraily him thought that he ſhuld ſpille 
But he of hire might ones han his wille. 
He woeth hire, but it a vaileth nought; 
Slug wolde do no ſinne by no wey; Soto 
And for deſpit he compaſſed his thought 
To maken hire on ſhameful deth to dey: 
He waiteth whan the Conſtable is away, 
And privily upon a night he crepte 
In Hermegildes chambre while the flepte. 5015 
Wery, forwaked in hire oriſons, 21 
Slepeth Cuſtance, and Hermegilde alſo. 
This knight, thurgh Sathanas remptations, 
All ſoftely is to the bed ygo, 
And cut the throte of Hermegilde atwo, 3020 


. 5002.7 The following plot ofthe knight againſt Conſtance, 
[ſro this ver. to ver. 5030,] and aifo her adventure with the 


ne ward tom ver 5330 to ver. 53444} are both to be found 


(with ſome ſmall variations) in a ſtory in the Gefa Rom norm, 
ch. 101, mf. rl. 2270. Occleve has verfified the whole ſtory. 
as he has another from the fame collection. De Febnatha et 
muliere mala, ch. 54. lid. (cxx. edit.) See an excellent mi. 
of Occteve's works, 3ib. Reg. 17, d. vi. The firſt poem begins, 
n the Romain Tefſtes writen is thus:“ the fecond,---* Some 
time au emperour prudeur and wiſe.” 

v. 5004. how he might quite hire while) Her time, labour. e. 
du iu The Leg. of Ariad. v. uſt. the divel quite him his ac hile.“ 
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And layd the blody knif by Dame Cuſtance, Of 
And went his way, ther God yeve him miſchance, De 

Sone after cometh this Conſtable home again, 
And eke Alla, that king was of that lond, Ne 
And ſaw his wife deſpitouſly yſlain, 5025 Bo! 
For which ful oft he wept and wrong his hond; An 
And in the bed the blody knif he fond So | 


By Dame Cuſtance. Alas! what might ſhe ſay ? 
For veray wo hire wit was all away, 

To King Alla was told all this miſchance, $503 
And eke the time, and wher, and in what wile, 
That in a ſhip was fonden this Cuſtance, 

As here before ye han herd me devile : 
The kinges herte of pitee gan agriſe 
Whan he ſaw ſo benigne a creature 5035 


Falle in diſeſe and in milaventure. My 
For as the lamb toward his deth is brought, H 


So ſtant this innocent betorn the king: 

This falſe knight, that hath this treſon wrought, 
Bereth hire in hond that ſhe hath don thisthing : ca 
But natheles there was gret murmuring 

Among the peple, and ſayn they cannot geſſe 
That ſhe had don ſo great a wickedneſie; 


For they han ſeen hire ever ſo vertuous, O 
And loving Hermegild right as hire lif, g an 
ave 


Of this bare witneſle everich in that hous, 
Save he that Hermegild flow with his knif. 
This gentil king hath caught a gret motif 
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Of this witneſs, and thought he wold enquere 
Deper in this cas, trouthe for to lere. $5050 
Alas! Cuſtance, thou haſt no champion, 
Ne fighten canſt thou not; fo wala wa! 
Bot he that ſtarf for our redemption, 
And bond Sathan, and yet lith ther he lay, 
So be thy ſtronge champion this day: 5055 
For but if Criſt on thee miracle kithe 
Withouten gilt thou ſhalt be ſlaine as ſwithe. 
She ſet hire doun on knees, and thus ſhe ſayde; 
Immortal God ! that ſavedeſt Suſanne 
Fro falſe blame, and thou merciful mayde, $060 
lary i mene, doughter to Seint Anne, 
; Beforn whos child angels ſingen Oſanne, 
n be gilteles of this 25 2 
ly ſocour be, or elles ſhal I die. 
Have ye not ſeen ſomtime a pale face 5065 
Among a prees) of him that hath ben lad 
Toward his deth, wher 2s he geteth no grace, 
nd ſwiche a colour in his face hath had, 
len mighten know him that was ſo beſtad 
monges all the faces in that route, 5070 
0 itant Cuſtance, and loketh hire aboute, 
O quenes living in proſperitee, 
Wucheſſes, and ye ladies everich on! 
aveth ſom routhe on hire 2dverſitee : 
n emperoures doughter ſtant alone; 5075 
ae hath no wight to whom to make hire mone. 
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O blood real, that ſtondeſt in this drede, 
Fer ben thy frendes in thy grete nede 
his Alla king hath ſwiche compaſſioun, 
As gentil herte is fulfilled of pitee, 5cbo 
That fro his eyen ran the water doun. 
Now haſtily do fecche a book, quod he, 
And if this knight wol ſweren how that ſhe 
This woman ſlow, yet wol we us aviſe, 
Whom that we wol that ſhal ben our juſtice. 5085 
A Breton book, written with Evangiles, 
Was ſet. and on this book he ſwore anon 
She giltif was, and in the mene whiles 
An hond him ſmote upon the nekke bone, 
That doun he fell at ones as a ſtone, Fogo 
And both his eyen broſt out of his face 
In fight of every body in that place. 
A vois was herd, in general audience, 
That ſayd, Thou haſt deſclandred gilteles 
Ihe daughter of holy chirche in high preſence; 5cy5 
Thus haſt thou don, and yet hold | my pees. 
Cf this mervaille agaſt was all the prees; 
As maſed folk they ſtonden everich on 
For drede of wreche, fave Cuſtance alone. 
Gret was the drede and eke the repentance 5109 
Of hem that hadden wronge ſuſpection 
Upon this ſely innocent Cuſtance : 
And for this miracle, in concluſion, 
And by Cuſtances mediation, 
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The king, and many another in that place, 5 tog 
Converted was, thanked be Criſtes grace. 
This falſe koight was ſlain for his untrouthe 
By jugement of Alla haſtily; 
And yet Cuſtance had of his deth gret routhe; 
And aſter this Jeſus of his mercy 5110 
Made Alla wedden ful folempnely 
This holy woman, that is ſo bright and ſhene; 
And thus hath Ct iſt ymade Cuſtance a quene, 
But who was woful (if 1 ſhal not lie) 
Of this wedding but Donegild, and no mo, 5115 
The kinges mother, ful of tyrannie?, 
Hire thoughte hire curſed herte brait atwo; 
She wolde not that hire ſone had do ſo: 
Hire thoughte a deſpit that he ſhulde take 
So ſtrange a creature unto his make. 53120 
Me liſt not of the chaſ ne of the ſtre 
Maken ſo long a tale as of the corn, 
What ſhulde I teilen of the realtee 
Of this mariage, or which cours goth beforn; 
Who bloweth in a trompe or in an horn ? 5125 
The fruit of every tale is for to ſay; 
They ete and drinke, and dance, and fing, and play. 
They gon to bed, as it was {kill and right, 
For though that wives ben ſul holy thinges, 
They moſten take in patience a night 5130 
owiche maner neceſſaries, as ben pleſinges 
To folk that han ywedded hem with ringes, 
Falume Il, X 
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And lay a lite hir holineſſe aſide B 
As for the time, it may no bet betide. | T, 
On hire he gat a knave childe anon, 3135 
And to a biſhop, and his Conſtable eke, * 
He toke his wif to kepe, han he is gon Or 
"Co Scotland ward, his fomen for to ſeke. An 
Now faire Cuſtance, that is ſo humble and meke, An 
So long is gon with childe til that ſtill 5140 Un 
She halt hire chambre, abiding Criſtes will. Fre 
The time is come, a knave child ſhe bere; , 
Mauricius at the fontſtone they him calle. Of: 
This Conſtable goth forth come a meſſager, Th: 


And wrote unto his king that cleped was Alle, 514; 
How that this blisful tiding is befalle, 

And other tidings ſpedeful for to ſay. 

He hath the lettre, and forth he goth his way. 


This meſſager, to don his avantage, u 
Unto the kinges mother rideth ſwithe, $150 WW Bu 
And ſalueth hire fu] faire in his langage. But 
Madame, quod he, ye may be glad and blithe, Wa... 


And thanken God an hundred thouſand ſithe; 

My lady quene hath child, withouten doute, 

To joye and bliſſe of all this regne aboute. $155 
Lo here the lettre ſeled of this thing, 

That I moi bere in all the haſt I may: 

If ye wol ought unto your ſone the king, 

lam your ſervant bothe night and day. 

Donegilde anſwerd, As now at this time nay; 5160 
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But here I wol all night thou take thy reſt, 
To- mor we wol I ſay thee what me leſt. 
ST35 This meſſager drank fadly ale and wine, 
And ſtolen were his lettres prively 
Out of his box, while he flept as a ſwine; 5165 
And contrefeted was ful ſubtilly 
Another lettre, wrought ful ſinfully, 
Unto the king directe of this matere 
Fro his Conſtable, as ye ſhal after here. 
This lettre ſpake, the quene delivered was $5179 
Of ſo horrible a fendliche creature, 
That in the caſtle non ſo hardy was 
That any while dorſte therein endure : 
The mother was an elfe by aventure « 
Ycome, by charmes or by ſorcerie, 5175 
And everich man hateth hire compagnie. 
Wo was this king whaa he this lettre had ſein, 
But to no wight he told his ſorwes ſore, 
b But of his owen hand he wrote again; 
je, Nelcome the ſonde of Criſt for evermore | 5180 


C3 py 


ke, 
5140 


e, 5145 


* 


0 To me, that am now lerned in his lore: 
; .ord, welcome be thy luſt and thy pleſance; 
My luſt | put all in thyn ordinance. 
= Kepeth this child, al be it foule or faire, 
nd eke my wif, unto min home coming: 5185 
riſt whan him liſt may ſenden me an heire 
lore agreable than this to my liking, 
* 5100 his lettre he ſeled, prively weping, 
X ij 


It im enditen of thy traitorie. 
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Which to the meſſager was taken ſone, | Th 
And forth he goth, ther is no more to done. 5195 Up 

O meſſiger fulfilled of dronkeneſſe Th 
Strong is thy breth, thy limmes faltren ay, Cu 
And thou bewreieſt alle ſecreneſſe; Th 
hy mind is lorne, thou jangleſt as a jay; | 
hy face is tourned in a new array: 519; Hi 
Ther dronkeneſſe regneth in any route WHe 


Ther is no conſeil hid withauten doute. 
O Doncgild! I ne have non Engliſh digne 
Unto thy malice and thy tirannie, 
And thertore to the fende | thee reſigne, 510 


Fy, manniſh, fy! o nay by God | lie; 
Fy, fendliche ſpirit! for | dare wel telle 
Jhough thon here welke thy ſpirit is in helle. 
This meſſager cometh fro the king again, 520 
And at the kivges moeres court he light, 
And ſhe was of this meflager ful favn, 
And pleſed him in all that ever ſhe might. 
He dranke and wel kis gircel underpight; 
He ſlepeth and he ſnoreth in his giſe 5210 
All night until the ſonne gan ariſe. 
Efr were his lettres ſtolen everich on, 
And contreſeted lettres in this wite. 


v. 51921. O meter © Quid turpius ebriofy, cui fxtor? 
© ore, tremor in corpore; qui promit ſtulta, prodit accu's 
0% cui mens alicnatur, facics trar:sformatur? nullum cmm d 
* {ecretum ub! regnat cbrictas.“ AH g. C. 1, 
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The king commanded his Conflable anon, 
Up peine of hanging and of high jewiſe, 5215 
That he ne ſhulde ſoffren in no wiſe 
Cuſtance within his regne for to abide 
Three daies and a quarter of a tide; 
But in the ſame ſhip as he hire fond 
Hire and hire yonge ſone, and all hire gere, $5220 
Ine ſhulde put, and croude hire fro the lond, 
nd charge hire that ſhe never eſt come there. 
o my Cuſtance! wel may thy ghoſt have fere, 
WAnd ſleping in thy dreme ben in penance, 
WW han Donegild caſt all this ordinance. 5225 
This meſſager on morwe whan he awoke 


5190 


5195 


51⁰0 


Hnto the caſtel halt the nexte way, 
SAnd to the Conſtable he the lettre toke; 
\nd whan that he this pitous lettre fey 
ul oft he ſayd Alas, and wala wa! 3230 
ord Criſt, quod he, how may this world endure, 
do ful of ſinue is many a creature? 
O mighty God! if that it be thy will, 
din thou art rightful juge, how may it be 
bat thou wolt ſoffren innocence to ſpill, 5235 
\nd wicked folk regne in proſperitee? 
good Cuſtance, alas! ſo wo is me, 
hat | mote be thy turmentour, or dey 
Pn ſhames deth, ther is non other wey. 
Wepen both yong and old in al that place 5249 
V han that the King this curſed lettre ſent : 
X 11 
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And Cuſtance with a dedly pale face 
The fourthe day toward the ſhip ſhe went; 
But natheles ſhe taketh in good entent 
The will of Criſt, and kneling on the ſtrond 3243 
She ſayde, Lord, ay welcome be thy fond, 
He that me kepte fro the falfe blame, 
While | was in the lond amonges you, 
He can me kepe fro Irarme and eke fro ſhame 
lu the ſalt ſee, although I fe not how: $259 
As ſtrong as ever he was he is yet now: 
In him truſt I, and in his mother dere, 
hat is to me my fail and eke my ſtere. 
Hire liel child lay weping in hire arm, 
And kneling pitoufly to him ſhe ſaid, $255 
Pees, litel fone, I wot do thee no harm: 
With that hire couverchief of hire hed ſhe braid, 


- And over his litel eyen ſhe it laid, 


An1 in hire arme fhe lulleth it ful faſt, 

Aud into the heven hire eyen up ſhe caſt, $269 
Mother, quod ſhe, and mayden, bright Maric 
Soth is that th urgh womannes eggement 
M-nl:ind was lorne, and damned ay to die, 

For which thy child was on a crois yrent: 

Thy blisful eyen ſaw all his turment, 5265 
Than is ther no compariſon betwene 
Thy wo and any wo man may ſuſtene. 

Thou ſaw thy child yſlain before thin eyen, 
And yet now liveth my litel child partay : 


5245 


5259 


$255 
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* 
Now, Lady bright! to whom all woful crien, 5270 


Thou glory of womanhed, thou faire May! 

Thou haven of refute, bright terre of day! 

Rew on my child, that of thy gentilleſſe 

Reweſt on every rewful in diſtreſſe. 
O litel child, alas! what is thy gilt, 5275 

That never wroughteſt ſinne as yet parde? 

Why wol thin harde father have thee fpilt ? 

0 mercy, dere Conſtable! (quod ſhe) 

As let my litel child dwell here with ghee; 

And if thou darſt not faven him fro blame, 5280 

do kiſſe him ones in his fadres name. 
'Therwith the loketh backward to the lond, 

And ſaide, Farewel, houſbond routheles! 

And up ſhe riſt, and walketh doun the ſtrond 

Toward the ſhip; hire foloweth all the prees: 53296 

And ever ſhe praieth hire child to hold his pees, 

And taketh hire leve, and with an holy entent 

She bleſſeth hire, and into the ſip ſhe went. 
Vitailled was the ſhip, it is no drede, 

Habundantly for hire a ful long (pace ; $290 

And other neceſſaries that ſhuld nede 

She had ynow, heried be Goddes grace: 

For wind and wether, almighty God purchace, 

And bring hire home, I can no better ſay, 

But in the ſee ſhe driveth forth hire way. 51295 
Alla the king cometh home fone after this 

Unto his caſte], of the which 1 told, 
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And aſkteth wher his wif and his child is; Cu 
The Conſtable gan about his herte cold, Al 
And plainly all the matere he him told $3cq Ha 
As ye han herd, I can tell it no better, Th, 


And ſhewed the king his ſele and his letter; 
And ſaide, Lord, as ye commanded me 

Up peine of deth, ſo have I don certain, 

This meſſager turmented was til he $305 

Moſte beknowe, and tellen plat and plain 

Fro night to night in what place he had lain: 

And thus by wit and ſubtil enquering 

Imagined was by whom this harm gan ſpring. 
The hand was knowen that the lettre wrote, 5319 

And all the venime of this curſed dede, 

But in what wiſe certainly I n'ot. 

The effect is this, that Alla out of drede 

His moder flew, that moun men plainly rede, 

For that ſhe traitour was to hire ligeance, 5315 

Thus endeth this old Donegild with meſchance. 
The ſorwe that this Alla night and day 

Maketh for his wil and for his child alſo 

Ther is no tonge that it tellen may, 

But now wol I agen to Cuſtance go, 

That flereth in the ſee in peine and wo 

Five yere and more, as liked Criſtes ſonde, 

Or that hire ſhip approched to the londe. 
Under an Hethen caſtel at the laſt, 

(Of which the name in wy text I not find) 
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Cuſtance and eke hire chAd rhe ſye up caſt. 
Almighty God, that ſaved all mankind, 
Have on Cuſtance and on hire child ſuom mind, 
That fallen is in Hethen hond <ttſone 
In point to ſpill, as | ſhat tell you fone. 1330 
Doun fro the caſte} cometh ther many a wight 
To gauren on this ſhip and on Cuſtance ? 
But ſhortly fro the caſte] on a night, 
The lordes ſteward, (God yeve him meſchance) 
A theef that had reneyed our creance, 5335 
Came into the ſhip alone, and ſaid he wolde 
Hire lemman be whether ſhe wolde or n'olde. 
Wo was this wretched woman tho begon ; 
lire child cried, aud ic cried pirouſly; 
Pat blisful Mary balpe hire right anon, 5340 
For with hire ſtrogling wel and mightily 
Erhe theef fell over bord al ſodenly, 
And in the ſeg he drenched for vengeance; 
nd thus hath Criſt amveramed kept Cuſtance. 
O foule luſt of luxurie! lo thin ende, 5345 
; lat only that thou ſainteſt mannes mind, 
5 But veraily thou wolt his body ſhende. 
WP 1 cnde of thy werk, or of thy luſtes blind, 
Ws complaining : how many may men find 
hat not for werk ſomtinie, but for th' entent 5350 
o don this ſinne, ben eyther ſlain or ſhent ? 
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V. 5345. O. faule luff] © O extrema libidinis turpitudo, quæ 
non folum mentem elfeminat, ſet etiam corpus enervat: 


lemper ſecuntur dolor et pœnuitehtia pott, Wc, Marg. C. 1. 
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How may this weke woman han the ſtrength Fe 
Hire to defend again this renegate? His! 
O Golias! unmeſurable of length, And 
How mighte David maken thee ſo mate? $355 - 5 

e) 


So yonge, and of armure ſo deſolate, 
How dorſt he loke upon thy dredful face ? Ful r 


Wel may men ſeen it was but Goddes grace. Hom 
Who yaf judith corage or hardineſſe Tm 
To fleen him Holofernes in his tent, 5360 ToR 
And to deliver out of wretchedneſſe and 
The peple of God ? I ſay for this entent, In wi 
That right as God ſpirit of vigour ſent Noth 
To hem, and ſaved hem out of meſchance, She l 
So ſent he might and vigour to Cuſtance. $365 Of h 
Forth goth hire ſhip thurghout the narwe mouth He 
Of Jubaltare and Septe, driving alway, He y 
Somtime weſt, and ſomtime north and ſouth, And 
And ſomtime eſt, ful many a wery day, Thus 
Til Criſtes moder (bleſſed be ſhe ay) $379 Wof, 
Hath ſhapen thurgh hire endeles goodneſſe and 
To make an end of all hire hevineſſe. In ho 
Now let us ſtint of Cuſtance but a throw, | Th 
And ſpeke we of the Romane emperour, * 
That out of Surrie hath by lettres knowe $375 Hh 
The ſlaughter of Criſten folk, and diſhonour yh 
f : That 
Don to his doughter by a falſe traitour, yaw 
mene the curſed wicked Soudanneſſe, ſy 


That at the feſt let ſleen both more and leſle, 


$319 


$315 
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For which this emperour hath ſent anon 5380 
His ſenatour, with real ordinance, 
And other lordes, God wote, many on, 
On Surriens to taken high vengeance : 
They brennen, ſleen, and bring hem to meſchance, 
Ful many a day: but ſhortly this is th'ende, 5385 
Homward to Rome they ſhapen hem to wende. 
This ſenatour repaireth with victoric 
To Rome ward, ſayling ful really, 
And met the ſhip driving, as ſaith the ſtorie, 
In which Cuſtance ſitteth ful pitoully : 5390 
Nothing ne knew he what ſhe was, ne why 
She was in ſwiche array, ne ſhe wil ſey - 
Of hire eſtat, though that ſhe ſhulde dey. 
He bringeth hire to Rome, and to his wif 
He yaf hire, and hire yonge ſonne alſo, $395 
And with the ſenatour ſhe lad hire lif. | 
Thus can our Lady bringen out of wo 
Woful Cuſtance, and many another mo: 
And longe time dwelled ſhe in that place 
In holy werkes ever, as was hire grace. £400 
The ſenatoures wif hire aunte was, 
But for all that ſhe knew hire never the more: 
wol no longer tarien in this cas, 
But to King Alla, which I ſpake of yore, 
That for his wif wipeth and fiketh fore, $5405 
wol returne, and let I wol Cuſtance 
Under the ſenatoures governance, 
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Jo Rome he cometh to receive his penance, 
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King Alla, which that had his moder flain, 
Upon a day fell in ſwiche repentance, 
That if | ihortiy tellen ſhal and plain, 7416 


And putte him in the Popes ordinance 
Ia high and low, and Jeſu Crift beſought 
Foryeve his wicked werkes that he had wrought, 

The fame anon thurghout the toun is born, 541; 

How Alla king ſhal come on pilgrimage, 

By herbergeours that wenten him beforn, 

For which the ſenatour, as was uſage, 

Rode him againe, and many of his linage, 

As wel to ſhewen his high magnificence $420 
As to don any king a reverence. 

Gret chere doth this noble ſenatour 

To King Alla, and he to him alſo: 

Everich of hem doth other gret honour; 

Aud ſo be fell that in a day or two 5425 
This ſenatour is to King Alla go 

To feſt, and ſhortly, if 1 ſhal not lie, 

Cuſtances ſone went in his compagnie. 

Som men wold ſain at requeſte of Cuſlance 
This ſenatour hath lad this child to feſte: 543 
I may not tellen every circumſtance ; 

Ee as be may ther was he at the leſte : 

But foth is this, that at his mothers heſte 

Beſorn Alla, during the metes ſpace, 

The child ſtoed, loking in the kinges face, 0 
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This Alla king hath of this child gret wonder, 
And to the ſenatour he ſaid anon, 
Whos is that faire child that ſtondeth yonder ? 
I n'ot, quod he, by God, and by Seint John; 
A moder heſhath, but fader hath he non 5440 
That I of wote : but ſhortly in a ſtound 
He told Alla how that this child was found. 
But God wot, quod this ſenatour alſo, 
So vertuous a liver in all my lif 
Ne ſaw l never as ſhe, ne herd of mo 5445 
Of wordly woman, maiden, widewe or wat: 
Idare welſayn hire hadde lever a knif 
Thurghout hire breſt than ben a woman wikke ; 
Ther is no man coude bring hire to that prikke, 
Now was this child as like unto Cuſtance 5450 
Aspoſlible is a creature to be: 
This Alla hath the face in remembrance 
Of Dame Cuſtance, and theron muſed he, 
If that the childes moder were aught ſhe 
That is his wif, and prively he lighte, 5455 
And ſped him fro the table that he mighte. 
Parfay, thought he, fantome is in min hed 
l ought to deme of ſkilful jugement 
That in the ſalte ſee my wif is ded. 
And afterward he made his argument; x 469 
What wot if that Criſt have hider ſent 
My wif by ſee, as wel as he hire lent 


To my contree, fro thennes that ſhe went ? 
pA | 
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And after noon home with the ſenatour 
Goth Alla, for to ſee this wonder chance. 546g 
This ſenatour doth Alla gret honour, | 
And haſtily he ſent after Cuſtance ; 

But truſteth wel hire luſte not to dance: 
Whan that ſhe wiſte wherfore was that ſonde 
Unncthe upon hire feet ſhe mighte ſtonde. 5470 
Whan Alla ſaw his wif faire he hire grette, 
And wept that it was routhe for to ſee; 
For at the ſirſte look he on hire ſette 
He knew wel veraily that it was ſhe; 
And ſhe for ſorwe as domb flant as a tree: 4475 
So was hire herte ſhette in hire diſtre ſſe 
Whan ſhe remembered his unkindeneſſe. 
Twies ſhe fwouneth in his owen fight + 
He wepeth and him excuſcth pitoully : 
Now God, quod he, and all his halwes bright, 5489 
So willy on my ſoule as have mercy, 
That of your harme as gilteles am 
As is Maurice my fone, ſo like your face, 
Elles the fend me fetche out of this place. 
Long was the ſobbing and the bitter pcine 548% 
Or that hir woful hertes migbten cefe, 
Gret was the piteo for to here hem pleine, 
Thurgh whicke pleintes gan hir wo cncrefe, 
I pray you all my labour to relefe, 
may not tell hir wo until to-morwe, £499 
I am ſo wery for to ſpeke of forwe, 
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But finally, whan that the ſoth is wilt, 
That Alla gilteles was of hire wo, 
I trow an hundred times han they kiſt, 
And ſwiche a bliſſe is cher betwix hom twa, 7495 
That ſave the joye that laſteth cvermo 
Ther 14 non like that any creature 
Hath ſeen or ſhal while that che world may dure. 
Tho praied the hire huſbond mekely, 
In releeſf of hire longe pitous pine, 5500 
That he wold pray hire fader ſpecially 
That of his mageſtee he would encline 
To voucheſauf tom day with him to dine; 
She praied him eke he thulde by no way 
Unto hire fader no word of hire ſay. £505 
Som men wold ſayn how that the child Maurice 
Doth this meſſage until this emperour; 
But as l'geſſe Alia was not ſo nice, 
To him that is ſo ſoveraine of honour, 
A+ he that is of Oriſten folk the flour, 5510 
Scud any child, but it is bet to deme 
He went himfell; and ſo it may wel ſeme. 
his emperour hath granted gentilly 
To come to diuner as he him beſouglite; 
And wel rede he loked beſily | 5515 
Upon this child, aud on his doughter thought. 


v. 5506. dm men told ſayn] See Ger, Conf. Amant B. lis 
fol. 35, b. 11, and the Diſcour/e, Fe. 1. lu another cire 
cumſtance which has been introduced with the fame words, 
ver. 5429, our Author agrees with Gower, 10/4. s. 35, & I» 
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Alla goth to his inne, and as him ought 
Arraied for this feſte in every wiſe 
As ferforth as his conning may ſuffice, 


The morwe came, and Alla gan him dreſſe, 5529 


And cke his wif, this emperour to mete; 


And forth they ride in joye and in gladneſſe; 


And whan ſhe ſaw hire fader in the ſtrete 
She light adoun and falleth him to fete. 


Fader, quod ſhe, your yonge child Cuſtance 


Is now ful clene out of your remembrance, 


am your donghter, your Cuſtance, quod ſhe, 


That whilom ye han ſent into Surrie; 

It am l, fader, that in the falte ſee 

Was put alone, and dampned for to die: 

Now, goode fader, I you mercy crie ; 

Send me no more into non Hetheneſſe, 

But thanketh my lord here of his kindeneſſe. 
Who can the pitous joye tellen all 

Betwix hem thre fin they ben thus ymette ? 

But of my Tale make an ende I fhal, 

The day goth faſt, I wol no longer lette. 

'Thiſe glade folk to dinner ben yſette; 

In joye and bliſſe at mete I let hem dwell, 

A thouſand fold wel more than I can tell. 
This child Maurice was fithen Emperour 

Made by the Pope, and lived Criſtenly ; 


To Criſtes chirche did he gret honour : 


v. $527. your Cuyfance] I have added your for the ſakes Wi 
the metre, - A 
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But I let all his ſtorie paſſen by; 
Of Cuſtance is my Tale ſpecially ; 5545 
In the olde Romane geſtes men may find 
eſſe, 5520 Maurices lif, I bere it not in mind. 
This King Alla, whan he his time ſey, 
le; With his Cuſtance, his holy wif ſo ſwete, 
| To Englond ben they come the righte wey, 5550 
, Ther as they live in joye and in quiete ; 
e Frag But litel while it laſteth I you hete ; 
Joye of this world for time wol not abide, 
Fro day to night it changeth as the tide. 
Who lyved ever in ſwiche delite o day $555 
That him ne meved eyther conſcience, 
Or ire, or talent, or ſom kin affray, 
Envie, or pride, or paſſion, or offence ? 
I ne ſay but for this end this ſentence, | 
That litel while in joye or in pleſance - 5560 
Laſteth the bliſſe of Alla with Cuſtance. 
For Deth, that taketh of hie and-low his rente, 
| Whan paſſed was a yere, even as I geſle, 
Out of this world this King Alla he hente, 


v. 5552. But litel while) In Marg. C. 1, A mane uſque ad 
* veſperem mutabitur tempus. tenent tympanum et gaudent 
* ad ſonum organi,” Wc. | 

v. 55SS. Who lived ever} Ibid. * Quis unquam unicam diem 
* totam in ſua dilegione duxit jocundam ? quem in aliqua 
© parte diei reatus conſcientiæ, vis. impetus itæ, vel motus 
i Concupiſcentize non turbavit; quem livor, vel ardor avari- 
s tiæ, ve] tumor ſuperbize non vexavit, quem aliqua jactura, 

vel offenfa, vel paſio non commoverit,” c. 


* 


— WI — — — « 


—— ——— 


—— 
— — 


| 
| 

| 
. 


238 THE MAN OF LAWES TALE. 


For whom Cuſtance hath ful gret heveneſſe; 5565 
Now let us praien God his ſoule bleſſe: 
And Dame Cuſtance, finally to ſay, 
Toward the toun of Rome goth hire way, 

To Rome is come this holy creature, 
And findeth ther hire frendes hole aad ſound; 550 
Now is ſhe ſcaped all hire aventure: 
And whan that ſhe hire fader hath yfound 
Doun on hire knees falleth the to ground, 
Weping far tenderucfic in herte blithe, _ 
She herieth God an hundred thouſand fithe, 557; | 
In vertue and in holy alme ſſe dede | 
They liven alle, aud never aſonder wende; ] 
Till deth departeth hem this if they lede: 1 
And fareth now wel, my Tale is at an eade, 1 
Now Jeſu Criſt, that of his might may ſende 5580 
Joye after wo, governe us in his grace, | 


And kepe us alle that ben in this place, $534 
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